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INTRODUCTION. 



The Bible, or. The Booky so named on 
account of its supereminent importance and 
high value, contains the sacred writings both of 
the Israelites and of the Christians ; the former 
called the Old, the latter the New, Testament, 
or Covenant. 

Hie genuineness of these ScrTptures, . ( that is^. 
their having been really written by the persons 
to whom they are ascribed,) and their authenti- 
<^ity, (or their relating matters of fact as they 
actually happened,) rest upon more irresistibl/e 
evidence than that of any other undisputed his- 
torical record whatever. 

The Old Testament opens with a glorious 
display of the almighty power and infinite wis- 
dom of God operating in the formation, of the 
world, with all its mineral and vegetable sub- 
stances, with all its various tribes of animals, 
and man, crowned king of them all, by the 
King of kings and Lord of lords, the. supreme. 
Ruler of the Universe. 



VI INTRODUCTION. 

It gives some account of the first fathers o 
inaukindy their characters and aotrons. It re 
cords the dreadful deluge which swept from th< 
face of the earth the human race, when becom* 
utterly depraved and corrupted ; and the savinj 
of one righteous man with his family, and pair 
of animals, that they might not be utterly ex 
tinct. It mentions the founding of that famil; 
which was destined to preserve the knowledg 
and worship of the only true God, and how tha 
family was fostered by the hand of the Eternal 
till it became a mighty people, separated fron 
all other nations by peculiar laws and customs 
It relates the wonderful history of the childrei 
of Israel, and the manifest interposition of thi 
Almighty, supporting, them when obedient t( 
his will; punishing them when they rebellec 
against his authority. It gives most, instructivt 
examples and narratives of families and indi 
yiduals ; the pious odes of one illustrious mo 
narch ; the prudent maxims of another, who wa 
the wisest of his age ; the admonitions and pre 
dictioBS of Prophets sent forth from Jehovah 
m whose prophecies we behold a vivid descrip 
tion of that glorious Messiah, who afterward; 
came in the spirit and the power of the Mos 
High. 

Tbe New Testament cootains an account o 
the birth of the Saviour ; the asiomshitv^ attest 
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ations to his divine mission; his miracles; his 
discourses; his perfect example; his sufferings 
and death, his resurrection and ascension, given 
by four plain and simple historians, agreeing in 
all general,, important facts ; differing sometimes 
with respect to minute circumstances and parti- 
culars ; together with a narration of the publi- 
cation of the Gospel by the Apostles, and their 
addresses to the primitive Christian churches. 

Herein are deposited all the treasures of hea- 
venly knowledge, of that wisdom which is from 
above, which is able to make us wise to ever- 
lasting salvation; all our best hopes, our most 
cheering prospects of glory, honour and immor- 
tality. With this most interesting of all books, 
let us make ourselves intimately acquainted, and 
from its springs of salvation, let us imbibe the 
reviving salutary streams of heavenly instruc- 
tion. 

• » 

The common translation is followed as nearly 
as possible, because its simple dignity seems 
best adapted to the importance of its subjects. 
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CHAPTER I. 

GENESIS. 

The book of Genesis, so called from its treat- 
ing of the creation of the earth, and the pro- 
duction of all things therein, is generally 
believed to have been written by Moses, the 
illustrious Hebrew legislator ; and compiled from 
records existing in his time. It is evidently 
intended to teach that the world was neither 
etemaly nor the effect of chance, but the work 
of an all-powerful, wise, and good Deity ; to 
hold out, in the history of the first parents of 
the human race, and of the general deluge, 
striking examples of the evil consequences of 
disobedience to the commands of God ; and in 
the account of Abraham and his family, to un- 
fold the commencement of that glorious pla» 



the beginning, God created the 
earth. The earth was yet a de: 
abyss covered with darkness, f 
wind was agitathrg the Mufac 
when << God said, Let there be 
was light." The evening had 
morning had come : the diurnal i 
earth had begun, when God said 
a firmament, or expanse, separa 
from the superior waters:" and 
light was called day ; the darkn 
the expanse was called heaven, 
evening had marked a second 
said, ** Let the waters below the 
lected into one place, that the 
appear :" and it was so. And ' 
dry land, earth ; and the mass of 
sea. And God said, <' Let th< 
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The evening and the morning had come, a fourth 
day, when God said, '* Let the waters swarm 
with living creatures, and let the birds fly above 
the earth, through the wide expanse:*' and it 
was so. The morning and the evening of a fiflh 
day came, when God said, " Let the earth pro- 
duce animals, cattle, wild beasts, and reptiles, 
in various kinds ; and let them all multiply ac- 
cording to their kinds:" and it was so. And 
God said, ** Let us make man afler our own h'ke- 
ness, in reason and understanding, to have do- 
minion over other animals." 

And God created man, male and female, and 
blessed them, saying, << Increase and multiply, 
and have dominion over all other living things." 
The evening had come, and the morning had 
come, the sixth day, when God completed his 
mighty work ; and on the seventh day he ceased 
from doing any of his works. God, therefore, 
blessed the seventh day, and ordained it to be 
holy. . Such was the origin of the heavens, and 
of the earth, at the time that the Lord God 
created them. 

The name of the first man was Adam, because, 
out of the earth had the Lord God formed him; 
and the name of the first woman was Eve, or 
life-giver, because she was to be the mother of 
the human race. 

And the Lord placed them in the garden of 
Eden, in which he had caused to grow eVery 
sort of tree that is pleasant to behold, or fit for 
food ; which was watered by a beautiful river, 
that, flowing through it, divided into four 
branches ; and in the midst of which, istood the 

B 2 
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tree of life, whose fruit was salutary, and another 
called the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil, from the fatal effects which the eatine of 
its fruits would produce. As a trial of his faith 
and obedience, God commanded Adam to ab- 
stain from the latter, assuring him, that in the 
day that he should eat thereof, he should be- 
come liable to death. But, when the woman 
saw that the tree was apparently fit for food, 
and its fruit pleasing to the eye ; and, moreover, 
desirable, as giving knowledge, she yielded to 
temptation ; she ate of the fruit, and gave of it 
also to her husband. And when they had eaten, 
the eyes of both were opened ; and they per- 
ceived that they had done evil, and exposed 
themselves to the punishment which the Lord 
God had denounced. And the Lord God pro- 
nounced sentence upon the woman, that she; 
should have pain and sorrow; and u»on the man, 
that by the sweat of his brow, by hard labour, 
should he eat bis bread, until he should return 
unto the ground out of which he was taken, '< for 
dust thou art," said the Lord, ^' and unto dust 
shalt thou return.*' But, to console the woman 
and the man, Crod gave them the promise of a 
Saviour. And the Lord God expelled Adam 
from the garden of Eden, to till the ground. 
And God taught the man and the woman to 
make unto themselves garments of the skins of 
beasts. 

QUESTIONS. 

How tnAny jeaH ago is it generally supposed, that the 
creation of the world took place? Why is the first book 
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of the Bible called Genesis ; and what appear to be its chief 
ends? Who formed this earth and all its productions? 
What was the work of the first, of the second, the third, the 
fourth, the fifth day? In whose likeness did God make 
man ? In what situation was he placed, and what command 
was given him ? Did Adam and Eve keep the command 
of their God ? What was the result of their disobedience ? 
What is the meaning of the names, Adam and Eve ? 



CHAP. II. 

. Thus were the first parents ofmankind driven 

out of the garden of Eden, the paradise, tho 

abode of ddight; and thus, sin and death entered 

into the world. 

Unto Adam and Eve were born two sons. 
The elder, named Cain, or acquisition, was a 
tiller of the ground; and the younger, named 
Abel, was a keeper of flocks. In process 
of time, it came to pass, that Cain presented 
unto the Lord, an offering of the fruits of the 

f round; while Abel also presented one of the 
rstlings of his flock. God accepted favour- 
ably Abel and his offering, for Abel was good 
and upright; but the o&ring of Cain was re- 
jected of the Lord, for Cain was wicked and 
unrighteous before him. Cain, therefore, was 
greatly displeased, and his countenance was 
dejected. And finding his brother in the fields, 
he slew him. And the Lord God said unto Cain, 
" What hast thou done? The voice of thy 
brother's blood crieth unto me from the ground, 
which hath drunk the blood of thy brother, shed 
by thy hand. The very ground abhorreth thee ; 
a restless fugitive shalt thou be on the face qC 

B 3 
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the earth/* And Cain exclaiiped, ** my punish- 
ment is gfieater than t can bear; thou banishest 
me frdm this place; and when secluded from thy 
presence^ whosoever may meet me, may kill me." 
But God gave a token of security to Cain, that 
he should Hot be slain. And Cain departed into 
a distant country, and there he built a city, 
which he called Enoch, afler the name of his 
son. But his posterity was unrighteous before 
the Lord. 

And unto Adam was bom another son, whom 
he called Seth, or the substitute; and his de- 
scendants were righteous in the sight of God. 
The children of men multiplied upon the face 
of the earth, and built towns, and invented many 
arts; but they became wicked, and generally 
cormpt. Yet, among them, some were pious^ 
and reared God; for Enoch, the fourth m de- 
scent from Seth, was so eminently devout, that 
it is recorded concerning him, that he walked 
with God, and appeared no more, for God took 
him. Noah, also, was so upright in the midst 
of a perverse generataon, that God warned him 
of the deluge which he was about to bring upon 
the earth; and showed unto him the way by 
which he and his family might be saved. He 
was divinely instructed to prepare an ark, or 
large vessel, five hunthred and fifty feet long, 
ninety-one fieet broad, and fifty-five feet in height. 
For nearly one hundred years, while he was 
engaged in constructing the ark, Noah preached 
repentance in vain to the men of his generation. 
They persevered in their course of iniquity, un- 
//7 the earth was filled with oppTossiou* la the 
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year of the world 1656, God commanded Noah 
to enter into the ark, with his family ; and pairs 
of all animals. 

And in the six hundredth year of the life of 
Koah, all the fountains of the great deep were 
broken up ; the sea forsook its proper bed, and 
overflowed the land; the flood-gates of heaven 
were opened, and incessant . heavy rains de- 
scended upon the earth during forty days and 
forty nights. So exceedingly did the mighty, 
waters prevail upon the earth, that they covered 
the loftiest mountains, and all that lived upon 
the earth perished, but the ark floated on the 
surface of the deep. The waters had now re- 
mained on the earth one hundred and fifty days, 
when God caused a strong wind to blow, and 
the deluge began to be diminished, so that the 
ark rested on the mountains of Ararat, and,, on 
the first day of the tenth month, the summits of 
the mountains were uncovered. And when the 
earth was fully dry, at the command of the 
Lord, Noah went forth from the ark, with his 
family, and all the animals that were saved, 
afler he had been enclosed therein one year 
and eleven days. And he offered sacrifice unto 
the Lord God. And God blessed Noah and 
his sons, and appointed the rainbow as a token 
that he would never again destroy all flesh by a 
deluge. The names of the sons of Noah who 
came with him out of the ark, were Shera, Ham, 
and Japhet, from whom the whole earth was re- 
peopled. 

This is the first period, from. iVv^ cx^dSl\wv^ v^ 
the deluge, 1656 years. 
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QUESTIONS. 

Who were the two first sons bom unto Adam and Eve ? 
What were the character and occupation of Cain ? What 
were the character and occupation of Abel ? What obla- 
tions did Cain and Abel offer unto God, and how were 
their oblations received ? What dreadful act did Cain com- 
mit ? What was the sentence passed upon Cain ? What 
did Cain do i^ter his condemnation, and what was the con- 
duct of his immediate descendants ? What substitute was 
given to Adam and Eve for the loss of Abel ? What de- 
scendant of Seth was remarimbly pious ; and what is said 
of him? What cause brought on the deluge? Whom did 
God forewarn of this awful catastrophe, and how long 
was the warning given before the event took place ? By 
what means was Noah saved from the common destruction, 
and who were saved with him ? What were the length, 
breadth, and height, of the ark ? In what manner was the 
deluge produced ? How long was Noah in the ark, and 
what was his first action upon his coming forth on the dry 
land ? What appearance in the heaven did God appoint for 
a sign or pledge that he would not again cover the earth 
with the waters of a deluge ? 



CHAP. III. 



The earth once more emerged from the bo- 
som of the deep, but human bodies grew less 
strong, and human life, which, before the flood, 
was extended to nearly a thousand years, was 
gradually shortened. Noah, himself, indeed, 
lived three hundred and fifty years after the de- 
luge ; so that his whole life endured nine hun- 
dred and fifty years. Noah cultivated the vine 
tree; and of the grapes made wine ; but, being 
j'i^norant of the effect of fermenled Uc^Uor^ he 
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drank thereof, and was intoxicated. Ham be- 
holding his father in this condition, mocked at 
him, but his brothers, Shem and Japhet, cover- 
ing the venerable old man with their garments, 
concealed his shame. For this deed of filial 
reverence and filial affection, they received a 
blessing from the Lord ; but Ham, for his dis- 
respect of paternal sanctity, was condemned, in 
himself, and in his posterity, to be subject unto 
his brethren. Mankind now again multiplied 
greatly^ and an evil spirit of ambition and vio- 
lence prevailed among them. Nimrod, a de^ 
scendant of Ham, was a mighty and pernicious 
conqueror ; and many strong cities did he baild. 
While the inhabitants of all the peopled parts of 
the earth had but one language, it came to pass, 
that, moving from their first place of residence, 
tiiey came to a fertile plain in the land of Shinar, 
where settlings they propoted to erect a city, 
and a tower, whose summit should reteck tne 
clouds ; that they might not be dispersed, and 
that they might take refuge therein should ano- 
ther deluge come. Thus they added disobedi- 
ence to the command of the Eternal, to dis- 
trust of his promise. Then the Lord God con- 
founded the language of mankind, and dispersed 
them over the face of the earth. Therefore 
was the name of that city and tower, which they 
attempted to build, called Babel, or confusion. 
Though the knowledge of the only true God 
might have been continued by uninterrupted 
traudition from Noah, yet the sons of men, for- 
getting the deluge, that signal instance of the 
Almighty's government, gra4(ially departed €c<\\sw 
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true religion. They worshipped the sun, and 
moon, and all the host of heaven ; they made 
unto themselves gods of gold and silver, brass 
and wood ; they changed the glory of the in- 
corruptible God. into an image, made like to cor- 
ruptible man, and to birds, and four-footed 
beasts, and creeping things. 

Witii the confusion of tongues, and the scat- 
tering of mankind, ends the second period, or 
epocha, containing 527 years. 

Abram, a descendant from Shem, was born 
about 350 years afler the deluge. Noah slept 
with his fathers, but Shem yet lived, and Abram 
might have passed a considerable portion of his 
life with his venerable ancestor. A prince in the 
midst of his family, rich in flocks and herds, he 
abode principally near the place where men had 
attempted in vain to erect the tower of Babel. 
Though idolatry prevailed around him, he re- 
tained the pure faith handed down to him from 
his forefatners. He worshipped the God of 
Adam, of Noah, and of Shem, and Him only 
did he serve. And the Lord said unto Abram, 
Depart from thy country and thy kindred, into 
a land which I will show unto thee ; for I will 
make of thee a great nation ; in thee, and in thy 
posterity, shall all human kind be blessed. So 
Abram departed from the plain of Shinar, taking 
with him iSarai, his wife, and Lot, his brother's 
son, and all his possessions, and journeyed to the 
land of Canaan, which God had shown unto him, 
and promised unto his oflipring. And the herds- 
men of Lot disputed with the herdsmen of 
Abram; and Lot and Abram separated, that 
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strife might not be between them. Lot pitched 
his tent by Sodom, in the plain of Jordan, and 
Abram dwelled in Canaan. Abram was ninety 
nine years of age when the Lord God appeared 
unto him in a vision, saying, << I am the Al- 
mighty: walk before me in integrity of heart, 
and I will render thy posterity numerous.^ Thou 
shalt no longer be called Abram, but Abraham, 
or father of a multitude ; and thy wife shalt thou 
no longer call Sarai, the star, but Sarah, the 
fruitful. And Abraham, who had long remained 
childless, had sons born unto him ; Ishmael, the 
progenitor of the Arabians; and by Sarah, Isaac, 
destined to be the father of the chosen people. 

Now, the men of Sodom and Gomorrah, cities 
of the plain, were wicked above all other men. 
And those cities, the Lord God had determined 
to destroy ; for their iniquity was exceeding 
great. But Lot being righteous in his sight, the 
Lord warned him to flee from destruction, with 
his family. And though Abraham intreated for 
them, yet God listened not unto his supplication ; 
for in those cities, not ten just persons were 
found. And God sent a fiery ram of sulphur 
and inflamed ashes, which burnt up the cities 
and their inhabitants, and desolated the whole 
plain. 

And when Isaac was become a youth, the Lord 
God tried Abraham's faith and obedience; for He 
said unto Abraham, '' Take now, thy son Isaac, 
thy son Isaac whom thou lovest, and offer him up 
as a sacrifice on a mountain which I shall show 
thee." And Abraham prepared to obey the 
voice of the Lord, but the LiOy^ ^cc^-^'t^^ ^^ 
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will of Abraham instead of the sacrifice, and* was 
pleased with his submission. A second time 
did Abraham receive a benediction from God, 
and a confirmation of the promise, that in his 
posterity should all the nations of the earth be 
blessed. 

QUESTIONS. 

What change took place in the life of man after the de- 
luge? How long did Noah sunrive the deluge, and how 
long was his whole life? What was the different conduct 
of Noah's sons with respect to him ? Into what state did 
mankind fall after the deluge? Wlio was Nimrod, and 
what were his deeds ? What is the history of the tower of 
Babel? What event closes the second epocha, and how 
many years does that period contain ? When was Abram 
born, and from which of Noah's sons was he descended ? 
What was the character of Abram, and what was his mode 
of life? What was the first striking instance of his obedi- 
ence to God ? Who was Lot ; what was his character ; and 
what great destruction did he escape ? What change was 
made in the names of Abram and Sara'i? Who were 
Abraham's first sons ? What illustrious example of sub- 
mission to the will of God did Abraham exhibit, for which 
he received a repetition of the blessing and promise ? What 
was that promise? 



CHAP. IV. 

Abraham was now become old, and he was 
blessed, and called the friend of God. And 
Sarah, his wife, died at the age of a hundred and 
twenty-seven. And Abraham mourned for Sa- 
rah, and buried her in a cave, in the field of 
Machpelah, in the land of Canaan, which he 
had purchased for a place of sepulture. And 
Jsa^ic grew up, and became a righteous man 

17 
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before the Lord; and Abraham procured him a 
wife from out of the land of his nativity, ^nd 
from his own parentage; Rebekah, the daugher of 
Bethuel, son of Nahor, the brother of Abraham. 
Abraham lived one hundred and seventy-five 
years ; and he died, and was united to his people. 
Ishmael and Isaac, his sons, buried him in the 
cave of Machpelah, ne^r Sarah, his wife. But, 
after the death of Abraham, God blessed, and 
caused to prosper, Isaac, his son. He increased 
in flocks and herds, and became powerful in the 
Jand. And unto him were born two sons, Esau 
and Jacob. 

Esau was an expert hunter, a man of the 
forest, but Jacob was a quiet man, who lived in 
retirement. But Jacob, with Rebekah, his mo* 
ther, who loved him better than she did Esau, 
by craft, gained the paternal blessing due to the 
elder son, which conveyed the principal power 
and posisessions. The blessing which Isaac had 
uninteptionally given to Jacob, filled the heart 
of Esau with aversion for his brother. Isaac 
and Rebekah sent away Jacob, therefore, to 
Bethuel, who dwelled at Padan->aram. And 
Isaac charged Jacob, saying, ^^ Thou shalt not 
take a wife from among the women of Canaan, 
but go to the house of Bethuel, thy mother's 
father, and there take a wife from among the 
daughters of Laban, thy mother's brother, a:nd 
may God, the Omnipotent, bless thee, and mul** 
tipfy thee, that thou mayest become a numerous 
people," And Jacob went to Padan-aram, and 
sojourned there with his mother's kindred four^ 
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teen years, and .married Leah and Rachel, the 
daughters of Laban. God blessed Jacob, and 
he became rich in children, and flocks, and 
herds. And when Laban and his sons became 
jealous and envious of him, he returned to his 
native land. But during his journey thither- 
ward, he discovered Esau his brother advancing 
to meet him, with a band of armed men. Jacob, 
having been informed of his approach, had sent 
forward a present of flocks and herds to his 
brother. When Esau drew nigh, Jacob bowed 
himself to the ground; but his brother ran and 
fell on his neck, and embraced him ; and they 
wept together. Then Esau, perceiving the 
women and children, whom Jacob had arranged 
in three companies, said unto him, Are theso 
your*s, my brother ? And Jacob replied, These 
are the children that God hath given unto thy 
servant. And Esau said. What meaneth that 
troop of cattle which came forth to meet me ? 
Jacob replied, I sent them unto my lord, that he 
might be favourable unto me. And Esau ex- 
claimed, I have enough, my brother, I have 
enough ; keep that thou hast. And Esau re- 
turned the same day to Mount Seir. Thus 
Jacob returned in safety from Padan-aram to 
Sichem, in the land of Canaan. There he pur- 
chased a portion of land in which he pitched 
hid tent, and erected an altar, and invoked the 
mighty God. And God changed his name from 
Jacob, or the supplanter, to Israel, or the con- 
tender with God. Now the sons of Jacob were 
twelve ; Ruben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Dan^ 
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Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Issachar, Zebulon, Joseph 
and Benjamin. These were the fathers of the 
twelve tribes of the Israelites. 

At length Jacob came to his father, Isaac, 
imto Mamre, the City of Arbah or Hebron, in 
the land of Canaan, where both Abraham and 
Isaac had sojourned. The days of Isaac were 
now a hundred and eighty years, when he ex- 
pired full of days, and was united to his people. 
And his sons, Esau and Jacob, laid him in the 
sepulchre that had been bought by Abraham, 
his father. 

QUESTIONS. 

What was the age of Sarah when she died ? How long 
did Abraham live ; where, and by whom was he buried ? 
What was tiie chsu^cter of Isaac, and whom did he marry ? 
What children had he ? What was the difference of cha- 
racter between Esau and Jacob ? What fraud did Jacob 
and Rebeki^ practise towards Esau ? Whither did Jacob 
go to avoid the anger of his brother ? Whom did Jacob 
marry ? How long did he sojourn with his uncle Laban, 
and did he prosper with him ? What happened to Jacob 
during his journey ? What change took place in Jacob's 
name, and where did he fix his abode ? What were the 
names of Jacob's twelve sons, the fathers of the Israelitish 
tribes? At what age did Isaac die, and who buried 
him? 



CHAP. V. 

Jacob dwelled in the land of Canaan in which 
his father had sojourned, and he loved Joseph 
and Benjamin, the sons of his old age, more 
than his other sons, most of whoav Vvad. ^Vv^^w 
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)rethren. And moreover he recour 
father, and unto them two drea 
tic of his future exaltation. And 
*n were wroth against him; so t 
ght to kill him, but Reuben saved 
, shed no blood, but cast him inl 
cisterns of this desert, for he int 
urn and rescue the lad out of the 
1 send him back to their father, 
d him to a caravan of Ishmaelitcs, 
imeying from Gilead to Egypt with 
Isam, and myrrh. And uiey tooli 
oidered robe of Joseph, and dipped 
ood of a kid, and sent it unto tli 
nd Jacob rent his robe, and mou 
lys for his son, saying, '< Some sa 
ith devoured him; I will go dow 
:«^ »» Thiig^ he refused 
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But Joseph having shown himself skilful in the 
interpretation of dreams, was taken from the 
prison to interpret the prophetic dreams of the 
pharaoh, or king. And the events which Joseph 
predicted, seven years of plenty, and seven 
years of famine, came to pass. For his wisdom 
and goodness Joseph was exalted to be the 
second man in the kinj^dom of Egypt, and ruler 
over the land. The king's own ring was put 
upon his finger ; he was clothed in a robe of fine 
linen ; a collar of gold was placed around his 
neck ; he rode in a chariot next after that of 
the king. And Pharaoh gave Joseph for wife 
Aslnath, daughter of the priest of On. By her 
he had two sons ; the elder of whom he called 
Manasseh, or the producer of forgetfulness of 
former calamities, and the younger Ephraim, or 
firuitfulness. The seven years of abundance 
were now passed, and the years of scarcity were 
come, and not only in Egypt, but also in all the 
neighbouring countries did the famine prevail. 
Now, when Jacob heard that corn was sold in 
Egypt, for the granaries were opened which 
Joseph had caused to be filled, during the season 
of plenty ; he sent thither his sons, to buy corn. 
And when they bowed themselves before the 
ruler of Egypt, he knew his brethren, but they 
remembered not him. And having made re- 
peated trials of their disposition towards their 
father, and one another, and induced them to 
bring unto him Benjamin, his own brother ; he 
discovered himself unto them, sent for his fa- 
ther, now stricken in years, and procured from 
Pharaoh one of the most fertile regions of E^y^t^ 

c ?> 
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as a dwelling place for them. And Joseph made 
ready his chariot, and went to meet his father. 
And when he saw his father he descended from 
his chariot, and fell upon his neck, and embraced 
him, and wept* 

And Israel said to Joseph, I am now content 
to die since I have seen thy face alive. Tlie 
whole of the persons of the house of Jacob who 
settled in Egypt, were three score and ten. 
Now Israel dwelled in the land of Egypt seven- 
teen years, so all his days were one hundred 
and forty-seven years. And when Israel was 
drawing near unto death, he called Joseph and 
his sons, and grandsons, around his bed, and 
blessed them, predicting the various fates of 
their several descendants, and their departure 
out of Egypt, and making them swear to carry 
his bones with them, and to inter them with 
those of his fathers in the cave of M achpelah. 
And when he had ended his charge unto his 
children, he drew his feet up in the bed and ex- 
pired; and thus was he united to his ancestors. 
Then Joseph wept over the face of his father and 
embraced him, and commanded his body to be 
embalmed afler the manner of the Egyptians. 
And all the household pf Pharaoh, and the elders 
of the land of Egypt, and all Joseph's family, 
and his brethren, and their children mourned 
for Israel seventy days with great mourning. 
So Joseph resided in Eg}'pt, he and his father's 
house, and he lived a hundred and ten years, 
and saw his sons' grand-children. 

And Joseph, when dying, said unto his bre- 
thren, J am going to my fathers, but God will 
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certainly visit you, and bring you oiit of this 
land into the laixd which he promised to give to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. And he, as did his 
father, bound his children, by oath, to convey 
his bones with them out of Egypt. Thus, 
Joseph died. And they embalmed him, and put 
his body in a coffin in Egypt. 

QUESTIONS. 

What made the brethren of Joseph hate him, and of 
what cruelty were they guilty towards him, and their fa- 
ther 7 Into what country did the Ishmaelites carry Josepii, 
and to whom did they sell him ? How came Joseph to be 
advanced to high honour, and how did he conduct him- 
self? Whom did Joseph marry ? With what dignity was 
he graced? What brought the brethren of Joseph to 
^SyP^^ What was the conduct of Joseph towards his 
brethren and his father ? How old was Jacob when he died, 
and in what manner did he address his children when 
dying ? How long was the life of Joseph ? What were 
his dying prediction and request? 



CHAP. VI. 

Exon us. 



The book named Exodus, or the Out-going, 
relates the departure of the Israelites from 
Egypt, after giving a description of their pre- 
vious state of servitude ; the appointment of 
Moses as their leader ; and the miraculous means 
by which their escape was effected. It narrates 
the journey of the Israelites through the wilder- 
ness; the solemn promulgation of the l«w ^jkv 
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Mount Sinai; and the delivery of the ten com- 
mandments. The greater part of it is ascribed 
to Moses, and the design of the book seems to 
be to continue the history of the important pro-* 
cess by which the eternal had pre-determined 
to bring mankind gradually to the acknowledg- 
ment, and pure worship of the only Uving and 
true God. And Joseph, and his brethren, and 
all the men of that generation died. But the 
children of Israel were fruitful, and multiplied 
exceedingly, and became powerful in numbers^ 
so that the land was filled with them. In the 
meantime a new monarch arose in Egypt, who 
revered not the memory of Joseph ; and he was 
jealous of the children of Israel, lest they should 
become stronger, and more numerous than the 
Egyptians, and should join their enemies in war, 
or by force forsake the land of Egypt. And he 
set task-masters over them, who sorely oppressed 
them, and forced them to build, with extreme 
labour, cities and stupendous works. But the 
more they laboured and were grieved with work, 
the more abundantly did they multiply. More- 
over, Pharaoh commanded that all the male 
children of the Israelites should be put to death 
as soon as bom. Now the wife of a man of the 
tribe of Levi had a son, and seeing that he was 
a goodly child, she concealed him three months. 
And when she could no longer conceal him, she 
made an ark of rushes, or papyrus, and ren* 
dered it water proof by bitumen ; and, placing 
the child therein, she laid it in the sedges on 
the bank of the river Nile, while his sister stood 
at a distance f to know what might be done unto 
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hiin. Now, the daughter of Pharaoh coming to 
bathe in the river, and beholding the ark among 
the sedges, sent one of her handmaidens to fetch 
it. And when the ark was opened she saw ah 
infant therein, and, lo, the babe wept. And she 
said, this is one of the children of the Hebrews. 
Then said the sister of the child to the daughter 
of Pharaoh, ** Shall I call a Hebrew woman who 
may nurse the babe for thee ? " And the daugh- 
ter of Pharaoh said unto her, " Go." And she 
went and called the child's mother, unto whom 
he was given to nurse. But when the child was 
grown, he was brought to the daughter of 
Pharaoh, who adopted him as her son, and 
called his name Moses, or drawn forth. But in 
process of time, Moses beholding the oppression 
of his brethren interposed . in their behalf, and 
was obliged to flee from Egypt. He took re- 
fuge in the country of Midian^ and married the 
daughter of Jethro, a priest, or prince of that 
region ; and there he had sons born unto him. 
Auer many days, it happened that the king of 
Egypt died, yet still the children of Israel 

froaned under the yoke of slavery ; and Jehovah 
eard their cry, and raised up for them a de- 
liverer. For as Moses was keeping the flocks 
of Jethro in the extremity of the desert, he came 
unto mount Horeb ; and behold a flame of Are 
waved in the midst *of a bush before him, yet 
the bush was not consumed. And as Moses 
drew near to see the flame which consumed not 
the bush, a voice from the midst thereof, pro- 
claimed, ** Approach not hither ; take oiF thy 
sandals from tny feet, for the place where tliou 
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standest is holy ground/' And the voice com- 
manded Moses to go into Egypt to the Pharaoh, 
and in the name of the Lord God to demand 
permission for the children of Israel to go a 
journey of three days into the wilderness to 
sacrifice ; and to say unto the elders of Israel, 
that the God of their forefathers had resolved to 
bring them up from the oppression of the Egyp- 
tians, into the land of Canaan, a land flowing 
with milk and honey. And Moses answered, 
^< But lo, if they should not believe me, nor 
hearken to my voice, what then shall I say 
unto them? How shall I prove that the Lord 
is with me?" And God gave Moses power to 
change his staff into a serpent, and again to re- 
store it to its former state ; to< cover his own 
hand with leprosy, and to cleanse it ; to give 
water the appearance of blood. And God ap- 
pointed the brother of Moses, Aaron, to speak 
for Moses, who was slow of speech. And Moses 
did as the Lord had said. And the elders of 
Israel, when they saw the miracles, believed the 
word of Moses which he spake unto them, but 
Pharaoh hardened his heart, and listened not 
unto the command of Jehovah. And by Moses, 
his servant, the Lord sent ten dreadful plagues 
upon the land of Egypt while Pharaoh continued 
to harden his heart. The waters of the Nile 
were turned into blood; the face of the land 
was covered with frogs; swarms of gnats infest- 
ed the whole country; multitudes of beetles 
crawled upon the ground, and in the houses ; a 
grievous mortality destroyed the cattle of the 
J^yptians, while the flocks and herds of the 
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Israelites escaped ; ulcers were produced upon 
man and beast ; a dreadful storm of thunder and 
lightning, and hail, spread destruction through 
the fields ; clouds of locusts destroyed the grass, 
herbs, and fruits. When after each of these 
plagues, Pharaoh violated the promises which 
he successively gave, in one night, the angel of 
the Lord smote all the first-born throughout the 
land of Egypt, both of man and beast, so that 
there was not a house of the Egyptians in which 
was not found one person dead, while in the 
houses of. the Israelites no one dead was seen. 
And Moses appointed a ceremony called the 
Passover, to commemorate this great deliver- 
ance. Then Pharaoh commanded the children 
of Israel to depart immediately. Tliey departed 
therefore with their flocks and herds, and in 
such haste did they depart, that they made no 
preparation for their journey. Thus the Israelites 
departed from Egypt, afler their forefathers had 
sojourned in the land four hundred and thirty 
years; and their number was six hundred 
thousand, without reckoning children. With 
this event terminates the third epocha of 430 
years. 

QUESTIONS. 

What is the meaning of the word Exodus, and what is 
the general narrative of the book .so called ? What hap- 
pened to the children of Israel after the death of Joseph 
and his brethren? What cruel order did Pharaoh issue, 
with regard to the children of the Hebrews ? What Israel- 
itish child was saved by his mother, and how was liis de- 
liverance effected ? By whom was Moae& «kdto<^\.^) vcA v^co^. 
did he do when he was grown up lihat cAct^i^e^X^xs^ \a ^^^& 
from Egypt ? Ja what country d^d Yie teJkft v^aiga'*. ^Wc«s«v 
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did Moses marry ? Wliat extraordinary spectacle did lie 
liehold as he was keeping tlie floclcK of Jethro, liis father- 
in-law, and what command did he receive from God? 
AVhat were the plagues inflicted upon Pharaoh to ol)lige 
liim to let the Israelites depart from his territories ? What 
festival was instituted to commemorate the deliverance of 
the Israelites? How long had the children of Israel so- 
journed in Egypt, and in what manner, and in what 
number, did they depart from it ? 



CHAP. VIL 



Now when Pharaoh suffered the children of 
Israel to depart, God led them by the way of 
the wilderness of the red sea. And thus they 
marched out of Egypt in military array, carry- 
ing with them the bones of Joseph, as Joseph 
had commanded, the Lord going before them in 
a pillar of cloud by day, which by night ap*- 
peared as a pillar or fire. 

And Pharaoh repented him that he had per- 
mitted the children of Israel to go ; and as- 
sembling his chariots and his horsemen, he pur- 
sued after them, and overtook them as they were 
encamped near the Red Sea. And the Israelites 
were inclosed between the mountains and the 
Red Sea and the Egyptians. And Moses stretch- 
ed forth his arm towards the sea, and Jehovah, 
by a vehement east wind, caused the waters 
to separate like a wall on the right and the 
left. Now, the cloudy pillat had removed fVom 
befare the Israelites, and had placed itself be- 
ttyeen them and the Egyptians, unto wliom it 
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appeared dark' and threatening, while to the 
former it shone with resplendent rays, so as to 
enlighten the night. And the Israelites marched, 
as on dry land, through the channel of the sea. 
And the chariots and cavalry of Pharaoh en- 
tered into the sea likewise. But the fiery 
column frightened their horses, and threw the 
Egyptians into confusion. And they began to 
fiee ; but, the children of Israel having come up 
out of the sea, the ' waters returned, and over- 
whelmed the Egyptians, and the whole army of 
Pharaoh was utterly destroyed. And when the 
Israelites saw the mighty power of Jehovali ex- 
ercised upon their enemies, they rejoiced and 
confided in the Lord, and in his prophet. 

The Lord saw fit that the children of Israel 
should journey in the wilderness forty years 
• before they took possession of the land of 
Canaan During that long sojournment, the 
Providence of the Almighty evidently watched 
over them. The pillar of cloud guided their 
march. When the cloud rested on the taber- 
nacle, or great tent of assembly and of worship, 
the host encamped ; and when the cloud rose 
and went forwards, they folded up their tents 
and marched. By day, that miraculous cloud 
sheltered the people under its shade from the 
heat of the sun, and enlightened them by night. 
To quench their thirst water repeatedly gushed 
from the rock when stricken by the rod of 
Moses. Food from heaven was provided for 
them ; for, in the mornings, a thick fall o€ d&^ 
took place around the camp^ atv^ YjVve^ ^^ ^'sk 
was evaporated, there was fouivdi ^<e^o'i\X^^ vv 
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. ii..:ivluav'v\ \>H the surface of the wilderness, a 
...IktuuACC ill small, round, shining globules, like 
■.\' hvHur frost, whitish, and in taste like honeyed 
\\ultM'M; and the children of Israel called this 
loud manna. Their clothes did not wear out in 
all their wearisome wanderings ; and the enemies 
who attacked them fell by their hands. Yet did 
they murmur against their God, and against 
Moses, their leader ; and they were, therefore, 
chastised with sore punishments, and they died 
in the desert for their iniquities ; so that of them 
that were thirty years old when they departed 
out of E^pt, only two arrived in the promised 
land. When the Israelites were encamped by 
the great mountain, Horeb, Moses builded there, 
an futar to Jehovah; and there did Jethro, prince 
of Midian, come to meet him, having heard of 
all that the Eternal had done for the deliverance 
of Israel. And he brought with hiip, his 
daughter, the wife of Moses, and the two sons 
of Moses. And Jethro offered unto Moses wise 
counsel ; and Moses, following the advice of his 
father-in-law, chose judges and rulers of the 
people under him, and thus lightened his own 
burden, and rendered his work more easy. And 
when the children of Israel reached Mount 
Sinai, in the desert, they encamped opposite 
unto the mountain. Moses ascended the moun- 
tain, and a voice from the Lord commao^ed. 
him to purify the people, and to assemble 
them on the third day, that they misht hear 
the covenant and the laws of Jehovan. And 
on the morning of the third day, thunders 
9rere heard, and a heavy dark cloud was seen 



THE HOLY BlBLE. 27 

resting on the mountain, and lightnings breaking 
through the cloud ; and a trumpet-like sound 
was heard so exceedingly strong, that all the 
people in the camp trembled. And Moses led 
forth the people to appear before the Lord; and 
they remained at the lower part of the mountain. 
For Mount l^inai was all in smoke, froni the mani- 
festation of the Lord's presence in flame; and 
the whole mountain trembled. And the trum- 
pet-like sound grew louder and louder, while 
Moses spake ; and a voice issued from the midst 
of the glory. And the voice from God spake 
all these words, saying, << Thou shalt have no 
other gods beside me. Thou shalt not make to 
thyself any ^aven image, nor the likeness of any 
thing that is in heaven above ; or in the earth 
beneath ; or in the water under the earth. Thou 
shalt not bow to them, nor worship them ; for I 
the Lord, thy God, am a jealous God, visiting 
the sins of the fathers upon the children, unto 
the third and forth generation of them that hate 
me, and showing mercy unto thousands that 
love me, and keep my commandments. Tliou 
shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in 
vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless, ^ 
that taketh his name in vain. 

Remember the Sabbath-day, to keep it holy. 
Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work ; 
but the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord 
thy God: in it thou shalt do no manner of work; 
thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy man* 
servant, nor thy maid-se^^'ant, thy cattle, nor 
the stranger that is within lYv^ ^'dX.^'^. '^ort^ >sv 
mIx days, the Lord made Vveav^n *a.\A ^^\^\ ^^ 
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sea, and all that in them is ; and rested on the 
seventh day; wherefore, the Lord blessed the 
seventh day, and hallowed it. Honour thy 
father and thy mother, that thy days may be 
long, in the land which the Lord thy God giveth 
thee. 

Thou shalt not kill. Thou shalt not commit 
adultery. Thou shalt not steal. Thou shalt 
not bear false witness against thy neighbour. 
Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house; 
thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife; nor 
his man-servant, nor his maid-servant, nor his 
ox, nor his ass ; nor any thing that is thy neigh- 
bour's. 

And alli the assembly of the Israelites saw 
the lightnings, and the mountain smoking ; and 
heard Uie thundering, and the trumpet-like 
sound ; and they stood afar off, while Moses 
drew nigh unto the dark stormy cloud, in which 
was the sign of the presence of the Lord. And 
Moses remained forty days, and forty nights on 
the summit of the mountain, in the midst of the 
ctoud; and there did the Eternal give him laws 
for the government of the children of Israel; laws 
of admirable wisdom, prudence, and benevo- 
lence; and regulations for their conduct; and 
directions for constructing the tabernacle; and 
rites and ceremonies to preserve them distinct 
from all other nations ; and a peculiar form of 
worship. Aaron, and his posterity, were divinely 
appointed to be priests and sacrificers. But, 
when Moses descended from the mountain, be- 
hold, the people had fallen into great wickedness 
and sin gainst Jehovah, their GhDd. For, seeing 
that Moses delayed hrs comiivg dovjw fewcv \.V\a 
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mountain, they had said unto Aaron, Make fof 
us, quickly, gods, who may march before *U8 ; 
for, as to this Moses, who led us forth from 
Egypt, we know not what ' is become of him- 
And they had forced Aaron to make, out of 
their ornaments of gold which they gave unto 
him, a golden calf, like what they had seen the 
Egyptians worship ; and they were offering be« 
fore it sacrifices, and were rejoicing around it, 
with songs, and dances, and feasting. But, 
when Moses saw this, his heart was grieved 
within him, and his indignation was kindled. He 
cast to the ground the tablets of stone, on which 
were engraven the laws, and they were broken. 
And he brake to pieces the calf which they had 
made, and reduced it to powder, and scattered 
it over the water which the children were to 
drink. And God was angry witfi the Israelites^ 
and threatened to cast them off, and to transfer 
his blessing unto Moses and his posterity, to 
make of them a mighty nation. But Moses, in 
simplicity and disinterestedness of soul, inter* 
ceded with the Almighty for his people. And 
God hearkened unto the voice of Moses ; and 
the children of Israel vowed to keep the cove- 
nant of the Lord their God. And the Lord 
declared his name to be the Eternal ; the God, 
gracious and merciful ; slow to anger, abounding 
in mercy and truth. . 

But when Moses came down from Mount 
Sinai, behold his face was resplendent with rays 
of light, in the presence of Aaron, and all the 
house of Israel. 

.D 3 
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It extraordinary appeamu* 
It wonderful interposition of the power of 
e in behalf of the Israelites at the red sea ? 
«cts did the Providence of the Almighty g^ 
dde for the children of Israel, during their j 
wilderness? What was the conduct of the 
rarda God and his prophet, Moses? What 
)vided for the Israelites in the desert ? Hov 
; sojournment of the Israelites in the wilder 
hen, and where, and how did God give to tfa 
Israel laws, and rights, and ceremonies? 
d Moses remain on the summit of Mount Sir 
oud? What sin did the people commit, wl 
as absent from them; and whiett was the eff 
-ansgression ? Which are the ten commandmer 
rher laws did God communicate to the people 
tVhat appearance had the face of Moses when h< 
rom tlie mountain? What is the meaning < 
Exodus, and what does that book contain? 
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called the tribe of Levi. The laws contained 
in this book were given by the authority of 
God, to Moses, in the year before the nativity of 
our Saviour, 1490. Aiid these were the princi- 
pal of the laws given unto the Israelites through 
Moses, besides the ten commandments. 

He that curseth father or mother shall suffer 
death. 

Ye shall not vex nor oppress strangers, for 
ye were strangers in the land of Egypt; 

Ye shall not afflict the widow and the father- 
less ; if y£ afflict them in any wise, and they cry 
unto mej Fwill surely hear their cry. 

Ye shall neither. raise nor spread false reports. 
Ye shall take no gifts ; for the gifl blindeth 
the wise, and perverteth the words of the 
righteous*. 

Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judgment ; 
ye shall not honour the person of the mighty, 
but in righteousness shall ye judge your neigh- 
bours. 

Just balances, just weights, just measures, 
shall ye have; 

Ye shall not steal, nor deal falsely; nor lie, 
one to another. 

Ye shall not defraud your neighbour, nor 
rob him. 

The wages of him that is hired, shall not be 
held back by him that hireth. 

Ye shall not curse the deaf, nor place a stum- 
bling block before the blind. 

Ye shall rise up before the hoary heQi.d^ ^»A. 
honour the face of the o\d nveiv \ ^\A,S.^"«x ^^^«^ 
God. 



not go up and down as tale-bearers. 
t killeLli any man slioll surely be put 

kt killeth a beast, shall make it good, 

In not hate your brethren in your heart, 
lalt not revenge ; neither shall ye bear 
Tbut ye shall love jour neighbours ae 

L meetest thine enemy's o'x, or his ass 
■ray, tliou shalt surely bring it back to 

e the ass of liim that hateth thee, 
Ider his burden, thou shalf help to lili 
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give peace in the land, and ye shall lie down, 
and none shall make you afraid ; and I will walk 
among you^ and be your God ; and ye shall be 
my people. 

But if ye will not hearken unto me, I will 
appoint over you, terror and consumption^ and 
the burning ague. And ye shall sow your seed 
in vain, for your enemies shall eat the fruit 
thereof. And if ye will not hearken unto me, 
the earth ahall cease to yield her increase, and 
the sword and pestilence shall be among you ; 
and ye shall be delivered into the hands of your 
enemies ; and I will scatter you among all na- 
tions ; and ye shall perish among the heathen. 

These promises and these threatenings of Je- 
hovah have been exactly fidfilled. As long as 
the children of Israel served and^worshippedJthe . 
Lord their God, they prospered, and uieic?eiier- 
mies prevailed not against them^ But when they 
forsook Jehovah, they fell into subjection unto 
their foes. And when their cup of iniquity was 
filled and ran over, their sacred city and temple 
were destroyed, and they were dispersed among 
the nations; in which miserable conditioa. we 
now behold them. 



QUESTIONS. 

What does the book of Leyiticus contain ? Of what na- 
ture were the laws and r^ulations giyen to the Israelites ? 
What were the laws inculcating just dealings ? What were 
the laws inculcating humanity to beasts, and benevolence to 
men ? By what promises and threatening^ vrete thftSR/Vn^-i. 
sanctioned F Were those prbuuBes wftA. \£l«car«& 'wcksskss.- 
plished ? 



34 AN EPITOME OF 



CHAP. IX. 



The book, entitled Numbers, derives its name 
from the account which it contains of the mus^ 
tering and numbering the children of Israel* 
Two of these numbenngs were made ; the first 
in the beginning of the second year after their 
departure from Egypt ; and the second in the 
plains of Moab, towards the conclusion of the 
sojournment in the wilderness. This book de- 
scribes, likewise, the joumies and encampments 
of the Israelites, after the promulgation of the 
law on Mount Sinai ; the signal punishments in- 
flicted upon them for their murmuring, distrust, 
and rebellion. It is ascribed to Moses, and the 
narrative it gives includes aspiace of about thirty 
eight years. 

And in the second year after their departure 
from Egypt, says the historian, the Eternal spake 
unto Moses in the desert of Sinai, that he should 
number the children of Israel, by their tribes 
and families, the males from twenty years of 
age and upwards, who were capable of'^ bearing 
arms ; and the whole number was found to be 
603,550 ; so exceedingly had the people of 
Israel multiplied. But the Levites were not 
numbered, for that they had the charge o£ the 
tabernacle and its services, and went not out to 
battle. And God directed Moses to fix the or- 
der of their encampment. And when the taber- 
nacle was set up, the cloud covered it, and from 
evening unto morning, through the whole night. 
It appeared Hke fire. And when the people were 
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encamped in the desert of Paran, the Eternal 
said unto Moses, '' Send men to explore the 
Jand of Canaan which I give unto the children 
of Israel ; out of each tribe shalt thou send one 
leading man." At the command of Jehovah^ 
therefore, these chief men among the tribes of 
Israel departed from the wilderness of Paran, 
and explored the land of Canaan. And from the * 
vale of Eshcol, they brought a vine branch with 
one cluster of grapes, so large as to be carried 
between two of them upon a pole, and pome- 
granates and figs. 

And upon their return, aHier an absence of 
forty days, they said unto Moses, before the 
assembly of the people, " We went into the land 
whither thou didst send us, which, indeed, flow- 
eth with mi}k and honey, for these are some 
of its fruits ; but strong are the people that in- 
habit it ; and large and fortified are its cities ; 
there, too, we saw gigantic' men." And the 
children of Israel were terrified at the report of 
the spies, and began to niurmur against Mosds. 
But Caleb, one of the spies, saiof unto them^ 
<' Let us go up and take possession of the land, 
for we are certainly able to subdue it:*' but his 
companions said, << We are not able to go up 
against that people, for they are stronger than 
we." . And, moreover, they spread a£rroad an 
evil report of the land, that it devoureth its 
inhabitants by sickness. And the Israelites were, 
above measure, agitated, and cried aloud, '' Let 
us appoint a chi^, and return to Egy^t/' Av\d^ 
Moses and Aaron fell on their {ace!& m^x^^^-wa^ 
of the assembly^ while Joshua axidi CA^ ^\x«s^ 
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to soothe the children of Israel. But they fi 
preparing to overwhelm them with stones^ w 
the glory of the Lord appeared in the cl 
over the convention tent, or tabernacle, in 
sight of all the children of Israel. And the i 
who had brought the evil report of the land f« 
struck dead before the whole assembly; but 
them Caleb and Joshua remained alive. And 
people mourned and repented them of their 

2uity ; and» at the intercession of Moses, 
lOrd their God pardoned their transgress 
But again they sinned, when they came to 
wilderness of Zin ; in that they murmured, 
cause water was not found, saying, << Oh, that 
had died when our brethren expired before 
Lord ! Why have ye brought us out of Eg^ 
to perish here by thirst ?" And the glory of* 
Lord shone fortn from over the tabernacle, 
he commanded Moses to bid water flow froni 
rock. And Moses smote the rock twice with 
rod, and the streams gushed out abundan 
But Moses and Aaron sinned, by mistrusting 
providence of their God, and therefore wa 
said unto them, '< Ye shall not brine this pec 
into the land which I give into them.'' i 
behold the time came when Aaron shoudd 
united to his fathers. And by command of G 
Moses and Aaron, and Aaron's son, Elea 
went up to mount Hor, in the sight of the wl 
assembly. And Moses, taking off the prie 
garments irom Aaron, put them upon Elef 
his son. And Aaron died there, on the sum 
of the mountain ; and the whole house of Is; 
mourned for him thirty days. Again the c 
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dren of Israel murmured against Jehovah, and 
Moses their guide, despising the manna with 
which God fed them. And the Lord sent among 
them serpents, whose Jbite inflamed like fire; and 
many of the people died. But the children of 
Israel repented of their transgression, and Moses 
prayed unto the Lord for them ; and the Lord 
conmianded Moses to make a serpent of brass, 
and to place it upon a pole.  And it came to 
pass, that whosoever of the people was bitten, 
and looked up unto the brazen serpent, was 
healed. The Israelites were now arrived in the 
plains of Moab ; when Ba]ak, king of the Moab- 
ites, terrified by the' approach of their multi- 
tudes, and having heard what great things Je- 
'hovah had done for the Israelites, sent for Ba- 
laam, famous for his divinations, to imprecate a 
curse on the children of Israel ; but the Lord 
put a blessing into the mouth of the seer, when, 
from the lofty summit of mount Pisgah, he be- 
held the host of* Israel, instead of the curse 
which Balak required. But Jehovah God spake 
unto Moses, saying, '^ Go up to the top of mount 
Abarim, and view the land which I give unto 
my people, for when thou hast beheld it, thou 
slialt surely die without going thither, because 
that when the assembly was contentious in the 
wilderness of Zin, thou and Aaron disobediently 
neglected to glori^ me in their presence. Take 
Joshua, the son ot Nun, who is a man of spirit, 
and lading thy hands upon him, let him receive 
a portion of Uiy power, that the whole assembly 
may obey him. ' And Moses d\^ ^& ^^ \as^^ 
commanded him. He took JoAwva.^^xA'^'^^'^^'^' 
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ed him to Eleazar and the whole a98erably, and 
laying his hands upon him, Moses resigned the 
charge which the Lord God had entrusted unto 
him. 

The book of Deuteronomy^ the last of the five 
books called the Pentateuch, containeth the ad- 
mirable last address of Moses to the children of 
Israel, being a recapitulation of the law, and a 
commentary upon the ten commandments ; it 
gives, also, an account of the death of that il* 
lustrious lawgiver. And when Moses had spoken 
all these words, he went up from the plains of 
Moab, unto the top of mount Nefoo, called also 
Pisgah, or Abarim. And thence he beheld all 
the land, from the river of Egypt to the greait 
river Euphrates, and to the farther sea. And the 
Lord said unto him, " That is the land of which to 
your forefathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
I covenanted, saving. To your posterity will 1 
^ive it. With thme eyes have I made thee see 
It, but over unto it thou shalt not go." So 
Moses, the servant of Jehovah, died there in 
the land of Moab, according to the word of the 
Lord. He was one hundred and twenty years old 
when he died ; yet his eye^ were not dim, nor 
his vigour gone. But there has not since arisen 
in Israel, such a prophet as Moses, with whom 
the Lord held such immediate communication, 
in regard to all the signal prodigies which Jeho- 
vah sent him to work in the land of Eejrpt, 
against Pharaoh, and all his servants, and the 
mighty and tremendous deeds which he did in 
the sight of all Israel. Moses died about 1451 
j^ears before the birth of Christ, 
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QUESTIONS. 



Whence is deriyed the name of the book of Numbers, 
and. what does that book contain ? When did the two num^ 
beiings of the diildren of Israel take place ; and what was 
the number of males above twenty found to be, at the first 
mustering ? What men were sent to explore the land of 
Canaan, what was their report, and what was the effect of 
that report? What was the fate of the explorers, and which 
of them, being faithful, were saved and rewarded ? Upon 
what occasion did Moses and Aaron sin against the Lord, 
and what sentence was passed upon them? Where did 
Aaron die? Who succeeded Aaron in the priesthood? 
What was the method appointed by God for healing the 
IfBRBelites who were bitten by the fiery serpents ? What did 
Balak, king of Moab, do to fortify himself against the 
Israelites? Who was chosen of God to be the successor 
of Moses? What is the meaning of the word Deutero- 
nomy, and what does that book contain ? What was the 
nature of the last address of Moses to the children of Israel ? 
What was the manner of tlie death of Moses ? When did 
Moses die ? 



CHAP. X. 



The death of Moses, and the arrival of tlie 
Israelites at the end of their wanderings through 
the wilderness, terminates the fourth epocha 
of sacred history. The book of Joshua relates 
the manner in which the children of Israel took 
possession of the land of Canaan, and the allot- 
ment of that region among the tribes. It is 
generally supposed, that Joshua wrote tbkfi. 
greater part of this narrative; iVve oXXvet \wx\. \^ 
attnb^ied to Ezra. Joshua ^ucc^^^^^ ^^'e*^ 

E 2 
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about the year of the world 255S, and before 
Christ 145i. 

After the death of Moses, the servant of (Jie 
Lord, the Eternal said unto Joshua, the son ofNun^ 
** Moses, my servant, is dead. Prepare thou, 
and all the people, to pass the river Jordan, and 
to enter that land which I give unto them. No 
man shall be able to resist thee all the days of 
thy life ; for, as I was with Moses, so will I be 
with thee; I will not forsake thee. Only be 
thou firm in the observance of the law which 
Moses, my servant, gave thee in charge. Let 
the book of that law never be out of thy sight, 
out meditate thereon by day and by night. 
Fear not; for Jehovah, thy God, is with thee." 
And Joshua led the children of Israel unto the 
Jordan, in battle array, according to their seve- 
ral tribes. And, lo, by the power of the Al- 
mighty, the waters divided, to give a passa^ to 
the Israelites, as soon as the feet of the priests, 
who bore the ark, or sacred chest, containing 
the tablets of stone, on which were engraved 
the ten commandments, touched the surface of 
the river, which, at that seasonj overflowed its 
banks. And the city called Jericho, which 
Joshua besieged after uie passage of the Jordan, 
was taken by the Israelites. For the Lord Grod 
had commanded Joshua to cause the host to 
march round Jericho for six days successively; 
while the priests bore the ark in their front, and 
sounded their trumpets before the host. But 
on the seventh day, they encompassed the city 
seven times; and, at the seventh time, when the 
priests' blew their trumpets, and all the people 
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shouted with a great shout, behold, the walls of 
Jericho fell down. And the Lord was with 
Joshua as he had promised ; for the princes and 
tribes of the Canaanites fell before him. But 
Adoni-tzedek^ Idng of Jerusalem, made a league 
with four other rulers of the land, and with their 
united armies, came they to attack the children 
of Israel. And Joshua marched to meet them, 
and they joined battle near Gibeon. But the 
kings fled from before the face of Israel, for 
the Eternal had scattered terror among them. 
And a dreadful tempest of wind and hall fell 
upon them in their flight; and the sun and moon 
appeared to stand st3l ; the light was miracu- 
lously prolonged, for their destruction, and to 
perfect the victory of Joshua, the captain of the 
Lord's people. And the. Israelites, led on by 
Joshua, subdued all the land ; the south country 
and the plain, and the mountainous region. 
And when Joshua had conquered the promised 
land, he divided it, according to the divine di« 
rection, into twelve portions according to the 
number of the tribes of Israel. To nine of the 
tribes he assigned their portions by lot. The 
descendants of Manasseh and Ephraim, sons of 
Joseph, formed two tribes. But the tribe of 
Levi received no allotment of the conquered 
lands; for, as unto the Levites was intrusti^d the 
care of the tabernacle and its services^ tliey. 
were to be supported by the sacrifices and offer- 
ings ; and to them were given only cities in which 
to dwell, and the pastures around those cities 
for iheir Bocks. But uivto C^X^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^ 
Jepbwma, whoy with JoBlaua> m^<^<& % Si>J^c&^ 
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report, when Moses, the man of God, sent the 
chiefs of the tribes to explore the land of Ca- 
naan, did Joshua give Mount Hebron, the por- 
tion he required, agreeably to the promise of 
Moses. Many days had now passed after that 
the Lord had given rest to the Israelites from 
their surrounding enemies. Joshua was far ad- 
vanced in years when he called the assembly 
of the Israelites together; their elders, chiefs, 
and judges, to whom he said, ** Behold, I am far 
advanced in age ; but ye have seen all that the 
Lord your God hath done for you; how he 
hath settled you in the land which he promised 
unto your fathers. Take heed that ye love the 
Lord your God; for if ye disobey him, he will 
inflict upon you all manner of evil, until he have 
destroyed you off this good land." And Joshua 
reminded the whole assembly of the wonders 
which God had wrought in their behalf. And 
he said unto them, ** Reject the gods whom your 
forefathers served on the other side of the river, 
and in Egypt, and serve the Lord; or, if it 
seem unfit for you to serve the Lord, choose, 
yourselves, this day, whom ye will serve ; but, 
as for me, and my house, we will serve Jehovah." 
And they replied, ** The Lord our God will we 
serve, and his voice will we obey." Then Joshua 
caused a large stone to be set up there, under 
an oak, and said to all the people, <* Lo, this stone 
shall foe a testimony against you, if ye deny 
your God." Thus, that day, Joshua made a co- 
venant with the people ; and he sent bark the 
people, each man to his own habitation. After 
thst, Joshua, the servantof the Lord, died, aged 
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one hundred and ten years ; and he was buried 
on Mount Ephraim. During all the life of 
Joshua, and of the elders who had witnessed the 
wonders which the Eternal had wrought in fa- 
vour of Israel, the Israelites served the Lord. 

At Sichem, they interred the bones of Joseph, 
which the Israelites had brought from Egypt. 
Eleazar, the son of Aaron, died also, at this pe* 
riod, and was buried at Gibha, upon Mount 
Ephraim, which had been given to Phinehas, his 
son. 

QUESTIONS. 

What events terminate the fourth epocha of sacred his- 
tory? What is* contained in the book of Joshua? To 
whom is that book attributed ? When did Joshua succeed 
Moses? What was the first evident interposition of diyine 
Providence, in behalf of the Israelites, after the supreme 
authority was vested in Joshua ? How was the city of 
Jericho taken? What miraculous calamity fell upon the 
wicked army of the Canaanitish princes ? How did Joshua 
divide the conquered lands among the tribes? What por- 
tion was assigned to the Levites ? What part was given to 
Caleb ? Wbett was the nature of the address which Joshua 
made to the children of Israel before his death ? Where 
was Joshua buried? Where were the bones of Joseph de- 
posited? Where was Eleasar interred? What was the 
conduct of the Israelites during the life of Joshua, and 
of the elders who witnessed the wonders which God did by 
him? 
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whole generation of men, who '. 
ther with Joshua and the elders. 
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enemies, who oppressed them grievously. Never- 
theless, when they were greatly distressed, Je- 
hovah raised up men to administer justice, and, 
by their skill and valour, to rescue the Israel- 
ites from their foes. They were called judges ; 
yet to their judges they would not listen, but 
went astray after false deities. For although the 
LfOrd when he raised up judges to them, was' 
with their judge, and saved them all the days of 
the judge, yet no sooner was the judge dead, 
than they relapsed, and became more corrupt. 
Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, and Barak, under the 
guidance of a prophetess, named Deborah, suc- 
cessively judged and rescued Israel. After the 
decease of Deborah, the children of Israel a^ain 
fell into idolatry, and Jehovah permitted them 
to be enslaved by the Midianites, for the space 
of seven years ; but after that, Gideon, of the 
tribe of Manasseh, animated by a divine im- 
pulse, overthrew the altar o£ an idol god, turned 
the people from their idolatry, defeated the 
multitudes of the Midianites, and freed his coun- 
try from their yoke. But after the diecease of 
Gideon, during the time wherein Abimelech, his 
son, and Tola, and Jair, successively judged 
Israel, the people again went astray from 
the Lord their God, and he delivered them into 
the power of the Ammonites. But when they 
repenl^ of their iniquity, God raised up a 
mighty man of valour, Jephtha, to^ redeem them 
from the hand of their oppressors. And he smote 
the Ammonites with great slaughter, and set 
free his people. And after him Ibzan, £lon, 
and Abdon, were judges in Israel. But for their 
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iuB'ered the Israelites to be subdued 

I PliilUlines, who oppressed them fort} 

And the Eternal appointed a deliverei 

, Samson, endowed with supernatural 

And many of the Philistines did he 
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Hophni and Phineas, were transgressors of the 
law, and their father restrained them not. And 
God punished them, and him; for they were 
slain in battle against the Philistines, and the 
ark of the covenant was taken ; and Eli, when 
these tidings came unto him, fell backwards, 
and being heavy with age, he brake his neck, 
and died. But Samuel, who had been, from 
early childhood, brought up in the service of the 
tabernacle, by Eli, and had been his minister, 
was appointed by God to be judge in Israel ; 
and God was with him, and by him performed 
wonderful works. Samuel administered justice 
throughout the land with wisdom and prudence ; 
and under him did the people prosper. 

But Samuel being stricken in years, esta- 
blished his sons, Joel and Abia, as judges in 
Israd ; and they walked not in the steps of their 
father, Ifut were greedy of gain, and took bribeg, 
and perverted justice. And the elders of Israel 
assembled, and said unto Samuel, '^ Behold thou 
art become old, and thy sons tread not in thy 
path; set thou a king over us, therefore, like 
unto other nations, that he may judge us." But 
as this, their request, manifested insensibility of 
their happiness in having Jehovah for their 
immediate kin^, it displeased Samuel. And the 
Lord commanded Samuel to show unto the peo- 
ple what evils a bad king might inflict upon 
them : and Samuel did so ; y«t unto him the 
children of Israel listened not. Then the Lord 
said unto Samuel, << Grant their request, anii 
give unto them a king." And God directed 
Samuel to anoint to the office of king, . Saul, a 
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Stand upon the concurrent testimony of anti- 
quity. The first book of Samuel contains a space 
of nearly eighty years> from the birth of Samuel, 
A.C. 1136, to the death of Saul, A.C. 1056. The 
second book of Samuel has been ascribed to the 
prophet Nathan, or to the prophet Gad, but 
upon very doubtful authority. It contains prin- 
cipally the reign of David,- as the first does that 
of Saul. 

Afler Saul had been anointed king, but before 
he had been publicly acknowledged, Nahash, 
king of the Ammonites, invaded the land of 
Israel. But Saul gathered together the men 
of Israel and of Judah, and deteated the army 
of the Ammonites. And upon this, all the peo- 
ple went to Gilgal, and there they established 
Saul as king. And they said, '< Bring hither the 
men who rejected Saul, and put them to death." 
• But Saul, with noble generosity, replied, '^Letnone ' 
die on this day in which the Lord hath delivered 
Israel." And the children of Israel rejoiced with 
great joy. And Samuel spake unto the people, 
*^ Behold I have given you a king as you requir- 
ed, to march before you to battle. My head is 
hoary with age. From my youth, to this hour, 
have I been your judge ; and now I appear with 
you before me Lord, and his anointed. Answer 
.me then, whose ox, or whose ass have I taken ? 
Whom have I oppressed, or trodden under foot ? 
Of whom have I received gifts, to pervert jus- 
tice? Speak, and I will make restitution." And 
.the people replied, << Thou hast not oppressed 
:U8, nor taken any thing from any one of us; 
neither hast thou received bribes." 
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slew him by a stone fi'om his sling. And because 
all the people praised David, Saul was jealous 
of him, and attempted to slay him ; but his son, 
Jonathan, who Iqved David as his own life, saved 
him from the wrath of the king, his father. Sa- 
muel, the prophet, having anointed David as 
future king over Israel, David fled from before 
the face of Saul. And he came to Nob, one of 
Ihe cities of the Levites, and took refuge, for a 
time, with Ahimelech, the priest; and thence 
be departedi to sojourn in a cavern of the wood, 
near HaduUam; and there his relations and 
friends assembled around him. Saul put Ahi- 
melech, the priest, and all the inhabitants of 
Nob, to the sword, because they had received 
David. And Saul j^ursued after David; and 
twice was Saul's life m the hand of David ; yet 
David would not slay him, because he was the 
Lord's anointed, and the father of Jonathan, his 
friend. The Philistines came again against the 
children of Israel, and they joined in battle to- 
gether, and the Israelites fled ; and many of the 
people were slain on mount Gilboa, and the Phi- 
listines surrounded Saul and his sons, and they 
killed Jonathan, Abinadab, and Malki souah, 
BODS of Saul. But the archers of the enemy 
pressed close upon Saul, and wounded him, and 
he threw himself upon his own sword, and died. 
And when David heard that Saul was dead, he 
mourned for him, because he was his father-in- 
law, and his king. He mourned also for Jona- 
than, his friend and brother, with great lament- 
ation ; and all Israel bewailed Saul and Jonathan. 
But.when the days of thie mourning were past ; 
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him from Jerusalem. Yet the Lord saved 
David from his rebellious son ; Absalom was de- 
feated and slain ; and David returned to Jerusa- 
lem and to his palace. David lived to a good 
old age, and ruled the people of the Lord with 
righteousness, and according to the laws of 
Jehovah. He collected together in abundance, 
gold, silver, ivory, precious stones, and curious 
wood, to build a temple to Jehovah, and for his 
service. But this, the prophet Nathan, forbade, 
by the command of Jehovah, because David had 
been a man of war, and a sinful man. Yet the 
promise was given of the continuance of the 
the crown in his family ; and that Solomon his 
son should erect the temple of the Lord. And 
David died in peace. And the kingly power 
was confirmed to Solomon his son, who went to 
Gibeon to sacrifice there, that being the most 
renowned high place; and there did the king 
offer sacrifices unto the Lord. And at Gibeon 
God spake unto Solomon in a dream, s&ying, 
** Ask, what shall I give thee?" And Solomon re- 
plied, '^ O Lord my God, as tliou hast made thy 
servant king in the place of my father David, 
I am very young and know not how to conduct 
myself, in the midst of thy chosen people, give, 
therefbre, to thy servant a discerning mind to 
do justice to thy people, that I may discern 
between right and wrong ; for how else shall I 
do justice to this thy great people ?" And the 
request of Solomon was pleasing unto the Lord. 
And God said unto him, " Because thou hast not 
asked for thyself length of days, nor riches, nor 
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the lives of thine enemies, but discernment to 
administer justice ; behold, I grant thee wisdom, 
and also riches and glory." The wisdom of 
Solomon was great ana renowned, and his 
power and dominion were extensive ; and under 
nim the people prospered, and traded unto dis- 
tant lands, and the glory of Israel was greatly 
exalted. According to the promise of the Lord 
unto David, Solomon buiided a magnificent 
temple unto Jehovah, at Jerusalem ; and Hiram, 
king of Tyre, assisted Solomon with cedar-wood, 
and skilful workmen. And peace was in the 
days of Solomon. But Solomon took unto him, 
for wife, the daughter of the king of Egypt ; 
and in his old age he went astray from the Lord 
his God, and his glory departed from him ; and 
a prophet of Jehovah predicted to him that the 
crown of Israel should not continue in his fa- 
mily. Solomon reigned at Jerusalem, over all 
Israel, forty years ; and he slept with his fathers, 
and was buried in the city of David, and his son 
Rehoboam reigned in his stead. The reigns of 
David and Solomon constitute the golden age 
of the Israelitish history. 

The first and second books of Kings cannot 
be positively assigned to any particular author, 
though some have ascribed them to Jeremiah, 
and others to Ezra. They appear to contain a 
selection from the Hebrew records. The first 
book of kings comprizes a period of one hundred 
and twenty-six years, from the decease of David 
A. C. 1015, to that of Jehoshaphat A.C. 889. 
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QUESTIONS. 



To whom are the first and second books of Samuel at- 
tributed, and what portion of the Israelitish history do they 
contain ? "What was the noble address of Samuel to the 
Israelites, when he laid down the judicial authority? 
What were the chief actions, and the fate of Saul? 
Wliat was the conduct of Jonathan, the son of Saul? 
What was the state of David's prosperity? Who was 
David's fiiend ? What was Saul's conduct towards David? 
How did Saul punish Ahimelech and the Levites for 
having received David ? What was the end of Saul and 
Jonathan ? Who succeeded Saul ? Of what part of Israel 
was David king, at first? What city did David make his 
rc^ral residence? What were the actions and character of 
David ? How long did David reign ? Did Samuel die 
before, or after Saul? What great calamity afflicted 
David ? Why was not David permitted to build a temple 
to Jehovah at Jerusalem ? Who succeeded David in the 
throne of Israel? What excellent choice did Solomon 
make, when God in a dream, directed him to ask for 
what he wished ; and what was the reward df his modera- 
tion? Was the reign of Solomon prosperous? How did 
he disgrace his old age? What prediction was made to 
him in consequence of his folly? What constitutes the 
•golden age of the Israelitish history ? To whom are the 
first and second books attributed, and of what events do 
they contain the history? 



CHAP. xni. 



After the death of Solomon, all Israel as- 
sembled at Sichem, to consecrate the new 
king. And Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, as- 
cended the throne of his fadier. He possessed 
not the wisdom of Solomon, his father ; for he 
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followed not th« counsel of the elders, who, 
under Solomon, had ruled the kingdom; but 
listening to the words of his young and rash 
companions, he rejected with severity and con- 
tempt the prayer of the p^eople, that he would 
lighten the weight of that yoke which was laid 
upon them. And Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, 
rebelled against him, and ten of the tribes fell 
away from the royal house of David, and made 
Jeroboam king. But the tribes of Judah and 
Benjamin remained faithful unto the family of 
David. This separation of the ten tribes ter- 
minates the sixth period of the Israelitish his- 
tory. Jeroboam established his royal seat in 
Sichem, and he feared lest, if the people went 
up to Jerusalem to worship, the kingdom should 
return unto the house of David. Jeroboam 
made, therefore, two golden calves, the one of 
which he set up in Bethel, and the other in Dan, 
and he said unto the people, ^< Journey not with 
pain unto Jerusalem, for behold, O Israel, thy 
gods which brought thee out of the land of 
Egypt !'* Thus Jeroboam caused Israel tb sin, 
in turning away from the living God. 

Rehoboam was forty^one years old when he 
began to reign ; and in ' the fifth year of his 
reign Shishak, king of Egypt, besieeea Jerusalem, 
and carried away the treasures of the house of 
the Lord, those of the royal house, and the 
bucklers of gold which Solomon had caused to 
be made, for which Rehoboam substituted buck- 
lers of brass. 

Seventeen years did Rehoboam reign over 
Jadah and Benjamin ; and he warred against 
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Jeroboam, and prevailed not ; for the men of 
Judah did that which was displeasing in the 
eyes of the Eternal. They consecrated high 
places and groves and images. Rehoboara died, 
and Abijam, his son, succeeded. He wais 
prosperous in war against Jeroboam, the son of 
Nebat ; but he also departed from the Lord his 
God ; and he reiened three years in Jerusalem, 
and was gatherea to his fathers, and was buried 
in the city of David. Asa, his son, began to 
reign over Judah, in the twentieth year of Je- 
roboam, king of Israel. He reigned m Jerusalem 
forty-one years. He was wise, valiant, and 
good, for he purified the people frotn. idolatry ; 
and he was prosperous in his doines. He died, 
and Jehoshaphat, his son, reigned in his stead. 
He trod in the steps of his fiither ; he avoided 
the idolatry of the kings of Israel, and therefore 
God was with him, and he prospered in his 
deeds. Twenty and five years did he reign, 
and he died in peace, and was buried with his 
fathers. Jehoram, his son, when he began to 
reign, put his brethren to death, and many of 
the princes of Judah* He forsook the only true 
God, the God of his fathers, atld having reigned 
eight years doing evil, he died, and was buried 
in the city of David, but not in the sepulchres 
of the kings. To him succeeded Ahaziah, his 
son, who also sinned against the Lord, and, to- 
gether with Joram, the wicked king of Israel, 
was slain by Jehu, the usurper of the Israelitish 
throne. Athaliah, his wicked and idolatrous 
mother, put to death all the royal family of 
Judah, excepting Joash, whom the Lord saved 
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from the hand of the destroyer. Athaliah 
reigned six years in Jerusalem, when Jehoiada, 
the priest, dethroned her, and jp]&ced the crown 
upon the head of Joash. The priests, the 
princes, and the people, destroyed the temples, 
and the images of the idols, and covenanted to 
serve the living God. Forty years did Joash 
reign in Jerusalem, and dunng the life of Je- 
hoiada, he obeyed the word of the Lord; but 
when Jehoiada was gathered to his fathers, Joash 
did evil in the sight of Jehovah, for he put to 
death Zechariah, the prophet, son of Jehoiada ; 
and departed from the Lord his God. He was. 
defeated by the Sjrrians, assassinated by his ser- 
vants, and was buried in the city of David. 
Amaziah, his son, reigned in his stead« And 
Amaziah began to reign in the fear of the Lord, 
but he afterwards forsook the worship of Je- 
hovah for that of idols, and the Lord gave him 
into the hands of the king of Israel, who took 
Jerusalem, and broke down part of its walls, 
and carried away the treasures from the temple. 
Having reigned twenty and nine years, Ama- 
ziah was slain by his people. Uzziah, his son, 
succeeded, and reigned fifty-two years. The 
first part of his reign was wise and prosperous ; 
but the latter part thereof was unhappy, for he 
was afflicted with leprosy, because he had taken 
upon himself the office of priest. He was de- 
posed, and died ; and Jotham, his son, reigned 
in his stead. Sixteen years did Jotham reign 
with wisdom and success, but his successor, 
Ahaz^ turned unto idols, and he was delivered 
up into the hands of the SyTificas.. Hezekiah, 



THE HOLY BIBLE. 59 

who next occupied the throne of David, restored 
the worship of Jehovah, and purified the temple. 
The Lord delivered him from the superior power 
of Sennacherib, king of Assyria, by a miraculous 
plague, or blast of the desert, which destroyed 
the Assyrian host. When likewise, Hezekiah 
was grievously afflicted with disease, even unto 
deathman immediate interpositionof the Almighty 
saved him from the grave. Nine and twenty 

5 ears Hezekiah reigned, and he died ; and all 
udah mourned for him. Manasseh succeeded 
Hezekiah^ and. he reigned fifty years. But he 
did evil in the sight of the Lord. And the 
Lord permitted him to fall into the hands of 
the Assyrians, and he was carried in fetters to 
Babylon; but humbling himself before God, he 
was restored to his kingdom. He died, and 
Josiah reigned in his stead. And Jostah turned 
unto the Lord his God, and restrained idolatry, 
and repaired the temple, and re-established the 
worship of Jehovah. Thirty and one years 
Josiah reigned ; when engaging in battle against 
the Egyptians, he was wOunded even unto death. 
In the sepulchres of the kings of Judah was he 
buried, and he was lamented by the prophet 
Jeremiah, and by all the people. Jehoahaz, 
his son, when he had reigned three months 
only, was carried away captive into Egypt by 
Pharaoh-necho. His brother, Jehoiakim, reigned 
in his stead, and, after having reigned wickedly 
eleven years, was conveyed unto Babylon by 
Nebuchadnezzar, the king. JehoiacKuv^!\viik%k^s^^^ 
was taken away likewise unto "B«Sa^\w\> ^sA^kjia 
brother Zedekiah reigned Vn \C\^ ^X^"a.^^ ^'^ 
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disobeyed the command of Jeremiah, the pro- 
phet, and did evO in the sight of the Lord. 
And he reigned eleven years, and rebelled 
against the King of Babylon. And Jerusalem 
was taken and destroyed, with the temple of the 
Lord. The eyes of Zedekiah were put out, and 
he was bound in fetters of brass. Thus the 
kingdom of Judah was utterly overthrown, and 
its succession of kings ceased, A. C. 588, after 
having lasted four hundred and sixty-eight years. 
Moreover the land was left desolate for seventy 
years, according to the word of the Lord, 

QUESTIONS. 

Who succeeded Solomon ? What was the conduct of 
Rehoboom on his accession to the throne ? Who caused 
the separation of the ten tribes from the family of David ? 
Into what an did Jeroboam lead the childr^i of Israel ? 
Which two of the tribes adhered to the house of David ? 
How long did the kingdom of Judah last ? What were 
the names of the kings who successively aseended the 
thrdne of Judah ? Whidi of those monarchs were wise, and 
good, and pleasing in the sight of the Lord ? Who sub- 
verted the kingdom of Judah ? When did that txanaaction 
take place, and what particular events attended its over- 
throw? 
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CHAP, XIV. 



Jeroboam made Samaria the capital of the 
kingdom of Israel, and he had reigned twenty 
and two years, when he died ; and Nadab, his 
son, reigned in his stead. Nadab did that which 
was displeasing unto the Eternal, for he walked 
in the steps of his father, and committed the sin 
of idolatry, into which Jeroboam had led the 
Israelites. And Baasha, of the tribe of Isachar, 
rebelled against Nadab, and overcame him ; and 
put him to death; and reigned in his stead. 
But he caused to perish, all the family of Jero- 
boam, and left not one alive. Thus was fulfilled 
the word of the Lord, which was spoken against 
Jeroboam, by Ahijah, his servant. He made 
war against Judah, and went afler idols; and, 
after he had reigned twenty and four years, he 
died. Elah, Zimri, and Omri, did evil before 
the Lord, and few were the days of their reigns. 
Ahab, the son of Omri, worshipped idols more 
than even his fathers did ; and he took unto wife, 
Jezebel, the daughter of the king of the Sido- 
nians. And Elijah, a prophet of the Lord, was 
sent to rebuke Ahab ; and to predict a famine 
and drought upon the land. And, behold,' it 
came to pass, according to his word. But 
Jezebel had put to death the prophets, or teach- 
ers, who instructed the people in the worship 
of the true God. In the mean time, Elijah, the 

Erophet, was driven, by a divine impulse, to the 
anks of the brook Cherith, beyond Jordan, 
where he drank of the brook, and was fed by the 
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inhabitants of Arava. And when the brook 
was dried up, Elijah was sent unto a widow of 
Zarephath, of Sidon ; and her small provision of 
meal, and her cruise of oil, wasted not away, 
until there came rain upon the earth ; and her 
son, who fell sick and died, did the Lord restore 
to life, at the prayer of Elijah. When many 
days had passed, in the third year of the drought, 
the Lord commanded Elijah to show himself 
unto Ahab, to predict the coming of rain; and 
to give, before all the people, a proo^ that Je- 
hovah alone was God ; and that Baal^ whom they 
worshipped, was vanity, and a lie. And^ by 
order of Ahab, the priests of Baal, to the num- 
ber of four hundred and iifty', and four hundred 
priests of the groves^ assembled ; and the king, 
and the princes, and people, assembled wiU^ 
them.. Then said Elijah to all the people, ^* I, 
only I, am the remaining prophet of Jehovah, 
while the priests of Baal are numerous. Let two 
bullocks be given unto us; and let them choose 
for themselves one, and place him on their altar, 
upon wood laid thereon ; but let them add no 
fire ; and I will prepare the other bullock, and 
put on wood, but add no fire. Let them invoke 
their gods, and I will invoke the Lord my Qod, 
and let the God who shall answer by fire, be the 
God." And all the people cried aloud, << It is a 
just proposal." And the priests of Baal placed 
their bullock upon the altar they had raised, 
and invoked Baal, by name, from momins unto 
mid-day; and leaped upon the altar whicn they 
had made; and cut themgelves with lancets, 
jantil the blood gushed out. And Elijah, mock- 

19 
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ingy said unto them, ^'Call louder upon your god; 
perhaps he is sleeping, or journeying, or hath 
other business to do." And the priests continued 
thus to cry, until the time of evening sacrifice; 
and no voice was heard to answer them, nor did 
fire fall at their request. Elijah then said unto 
the people, " Draw near." And all the people 
drew nigh unto him. He then repaired the altar 
of Jehovah, which had been broken down, with 
twelve stones, according to the number of the 
tribes of Israel. About the altar he made a 
trench, and having cut the bullock into pieces, 
he laid them upon the wood, and poured water 
thereon, until the trench was filled therewith. 
And Elijah prayed unto Jehovah, the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; and the Lord heard 
him, and answered his prayer; for the fire of 
heaven fell, and consumed the sacrifice and the 
wood; and dried up the water in the trench. 
And when all the people saw it, they fell on 
their faces, and cried aloud, " Jehovah is God." 
And Elijah went to the top of mount Carmel, 
and throwing himself down upon the ground, he 
placed his head between his Knees, and said to 
nis servant; "Go now, and look towards the sea;" 
and the servant said, " Behold, a small cloud 
ariseth from the sea, like unto the hand of a man." 
Then sent the prophet unto Ahab, saying, " Order 
thy horses to thy chariot, and haste thee and go 
down, leist the rain stop thee." And, quickly, 
the heavens were blackened with clouds; and 
wind, and a great rain followed. But AKah^ 
instigated by Jezebel, bis -wife, c-waafc^ v.^ '^'^ 
put to death, Naboth of 3ezTeA> ^ot \Xv^ ^^'^ '^^'^ 



645 AN EPITOME OF 

his vineyard, which Ahab coveted, and which 
Naboth would not sell, seeing that it was part of 
the inheritance of his forefathers. And, by com- 
mand of the Lord, EHjah, the prophet, came 
unto Ahab, in Samaria, saying, '^ Thus saith Je- 
hovah, Wilt thou, after slayinjz a man, moreover, 
take his possessions? In like manner as the 
dogs licked up the blood of Naboth, shall they 
lick up, also, thy blood; and the dogs shall de- 
vour Jezebel unaer the walls of Jezreel." And 
this word of the Lord came to pass; for Ahab, 
being smitten with an arrow, in battle against 
the Syrians, died, and was buried in Samaria* 
And when they washed his chariot and armour, 
in the fountain of Samaria^ the dogs licked up 
his blood. Then Jehu, after many days, rebelled 
against Joram, king of Israel, son of Ahab and 
Jezebel, and slew him. And, coming unto 
Jezreel, he caused Jezebel to be thrown from a 
window; and the dogs devoured her body. 
And behold, Elijah, and Elisha, who had been 
chosen of the Lord to be a prophet in his stead, 
went forth together, and passed over the river 
Jordan, whose waters divided, when stricken 
by the garment of Elijah ; and fire, in the form 
of a chariot and horses, separated them, and 
Elisha beheld Elijah ascend into the clouds, 
with the flame of'^that Are. And the spirit of 
the Lord rested upon Elisha.' And many mira- 
cles were performed by his hand. He anointed 
Jehu to be king in Israel, by the word of the 
Lord. Jehu overcame Joram and Ahaziah, 
kings of Israel and Judah; and destroyed all 
^he ffumly of Ahab, with all the idolatrous 
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priests, and worshippers of Baal. Yet, though 
made king by Jehovah, for the express purpose 
of rooting out idolatry, he did not keep himself 
entirely n'ee from that abomination; and the 
Syrians were, therefore, permitted to prevail 
against the kingdom of Israel. Twenty and 
eight years did Jehu reign; and he died, and 
was buried in Samaria. To Jehu succeeded 
Joash his son, in whose time, Elisha, the pro- 
phet died; Jeroboam the second, Zechariah, 
Shall um, Menahem, Pekahia, who was slain by 
Pekah; and Pekah, who reigned in his stead. 
In his days, the Assyrians carried away from 
the land a large part of the inhabitants. Against 
him conspired Hoshea, the son of £la; and put 
him to death. Hoshea reigned nine years in 
Samaria ; and he did that which was displeasing 
in the sight of the Lord, who gave him into the 
hand of Salmanesar, king of Assyria; who wasted 
the country, and besieged Samaria three years. 
And Salmanesar took Samaria, and removed 
the tribes of Israel from their country, and 

5 laced them in Ass3rria, and in the cities of the 
ledes; and peopled the land of Israel with his 
own people. This came to pass, because the 
Israelites had sinned against Jehovah, their God, 
who brought them- out of the land of Egypt, 
and delivered' them from the hands of Pharaoh; 
and had worshipped strange gods ; and had con- 
formed themselves unto the customs of the na- 
tions, whom the Eternal drove out before them. 
The king of Assyria brought inhabitants from 
Cuth, and Babel, and Sepliac-N«Mxv^ «cA^^^^^^ 
them in the cities of Samacv^^ VosXfe"^^ ^^ '^^ 
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children of Israel ; and these took possession of 
Samaria, and dwelt in its cities. Yet, these 
nations, although they were taught to fear Je- 
hovah, worshipped, likewise, their own graven 
images ; and their children continued so to do. 
Thus ended the kingdom of Israel, A. C. 721, 
one hundred, thirty, and three years before the 
kingdom of Judah was overthrown ; which last 
event terminates the seventh epocha of sacred 
history. 

QUESTIONS. 

What city did Jeroboam make the capital of his king* 
dom? What was the succession of the kings of Israel? 
What was their general character? What were the office, 
character, and actions of Elijah ? What king of Israel did 
he rebuke, and punish in the name of the Lord ? What 
was the conduct of Ahab? What was the character of his 
wife ; and who was she ? What calamity did die wicked- 
ness of Ahab and Jezebel, and of the people, bring upon die 
land of Israel ? What was the fate of Ahab and of Jezebd ? 
What miracles did Elijah perform ? What was the manner 
of Elijah's removal from this world ; and who succeeded 
to his power and office ? What were the actions, and cha- 
racter of Jehu ? Who subverted the kingdom of Israel ? 
Whither did Salmanesar transport the Israelites ; and what 
people did he place in their room ? When did diis trans- 
action take place ? How long did the kingdom of Judah 
subsist after the overthrow of Israel? What epocha of 
sacred history did that event terminate ? 
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CHAP. XV. 



The history of the children of Israel^ in their 
captivity, is recorded, in part, in the book of 
Daniel; and the circumstances attending their 
return, are found in the books of Ezra and Ne- 
hemiah. Daniel was of the tribe of Judah, and 
of very illustrious descent. He was carried away 
captive to Babylon, together with his people 
and friends, when only eighteen years of age ; 
and two years after, by divine command, he be- 
gan to prophesy, and mstruct his brethren ; and 
continued to do so, during a space of more than 
seventy years. 

In tne third year of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, 
came Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, to 
Jerusalem, and besieged it. And the Lord gave 
into his hand, Jehoiakim, with a part of the 
vessels of the house of God; and he carried them 
into the land of Shinar, to the treasure-house 
of his god. And he commanded the chief of 
hb chamberlains, Ashpenaz, to bring in some of 
the children of Israel, of the royal family, and of 
the nobles ; young men, in whom was no blemish ; 
but who were comely in appearance^ and ready 
of understanding in all wisdom; and skilled in 
science, and expert in prudence ; so that they 
might have ability to stand in the king's palace ; 
and to teach them the learning, and the lan- 
guage of the Chaldeans. Now, among these, 
were of the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, 
Mishael, and Azariah. And to them the chief 
of the chamberlains gavetiaxQi^^^.^^iX^^^dna^^ss.^ 



iroQ) tney aesirea lo nave givcu uutu 
and water. And God blessed them witli 
and wisdom. And they found favour 
of the king. And behold, Nebuchac 
king, dreamed a dreajn> which pass( 
that he remembered it not. And wt 
men, the magi, could not find out 
neither recall it to his remembrar 
wicked wrath, he ordered them tc 
death; and with them, the young 
royal house of Judah. But Daniu s 
friends prayed unto the Lord, and G 
unto him the dream, and its signif 
he told them unto the king. Anc 
nezzar acknowledged the greatness 
and advanced Daniel to be goveri 
the province of Babylon. But Neb 
remembered not this his acknowie 
he set up, in the plain of Dura, a g* 
of amazmg size ; and assembled the 
governors, and nobles, to its conseci 
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. when they were brought before him, the 
' said unto them, ** O Shadrach, Meshach, 
Abed-nego, is it true that ye refuse to bow 
D before the image that I have set up ? Now, 
irhen ye hear the sound of the military in- 
ments of music, ye fall not down and wor- 
, in the same hour, ye shall be cast into the 
It of a burning fiery furnace; and who is the 

that shall deliver you out of my hand?" 
i they answered, ^' O king, the God whom we 
ey is able to deliver us from the fire of the 
»ce; and he will deliver us. But, if other- 
, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will 

revere thy gods, nor prostrate ourselves 
•re the image of gold which thou kast set up." 
n was Nebuchadnezzar filled with fury, and 
manded the furnace to be heated seven times 
er than usual ; and these men were cast into 
lound up in their garments. And God sent 
ingel to deliver them; for their bonds were 
ed, and they walked unhurt in the midst of 
fiercest fiames. And the king called aloud 
> them, to come forth. And they came 
fi from the furnace. The fire had not pre- 
ed upon their bodies ; neither was the hair 
heir heads singed ; nor had the smell of fire 
led upon them. Then Nebuchadnezzar 
fessed Jehovah to be God ; and published a 
ree, that all should reverence him. But the 
i; of Babylon hearkened not unto Daniel, 
waxed arrogant and oppressive. And the 
d executed upon him the punishment de- 
need by Daniel, the pTOig>Vve.\.\ ^w\xn& i^^a^w 
vted from him, and fox aCN^x^ ^^ax's^Xvfc ^^s^ 



70 AN EPITOME or 

separated from tneiiy and lived as the beasts of 
the field. At the end of seven years, his reason 
returned to Nebuchadnezzar; and he publicly 
rendered worship unto Jehovah, the icing of 
kings; all whose ways are just, and true, and 
gracious. And Nebuchadnezzar died; but Bel- 
shazzar, one of his successors, an impious and 
wicked prince, at a riotous festival, defied the Grod 
of Israel, by sending for the sacred vessels of his 
temple, which Nebuchadnezzar had spared to 
violate. But while the king and the princes 
were drinking, and making merry, lo, there ap- 
peared on the wall, a hand- writing. And the 
king's countenance changed; and his knees, 
trembling, smote against each other. And when 
no man could explain unto him the meanine of 
the writing, Daniel, who was now well stricken 
in years, interpreted the vision unto the king, 
which predicted the speedy destruction of him- 
self, and his kingdom. And the same night was 
Babylon taken by the Modes and Persians, 
under C3rrus; as the prophets of the Lord, 
Isaiah, and Jeremiah, had predicted. Darius, 
the Mede, received the kingdom, and took pos- 
session of the power. And Darius, or Cyaxares, 
the Mede, made Daniel chief of his council. 
But the princes envied Daniel, and conspired to 
put him to death. And they caused the king to 
pass k decree, that whosoever, for the space of 
thirty days, should prefer any request, or prayer, 
to any man, or god, but to him, the sovereign, 
should be thrown into the den of lions, l^t, 
Daniel, although he knew that this decree was 
signed, ofkred up his ^irayers unto Jehovah, ac- 
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cording to the law of Moses. And these, his 
enemies, accused him thereof unto the kins. 
And the king was sorely grieved, and set his 
heart upon Daniel, to deliver him ; and, until the 
going down of the sun, he laboured to deliver 
him. But as the decree had been signed, the 
laws of the Medes and Persians forbade it to be 
broken. And Daniel was thrown into the den 
of lions ; and the stone which closed its mouth 
was sealed with the king's own signet. Then 
the king departed to his palace, and fasted all 
night, and did not sleep. In the morning, early, 
the king arose, and went to the den in haste, 
and cried, with the voice of sorrow, ^' O Daniel, 
has the God whom thou servest, been able to 
preserve thee from the fury of the lions?" And 
Daniel replied, " O king, live for ever ! My God 
has shut the mouths of the lions, so that they 
have not hurt me." And the king was exceecU 
ingly glad, and commanded to bring out Daniel 
from the den of lions. But Daniel came forth 
unhurt, while his enemies, being thrown into the 
den, the lions devoured them. And Darius 
made a decree, that all should honour the God 
of Daniel; who delivereth, and rescueth; who 
worketh signs and wonders in heaven, and on 
earth. Thus terminates the eighth epdcha of 
sacred history. 

QUESTIONS. 

In what books of the Bible are recorded some of the 
events which befell the children of Israel in their captivity 
ID Babylon ? Who was Daniel ? Wlio were his chief friends 
in captivity? What treatment did Daniel, Hananiah, 



72 AN EPITOME OF 

]VIi8hael,and Azariah experience, and what names weregiTen 
to them ? What wonderful discovery did God enable Daniel 
to make to king Nebuchadnezzar ? What noble instance 
of fortitude did Sliadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego exhibit; 
and what was its result? What prediction of punishment 
given by Daniel to Nebuchadnezzar, came to pass? What 
extraordinary circumstance forewarned Bdshazzar of ap- 
proaching pimishment for his impiety ? Who explained to 
the king the hand- writing on the wall? Was the explana- 
tion given by Daniel verified? What treatment did Danid 
meet with from Darius? What rash decree did Darius 
permit himself to be betrayed into making? What was 
DanieFs conduct upon that occasion ; and what was the con- 
sequence of his conduct? How did Darius conduct him- 
self in this trial ? Was Daniel devoured in the lions* dan? 
In what manner did Darius show his joy upon Daniel's 
deliverance ? Where terminates the eighth epocfaa of the 
sacred history ? 



CHAP. XVI. 



Now Daniel y who was yet living, seeing that 
the seventy years of captivity, predicted by the 
prophets of Jehovah, were nearly accomplished, 
offered up his prayer unto the Lord God, con- 
fessing the former iniquities of the people, ac- 
knowledging the righteousness of the Etcrnaly 
in their punishment, and supplicating his mercy 
towards them. And God shewed unto him, in a 
vision, the approaching redemption of Israel 
from captivity, and the yet greater and more 
extensive reaemption, by the long predicted 
Messiah, 
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And iDarius, the king died, and Cyrus reigned 
in his jstead. And the Lord put into the heart 
of Cyrus, whom he had called in time past for 
that purpose, to make a decree, permitting those 
of the children of Israel, who so willed, to re- 
turn to the land of their fathers : to rebuild Je- 
rusalem, and the temple. Then the patriarchal 
chiefs o£ Judali and Benjamin, and the priests 
and Levites, and all those whom God influenced 
to go, put themselves in readiness to journey 
towards Jerusalem, to raise from their ruins the 
sacred city, and the temple of the Lord of hosts. 
And Cyrus, the king, commanded his treasurer 
to bring forth the vessels of the house of Jeho- 
vah, and to give them up unto Shasbazzar, or 
Zerubbabel, who was by him appointed to con- 
duct the business. And fifty thousand, prin- 
cipally of the kingdom of Judah, joined them- 
selves unto Zerubbabel, Joshua, and Nehemiah ; 
so that henceforwards the children of Israel were 
generally called Jews, that is, Judahites. And 
they restored the altar for burnt offerings, and 
they began to re-build the temple of their God. 
And while the foundations were laying, the 
priests arrayed in their sacred vestments, and 
the Levites with their instruments of music, 
praised Jehovah, and sang ^ternately, that tlie 

, Lord is . good, and that his mercy endureth for 
ever. But many of the elderly priests and Le- 
vites, who had seen the glory of the former 
house, which Solomon, the king, had builded, 
wept aloud ; yet the people, at lar^e^ «ivQ^al<wL 
wiw die voice of joy and tViatiAsA^vsiYw^ '^xjX^^^i 

people of the neighbounug AaSi^^ wvq«^ Vjst^' 
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fathers had beem brought thither by Salmanesar, 
king of Assyria, interrupted the labour of the 
Jucbhites, and the work ceased until the second 
year of Darius, king of Persia. Then the pro- 
phet Haggai, and Zechariah, the prophet, in 
the name of the God of Israel, stirred up the 
people to begin again the work of building the 
nouse of the Lord their God, And they finished 
the work, according to the will of God, and 
according to the decrees of Cyrus, Darius, and 
Artaxerxes, kings of Persia; for Artaxerxes, 
who also was called Ahasuerus, having taken 
to wife Esther, a maiden of the children 6£ 
Idrael, and having advanced unto honour, 
Mordecai, her kinsman, encouraged the rem- 
nant of the children of Israel, who remained 
at Babylon, to journey to Jerusalem, and unite 
themselves unto their brethren. And with great 
joy and rejoicing they dedicated the temple which 
they had rebuilt. 'Moreover, Ezra, a descendant 
from Aaron, the high priest of Jehovah, an ex- 
pert scribe, and well instructed in the law of the 
Lord, came to the holy city, in the seventh year 
of AHaxerxes, the king, and taught the people 
the statutes of their God. Then the people of 
Samaria again troubled the Jews, and hindered 
the completion of their work. 

But Nehemiah, who was cup-bearer unto Ar- 
taxerxes, the king, obtained from him letters, 
permitting the children of Judah to defend them- 
selves, and commanding the governors of the 
land to assist them in raising the walls of their 
cjtjr. And Ezra, the scribe, brought forth the 
book of the law, before t\ie tisaerAiW ^i? llit 
people. And when he bpeneOi \l, «^\ vv^ ^^«^'& 
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stood up r and Ezra praised Jehovaji the mighty 
God ; ana all the people said, amen, and pros- 
trated themselves before the Lord, with their 
&ces. unto the ground. The Levites also read 
in the book of the law of God, distinctly, and 
interpreted the sense thereof. And all the peo- 
ple entered into a covenant to observe all the 
commandments of Jehovah, his judgments, and 
his. statutes. So did they finish the work of re- 
storing the house of God, and the law, and the 
services ; and of rebuilding the walls of Jeru- 
salem. 

Thus the children of Judah rettirned from 
captivity; yet they had, hereafter, no king of 
their own nation to rule over them, but were 
governed by high priests, under the Persian do- 
minion, as long as that empire endured. They die) 
not again forsake the worship of the Lord their 
God, to go after idols ; yet they committed many 
and great transgressions, for which they were 
severely reproved by the prophets of Jehovah. 
Synagogues, or places of assembly for worship, 
were builded in all the villages and towns in * 
ifhich was read the law of the Lord. 

But the Samaritans built a temple on Mou^t 
Gerizim, in which the law of Moses was read, 
Sknd its ceremonies were observed. For this 
cause, therefore, enmity arose between the Jews 
und the Samaritans, which continued until the 
final subversion of the Mosaic polity. Under 
the Persian authority, the children of Judah 
were treated with kindness ; and Alexander, the 
Macedonian, who overthrew the Persian empire, 
favoured them, likewise ; but under those ot hi& 

H 2 
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i> ruled over Syria, and lie nrij 

18, and cBpecially under AntiocI 

|ies, their country was laid waste, a 

e dreadfully oppressed. He plundci 

^ temple, and erecting therein the Btaf 

Jter, the heathen god, he caused la 

I tortured and put la death all who : 

1 baw down before the idol. But G 

J) Mattathias, a priest and faithful S' 

I the Most High ; who opposed idolat 

Bh his five sons, called the Maceabe 

Id his country from the Syrian vol 

^Taccabeue succeeded his father, defeat 

e great battles, drove them < 

land of Judea, purified the temple, a 

he worship or the only true God, I 

Jimaihan and Simon, successively t 
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rod wdis a cruel, capricious tyrant. In his reign 
was born the Saviour of the world, Jesus, the 
Christ, the long-expected Messiah. Thus ter- 
minates the ninth epocha of sacred history. 



QUESTIOl^rs. 

What Persian monarchs gave the children of Israel per* 
nuBsion to return to Judea,; and rebuild their temple and 
city? Who were the chief leaders of the return of the 
chUdren of Israel to Judea?- Did all the Israelites return 
to Judea ? What enemies opposed the work of restoring 
the ci^ ? Did. ^e children of Mudah succeed in their en- 
terprise ? What name was given to Uiem after their return 
from Babylon ? Did the Jews fall again into idolatry Y 
How were the Jews treated by the Persian monarchs ; by 
Alexander the Great ; and by his successors ? What noble 
patriot reristed Antiochus Epiphanes ? Who were the Mac 
cabees ? What were the actions of Judas Maccabeus ? What 
Romap gjeneral took Jerusalem, without mjuring the city or 
temple ? Who obtained the title of king of Judea from the 
Roman Senate? What was the character of Herod? What 
most illustrious, most important character was bom in the 
reign of Herod ? In what epocha of sacred history did the;- 
preceding events happen ? 



CHAP. XVII. 



THE BOOK OF JOB^ 



It is most probable that the book of Job was 
written in the time of tV\G axvdeoX. '?^xv»^%> 
before . the departure of \\ve c\jS^^^^vt ^\ X'st^ 
from Egypt. Some have \TaagLXvfcdL\J^^v*^^s» ««s>s 
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was Moses. The story itself appears to be found 
ed in truth, and not to be pure fiction. Th 
poem represents the sentiments of various person 
on the important subject of the Divine Provi 
dence conducting human affairs, and orderin 
the circumstances of each individual. From th 
feelings and principles of Job and his friendi 
we may infer the value of the delightful reprc 
sentations given in the gospel of Christ ( 
the goodness of God in making trials an 
afflictions contribute towards the final happinet 
;ii» of men. 

j> In the land of Uz, in Arabia, lived a mai 

. '^ whose name was Job, of spotless manners, and 

"? sincere heart. He revered God, and shunne 

'-^^. iniquity. Seven sons and three daughters wei 

. *'- born unto him ; and he was rich in flocks, an 

'•% herds, and camels, and servants: so that thi 

; man was great beyond all the men of his cour 

• V He was eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame 

the friend of the stranger, the widow, and th 
' ^ orphan : the poor blessed him ; his neighboui 

.y^ made him tlieir judge : he abhorred idols, an 

*,|; worshipped the only living and true God. Yc 

. >> the Lord permitted him to be tried with sever 

]^i temptations. 

The spoilers carried away his herds and cs 
mels. The lightning from heaven consumed hi 
flocks. The wind o£ the desert smote upon th 
tent in which his sons and daughters were feast 
ing, and buried them beneath the ruins. H 
himself was stricken with a ^aaufxsl distemper 
and his wife, instead of Boot\im^, Tc^tQ^i^Bs 
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him. But 8till Job retained his integrity, and 
was an example of patience and resignation. 

And behold three of his friends, EHphaz, 
Bildad, and Zophar came to. condole with him, 
and to comfort him. And they wept aloud and 
rent their robes, and sprinkled dust on their 
heads ; and sitting down upon the ground, they 
spake not a word, for they saw that his sorrow 
was exceeding great. But when he lamented 
die day of his birth, and his spirit fainted under 
excess of grief, they accused him of having 
committed some great iniquity, falsely reason- 
mgi that otherwise God would not have so af- 
flicted him. And Job maintained the innocence 
of his former life, mentioned the good actions 
which he had performed, and complaining of 
the severity of his affliction, he wished for de- 
liverance by death. But Elihu, a younger man, 
who was present at their conference, and a 
wiser man than they, charged them with folly 
and presumption in supposing that the righteous 
are never afflicted, and that therefore Job must 
.have transgressed the law of the Lord. He 
asserted that the ways of Jehovah must always 
be just, righteous, and merciful; and that there- 
fore it must be right and wise to submit with 
patience to his dispensations. Wherefore he 
reproved Job, for endeavouring to justify him- 
self, rather than acknowledge the equity and 
goodness of the Eternal. 

God himself is then represetvlfe\k ^'s* x^'^sm^xsn;^ 
with Job, and shewing Y\\m \\\^ \\^^\nr.'^'3» "^s^^ 
folly. Then spake 3e\\ova\v lo ^o>a ^v^^- ^*^ "^ 
stormy cload : « Who U lK\^ vVvaX VsA^^v^^^^ ^ 
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dark, and whose words are without knowled[|( 

Prepare thyself like a man, for I will questic 

thee, and do thou answer. Where wast the 

when I laid the foundations of the earth? Up< 

what were its foundations fixed; when tl 

morning stars sang together, and all the sons < 

God shouted for joy ? When the sea was shi 

up with bars ; , when I placed the cloud for i 

robe, and thick darkness for its band; when 

said, < Thus far shalt thou come and no farthe 

and here shall thy proud waves be stayed ?' Ha 

- .^ thou been at tire storehouses of snow ; hast the 

' \ ^ seen the magazines of hail ? Canst thou restra 

the sweet influences of spring, op loose the rig; 

bands of winter? Canst thou bring out u 

signs of the zodiac^ each in its season ? Can 

thou exalt thy voice to the clouds, and at tl: 

':x command^ will abundance of waters cover thee 

';>^ Canst thou send forth lightnings, so that the 

;^i: should fly at thy will? Canst thou hunt tl 

'; > P''^7 ^^^ ^6 lioness? Clinst thou satisfy the a] 

.; petites of the young lions-? 

r V *^ The wing of the ostrie^ is triumphantly e: 

■f panded : but hath she the pinions and feathers < 

if: the stork? So little doth she resemble he 

!'; that she leaveth her eggs on the ground, So 

:'.f> getting that the foot of man may crush ther 

'^;,| and that the wild beast of the field may brei 

them. She hardeneth herself against her youi 
ones, as if they were not hers. But though Ge 
have formed her so far void of understandin] 
^et hath he provided for her safety. For wh< 
danger is nigh, she extendelh heTsej^f in heigh 
and with her expanded quivenujj^ v?vft%*> ^w^ 
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I' 

80 6wifltly^ that she scorneth the horse and his 
rider. 

" Hast thou given bravery to the horse ? Hast 
thou clothed his neck with the mane ? Canst 
thou make him afraid ? He paweth in the valley ; 
he exulteth in his strength. For eagerness and 
fury he swalloweth up the very ground ; when 
the trumpet soundeth, he can scarcely contain 
himself. He maketh a mock at fear ; he turneth 
not back at the sight of the sword, though the 
quiver rattle against him, the glittering ^ear, 
and the javelin. 

**Is it at thy command that the eagle mounteth 
up, or that he buildeth his nest dn high ? He 
pitcheth his tent on the rock ; yea, he delighteth 
nimself on the crag of the rock all night. His 
eyes behold his prey at a distance, ^nd where 
the slain are, there is he. 

" See now, Behemoth, (the hippopotamus,) 
whom I have made as well as thee : he eateth 
grass like an ox, his bones are like brazen 
pipes, and his back-bone is like a bar of iron ; 
his tusk resembleth a scythe, because the moun- 
tain bringeth forth his provender, where all the 
beasts of the field take sport. He lieth down 
beneath the shady trees, under the cover of the 
reeds and in the fens ; the willows of the river 
compass him about. Sehold the river over- 
floweth, yet he maketh not haste. Though 
Jordan break forth against his mouth, he is in 
security. 

** Canst thou with a hook draw out Leviathan 
(the crocodile) ? Canst thou bind his jaws with a 



 will he make supplication unto thee 
(ou (ill his skin with barbed darts ? lli 
tailed face who shall open? Hi 
fe terrible round about. Strong scale 
Is back, shut together as with a clos 
I that no air can come between them 
mpact, and cannot be separated 
1 abideth on his neck, and destructiw 
I before him. When he riseth up, th 

 afraid ; they fall to the ground fo 
r," And Job. confessed his iniquity 

■murmuring against Jehovah. And Ui 
1 accepted his repentancej and hi 

 his friends. And the friends am 
m of Job' came unto him, and the; 
with him over all the evil which h 

; and ihey gave liini each one hi 
I Jehovah blessed the latter end i 
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What animals are mentioned to shew -the great power and 
wisdfloi of Ihe Eternal? ^ What inanimate Ejects of nature 
are set forth to disphgr the glory of God? What was Ihe 
endof/ob? 



CHAP. XVIIL 



The book x>f Psalms, or religious odes, it 
justly considered as containing a rich treasure 
of pious and devotional sentiments. It gives the 
noblest and most sublime ideas of the attributes 
and perfections of the Almighty, and of his 
providence and government of the world. It 
abounds with sentiments of penitential sorrow 
for transgressions of God's holy law ; of resolu<- 
tions of amendment ; of hope and trust in the 
Eternal ; of love and gratitude towards Jehovah 
for deliverances, and bounties experienced. It 
affords predictions and descriptions applicable 
to Christ our Lord, and agreeing with many cir- 
cumstances of his life, death, and resurrection. 
The greater part of them are, undoubtedly, the 
compositions of David, the illustrious monarch 
of Israel ; and the occasions which gave birth 
to the several odes may, for the most part, be 
ascertained, either from the titles they bear, 
or by comparing them with the history or David, 
and of the times in which he lived. Some -de« 
votional compositions, however, of other pet- 
sons, are joined with bis, in the collection. 
David,' son of Jesse, of the tribe o^ Juflah, Was 
"bom AwC. 108*. It is supposed ttaecxVv'^'^fsS^xfii^ 



and he has, theretore, been can 
Psalmist of Israel. 



Psalms f descriptive of the 'wonders c 
as displayed in the Great 

*< The heavens declare the glorj 
the firmament sheweth forth the 
hands. Day after day poureth oi 
and night af\er night conveyet 
They have neither speech nor lan| 
voice is not heafd. Yet their so 
throughout all lands, and their w 
the fvthest regions of the earth, 
he placed a tabernacle for the sun 
out, like a bridegroom from his 
rejoiceth, like a strong man, to i 
He Cometh forth from the utternn 
heavens, and his circuit is unto the 
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They are more desirable than gold, yea, than the 
finest gold. By them, thy servant, O Lord, is 
instructed ; and in keeping them there is great 
reward. 

- " O, Jehovah, I will sing of thy mercies for 
ever ; I will celebrate thy truth from generation 
to generation. Thy mercy was ordained for ever ; 
tliou didst fix the token of thy truth in the 
heavens. The heavens praise thy wonderful 
works, O, Jehovah ! For who in heaven can be 
compared unto Jehovah ? Who among the gods 
is Jike unto him ? A God, feared in the assembly 
of the holy ones ; great, and to be revered above 
all those that are around him. O, Jehovali, 
God of Hosts, who is endued with power as 
Ttiou art ? Thou rulest the swelling of the sea ; 
thoa stillest the waves thereof, when they arise. 
Thou hast a mighty hand ; strong is thy arm ; 
exalted is thy righteousness. Justice and judg- 
naenjt are the pillars of thy throne. Happy are 
the people that know Thee, and walk in the light 
of thy countenance. 

 

" Praise Jehovah, O, my soul 1 O, Jehovah, my 
God, lliou art transcenuantly great. Thou art 
clothed with honour andmajesty. Thou arrayest 
thyself with light as with a garment, and spread* 
est out the heavens as the covering of a tent. 
-■Thou layest the^ beams of thy chambers in the 
heavens. 



u 



Thou makest the clouds tYv^ dcvat\QX>^«i\^^'^ 
on the wings of the wiu4. TVvoxx xsv^Jis.e^V ^^ 

1 
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irinib thy mewengerg, and the flames of fi 
thy ministers. Praise. Him who fixed the eai 
on its foundation. The abyu, Uke a gannei 
covered it at first, for the waters stood abo 
the mountains. But at thp- rebuke, O, Jehovi 
they dispersed ; at thy thundering voice, th 
hastened away. Praise Him who sendeth sprin 
into the valleys, which flow between the mou 
tains in torrents, that every beast of the field m 
drink, and the wild asses may allay their thir 
The fowls of the air dwell near them, and sr 
among th% branches. Fcaise Him who m^( 
grass to grow for the beasts of the field, a 
herbs for the service of man ; thus bringing foi 
food from the earth ! Praise Him who made t 
moon for a certain season, and the sun whi 
knoweth its time of setting! When Thou, 
Jehovah, bringest on darkness, it ia nigbt; di 
tng which all the beasts of the forest pft 
lU>road ; the lions are roaring for their prey,  
seeking their food. The sun ariseth, they ret 
to their dens, and lay themselves down to ile 
Man goeth forth to his work, and to his labo 
until the evening. How manifold are thy wor 
O, Jehovah; in wisdom hast Thou made them 
The earth is full of thy riches ; so likewise is i 
great and wide sea, in which are ardmah in 
inerable, both small and great. 

" AH these, wait upon Thee, O, Jtihovah, t 
thou mayest give them their food in due seas 
What lliou givest them they gather. 11 
openest thy hand; they are filled with en 
TTtoa bideat thy countenance -, l\\e:^ Me vc^i 



THE HOLY BLBL£. ST 

Thou takest away their breath.; they die, and 
return to their dust. Thou sendest forth thy 
spirit; they are oneated- Thus Thou renewest 
tne fieice of the- eartili. The glory of Jehovah 
shall endure for ever. He shall rejoice in his 
works. I will sing unto Jehovah as long as I 
live* I will praise my God as long as I have my^ 
being." 

Psalms expressive of trust and confidence in God^ 

** My sod^ trust tKoU' in God^ alone, for from 
Him cometi^my salvation I He only is my rock» 
and my fortress, my safe-guard; so that I cannot 
be greatly cast down.. €iod'i» my salvation and 
my glory. God is my strong rock, and my for^ 
tress. O, my soul,, trust thou in God alone ; for 
from him is all my expectation ! Place your trust 
in Him at all- times, ye people ! pour out your 
hearts before Him ; for God is our only refuge.. 
Men of low degree sae vain, and men of high 
degree are deceitful ; when weighed in tli^ ba- 
lance, they are lighter than vanity itself. 

" O thou, who dwellest under the protection of" 
the Most High^ thou mayest securely repose 
thyself under the shadow ofthe Almighty. Thou- 
mayest say unto Jehovah, ^ Thou, art my refuge^, 
and my fortress ; my God, in whom L place my 
trust.* He will assuredly deliver thee from the- 
snare of the deceitful evil speaker. He will 
overspread tliee with hla n«'\w^^, ^s^\ >^xA^x. \^'^ 
feathers shall thou be ptot^cV^di* ^vs^XxxiJ^^^w^ 
be thy shield and hucVdex* T^«»i ^w^^. ^^ 

1. 1 
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afraid for the terror by night, nor of the arrow 
that flieth by day, nor of the 'pestilence that 
walk^th in midnight darkness, neither of the 
destruction that wasteth at noon -day. These 
may destroy a thousand at thy left-hand, and 
ten thousand at thy right-hand, but they shall 
not touch thee. Because thou hast said, * Jeho- 
vah is my refuge,' and hast made the Most High 
thy protection, no evil shall befall thee, neither 
shall any calamity approach thy dwellnig. For 
He will give his angels charge concerning thee, 
to guard thee in all thy ways. * Because he hath 
set his affections on me, (saith Jehovah,) there- 
fore will 1 deliver him ; I will exalt him, because 
he hath acknowledged my name. When he 
calleth upon me, I will answer him ; when' he is 
in distress, I will be present with him. With 
length of days will I satisfy him, and shew him 
my saving power.' God is our hope and our 
strength ; a ready helper in the time of distress. 
Therefore we will not be afraid, though the 
earth itself should be shaken, and the mountains 
should be carried into the midst of the sea: 
though the waters of the sea should rpi^r ai d 
be troubled ; and the mountains should qttake 
from the swelling thereof. When nations niged, 
and kmgdoms were in motion for invasion, he 
uttered his voice, and the earth melted. Jeho- 
vah, the God of Hosts, was with us, the God of 
Jacob was our refuge. Come, and behold the 
mighty works of the I^rd, what wonders he hath 
done m the land ! It is he who causeth wars to 
cease from its boundaries ; who breaketh the 
lHf%v, and j^nappeth the spear ^^uivAeT \ 'osxWiMxti.- 
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eth the chariots of war with ftre. * Be at rest, 
(saith he») and acknowledge that I am God. I 
will be exalted among the nations ; I will be ex- 
alted throughout' the earth.* Jehovah, the God 
of Hosts is with us. The God of Jacob is our 
fortress. Unless Jehovah build the house, their 
labour is lost who build. Unless Jehovah keep 
the city, the watchman waketh in vain. It is 
in vain for vou to rise up early to labour, and tO' 
go late to oed, and to eat the bread of carefuU 
nesSf unless Jehovah bless your endeavours." 

Psalms expressive of Peniience, 

^^ Huppy is he whose transgression is pardoned^ 
and whose sin is forgiven. Happy is the man 
unto whom Jehovah imputeth not miquity, and 
in whose spirit there is no deceit. While I was 
deaf to remorse, I wasted away with daily suffer* 
ing ; for ,th^ hand, O, Lord, was heavy upon me 
day and night; and my spirits were exhausted 
as m the drought of summer. At lengUi, I con- 
fessed my sin unto TheC} O, Jehovah ; and my 
N iniquity, I no longer attempted to conceal. I 
said, * 1 will confess my sins unto my God ;' and 
lo. Thou didst forgive the guilt of my sins. 
And every one who shall piously oUbriiis prayer 
imto Thee, in the season when thy favour may 
yet be found ; him the greatest water-floods shall 
not reach. Many sorrows await the wicked, but 
mercy will embrace hira who puttetli his trust 
in Jehovah. 

" Have mercy upon me, 0)1ac4) vi^«t^ii»?^^-^ 

1 3 
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ion, and my sin is ever present to mj 
Defore Thee have I sinned, and under th 
lid I the evil. Thou, therefore, art just 
;entence, and irreproachable in thy jui 
ipon me. Alas, I was bom to iniquity, 
>in my mother did bear nie. But Thou, i; 
lightest in truth, hast taught nie the sec 
thy wisdom. Purify me, that I may be 
Wash me^ that I may be white as snow ! 
thy face from my sin, and blot out all 
quities! Create a clean heart in me, i 
and renew a right spirit within me, and 
right mind! Cast me not away-firom t 
sence; neither take thy holy spirit fn 
Restore to me the joy of thy salvation, a 
port me with a cheerful spirit ! Thei 
teach transgressors thy ways; and sinil^ 
be converted to Thee ! Tiie sacrifice i 
Jehovah delighteth, is a contrite mi] 
broken ^d contrite heart, God never dei 
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Cutefch justice and judgment for all who are 
Oppressed. Jehovah is full of compassion, and 
gracious; slow to anger, and of great goodness. 
He will not always chide ; neither will he retain 
his finger for ever. He dealeth not with us ac- 
cording to our sins, nor requiteth us according to 
our iniquities. For, as the heavens extend over the 
earth ; so doth his mercy extend over them that 
.fear Him. As far as the east is from thd west, 
so far doth he remove our sins from us. Like as 
a father pitieth his children, so Jehovah pitleth 
those who fear Him. For He knoweth our 
frame, He remembereth that we are dust. The 
days of man arc as grass ; as a Hower of the field, 
so he flourlsheth; over which the wind passeth, 
and' it is gone; and the place thereof knoweth 
it no longer. But the mercy of the Lord is 
from everlasting to everlasting, upon them that 
fear Him; and his mercy unto childt'en's chil- 
dren; to those who keep his covenant; and to 
them that remember' his c6mmandments, to 
do them. Jeliovah hath erected his throne in 
the heavens, and his kingdom Tuleth over all. 
Praise Jehovah, O ye his angels, who excel m 
strength; who fulfil his commandment, hearken- 
ing unto the voice of his word ! Praise Jehovah, 
all ye his hosts, ye ministers of his that do his 
pleasure ! Praise Jehovah, all his works in all 
places of his dominions ! Praise the Lord, O my 
soul ! 

*' I will always give rtiaxAv^ xxtsJlo ^^<$^^\N^^ 
praise shall continually be oti tcv^ Xv^^* ^^liJ^^w 
shall make her boaibt m \\\c' \.tix^!i.\ >^^ ^^^"^ 



ue eiiugiueneu, ana your laces ; 
ashamed! For He delivereth t^ 
servants, and they who place the: 
shall never be destitute. Whei 
man crieth^ Jehovah heareth, i 
kim from all his troubles. Oil ! tai 
good Jehovah is! Happy is 
placeth his trust in Him. llever 
his devoted servants I for they w\ 
shall want no real good. The eyi 
are upon the righteous, and his c] 
iheir supplications. He is near u 
in heart, and saveth those who ar( 
spirit. Many may be the sorrow 
eous man,, but Jehovah rescueth '. 
all." 

Predictions and Coincidi 

** Wliy do nations tumultuous] 

§ ether, and the people form vain ( 
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my don; this day have I adopted thee/ Ask 
ot me, and I will give thee nations for thy in- 
heritance, and distant lands for thy possession ! 
Thou shalt rule them with a sceptre of iron; 
thou shalt dash them to pieces lilce a potter's 
vessel. Therefore,' now, ye kings, be wise! 
Be instructed ye judges of the land! Serve 
Jehovah with fear! worship Him wit'h tremUing! 
Adore him sincerely \ lest he be angry, and ye 
perish in your perverse way, when his wrath 
shall be kindled but a little. Happy are all they 
who put their trust in Him. 

" I will set Jehovah always before me; while 
He is at my right hand, 1 cannot be moved. 
Therefore, my heart is glad, and my tongue re- 
joiceth; my flesh also resleth in hope; for Thou 
wilt not leave my life in the grave, neither wilt 
Thou suffer thy holy ' one to see corruption.. 
Thou wih shew me the path of«life. In thy pre- 
flence is fiilness of joy, and at thy right hand 
are pleasures for evermore. 

" My God, my Grod, why hast Thou forsaken 
me? Why art Thou removed from my cry, 
and the words of my complaint ? I am treated 
as a worm and not as a man ; for I am .become 
the reproach of men, and the derision of the 
people. All they who see me, laugh at me; 
they thrust out the lip, and shake their heads. 
He trusteth in Jehovah, say they ; let Him de- 
liver him since he deUgV^eiXVvW^Xv«\, .0^^"'^*'^ 
not far from me, when dulxesi^ \^ \i\^\^^^2^ '^5>six^ 
Is no one else to delivet ti\e\ nt\vc^ ^vetc.'Si^^ 
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hands and my icct. They parted my garmcnU 
among them, and cast lots for my vesture." 

QUESTIONS. 

By whom were most of the Psalms composed ? What 
sentiments do the Fsahns convejr? Who is supposed to 
hftTC arranged the Ptehns in tlie order in which they now 
stmid? Who b supposed to have written tht ftrst Vtehn ? 
Is it poanUe Ur fiann any reasonable coBJecCufe, with re- 
spect to the drcumatanoea which gave rise to any of the 
Psalms?. 



CHAP. XIX. 



The book of Proverbs, excepting the two laoe 
chapters, the author pf which is unknown, is thm 
work of Solomon, the wise monarch of Israel, 
the son and successor of David. 

This book contains a number of wise and 
useful observations and precepts, Fecommending 
the duties of piety, s^ni of social life- and conf 
duct. They are k>unded on the principles and 
feelings of human nature, so as to be adapted to 
the permanent interests of man ; and to agree> for 
the most part, with the manners and circum- 
stances, of every age*^ They may be assumed 
« rules of conduct in almost every cooditioa 
and rank of life,, however varied and diversified* 
^Xbey must be considered, nevertheless, as gene- 
^pi maxims, not universally, and in all cases, ap- 
Bcable,. without exception. Solomon was bonr 

^' ^ The maxima of SoLomon^ &Qii o^ \)'aiN\d^ kin^^ 
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of Israel, for attraning knowledge and hnproye- 
ment; for gaining instructkm in wisdom, justice, 
judgment, and equity; for giving discernment 
to the siiBple ; to the young, prudence and dis- 
credon. The fear of Jehovah is the beginning 
t>f wisdom. Only fools despise knowledge and 
information. Listen, O, my son, to the instruction 
of thy father, and forsake not the precepts of 
thy noother ! for 'they shall be .as graceful orna- 
ments on thy head, and as chains about thy neck. 
Wisdom crieth aloud in the streets; in the pub- 
lic places, she sendeth forth her voice. How 
long, ye simple, will ye delight in folly ? How 
loi^ will sinners take pleasure in sin, and fools 
hate knowledgel Turn ye at my r^roof ! for 
if ye will attend to me, I will breathy forth my 
-flpnrit upon you ; I will enable you to understand 
nay ^ords. He who listeneth unto hic shall 
dwell in safety, and shall rest from fear of evil. 
My son, if thou call for wisdom, and raise thy 
vdice for understanding, then shalt thou com- 
prdveiftd Affhat the fear of the Lord is, and shalt 
attain unto the icnowledge of God. For Jeho- 
vah giveth wisdom. He treasureth up salvation 
i^t tke righteous, and is a slMeld to them that 
walk upright^. When wisdom entereth thy 
%eart, and knowledge is pleasing to thy soul« 
fkovL iibtbk Ibe acquainted with justice, and e^ery 
fight path of virtue; discretion shall guard thee; 
^pmknce shall watch over thee. Abhor not the 
chastis^inent of Jehovah, and be not impatient 
tmder correction; for whom the Lord loveth he 
cAiaafceneth, as a father does his beloved son. 
»^ Hi^y is the man who haitk eJW^vc^^^^'«^'««^' 



riciies uiiu iii/ii«/ui. A«.«.^ .. w^ 

santness, and all her paths are peac 
tree of life, is she to those who emfora 
happy are tliey who hold her. £ist. 

** Withhold not bounty from the desc 
it is in the power of thy hand to be 
not unto thy neighbour, Go, and < 
and to-morrow, I will give, when n* 
able! Devise not evil against th^ 
seeing tliat he sitteth with thee in co 
** Go to the ant, thou sluggard; i 
ways, and be wise! Who, tliou§ 
neither governor, nor overseer, h 
summer her food; and in the har 
up her provision. O sluggard, he 
thou lie? O when wilt thou arise 
A little more sleep, a little more 
little more folding of the hands to i 
verty shall come upon thee* as a swil 
and thy want as an armed man* 

" False scales are an abominaUon u 
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TIiG light of good men shall shine with bright- 
ness, but the lamp of the wicked shall be ex- 
tinguished. 

** Wedth gained dishonestly shall waste away, 
but that which is earned by diligence, with 
honesty, shall increase. A wise son hearkeneth 
unto the admonition of his father, but a profligate 
will not listen to reproof. The sacrifice of the 
wicked is rejected of Jehovah, but the prayer of 
the upright is pleasing unto Him. Better is a 
little, with the fear of Jehovah, than great trea- 
sure and remorse therewith. Better is a dinner 
of herbs, where love is, than a stalled ox and 
hatred therewith. Better is a little gained by 
honesty, than great riches by injustice* A mis- 
chievous man soweth dissention, and a whisperer 
divideth friends. He who beginneth strife, is 
like him who letteth out waters ; therefore, 
meddle not with that which may bring on con- 
tention. Pain of body, a man of fortitude will 
endure, but a wounded spirit who can bear? 
Oppress not a man because he is poor, nor crush 
the wretched in judgment ! for Jehovah will 
defend their cause, and will harass the soul of 
those who harass them. The wicked flee when 
no man pursueth, but the righteous are bold as 
the lion. Boast not of to-morrow for thou 
knowest not what a day may bring forth ! He 
who concealeth his sins shall not prosper ; but 
he who confesseth and forsaketh them, shall find 
mercy. 

TTie book entitled EccXesiasXe^ \% ^asst^^^"^^ 
Solomon, and contcuuft maa^ aftsMoi^^ ^«o^ 
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mentfi, and beautiful figures, worthy of his emi- 
nent wisdom. Its principal objeet appears to 
be, to show the vanity of the general pursuits 
ef mankind, and to point out m wh^ consists 
the true enjoyment of life, and the importance 
of preservinff a constant respect to God, and 
the laws which he has prescribed to mankind* 

" I viewed (says the moralist,) all the oppres- 
;sions which are carried on under the sun ; and 
do ! the tears of the afflicted, and no comforter 
for them ! men under the hands of tvrants in 
power, and none to console them ! Then bap* 
jpier, esteemed I the dead, who are departed, 
than they who are yet alive. I viewed a vanity 
which is under the sun. A man sinffle, and 
without companion, who hath neither cnild nor 
brother ; yet no end is there to all his labour ; 
neither is his e^'e satisfied with riches ; neither 
hath he the wicMlom to say, ^ For whom am I toil- 
ing, and bereaving my soul of good ?* This is 
vanity and Booiish solicitude. Take heed to 
thy foot, when thou goest to the house of God ; 
and be more ready to hear than to offer sacri- 
iice with fools ! for they consider not that they 
-do evil. Be not rash with thy mouth ; nor let 
.thy heart be hasty to utter before God any 
wwd ! ^for God is m the heavens, and thou art 
upon the eartii; tlierefore, let tky words be 
•few ! 

'< There is an evil which I liave seen under the 

sun« and which is common among men. When 

<7od hath given unto a man riches, wealth, and 

abuadancCf and when nothing is wanting mf all 

ithe things which he cou\d deftvte« ^^X. 1^ ImAIi 



I 



THE HOLY BIBLE. 99 

not the spirit to use them ; but a «trangcr is to 
enjoy them. This is folly, and a grievous in-^ 
iinmty. A good name is better than sweet 
odours. It is better to go to the house of 
moummg, than to the hall of feasting ; for that 
M the end of all men, and the living will lay it 
to heart. Better is sorrow than laughter, for 
by dejection oi coimtenance the heart is ira- 
proyed. In thfo day of prospenty rejoice ; yet 
have an eye towarm the day of adversity ; for 
God hath placed the one near unto the other,, 
that man should be uncertain what next may 
befall him. . 

" Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth, and in- 
dulge thy heart while thy years are blooming I 
yea, walk in the way of thy desire, and in the 
gratification of thy eyes ; yet know, that God,, 
for all this, will bring thee to judgment. 

" Remember thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth, e'^er the evil days come, and the years, 
arrive, when thou shalt say, *- No pleasure . 
have I therein.' Ere the sun grow dim, and 
the light, and the moon, and the stars ; and er« 
the clouds afler rain return* Ere the day 
come when the guardians of the house (the 
hands and arms) sh^l tremble,, and the men of 
valour (the knees and legs) shall fail ; when the 
grinding slaves (the teeth) shall cease; when. 
the watchmen on the battlements (the eyes) 
shall mourn-; when the dooBs shall be shut in. 
the street (the mouth) ; and the sound of the^ 
mill (the jaws) shall no longer be heard ; when 
the bird shall with shrieking arise (the voice of 
age grow shrill,) and all the daughtec^ ^^ \s^^^ 
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retire. When the noble and the mean shall 

Suake; when pleasure shall be despised, and 
esire be extinguished. When man shall be 
departing to his long home, and the mourners 
shall be standing in the streets. Ere the silver 
thread (the spinal marrow) shrink ; the golden 
cup (the gall bladder) be bruised; ere the 
pitcher (the lungs-) be broken at the well ; and 
the wheel at the cistern (the heart) be shattered; 
ere the dust return to the dust wnence it came, 
and the soul go back to God who gave it. ' Vanity 
of vanities, (saith the preacher,) all is vanity ! 
Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter. 
Fear God and keep his commandments, for this 
is the whole duty of man.' For God will bring 
into judgment every deed and every secret, 
whether they be good^or whether they be evil. 

QUESTIONS. 

To- whom is- the book of Proverbs ascribed? Wlist 
sentiments and principles do the Proverbs of Solomon 
generally express? Who is supposed, to have been the 
autlior of the book named Ecclesiastes ?' In whatr year 
before Christ was Solomon bom? 



CHAP. XX. 



The children of Israel were, from time to 

time, forewarned of the various chastisements 

inflicted upon them for their desertion of the 

only living and true God,, by prophets conunis- 

sioned by Jehovah, to admonish and call them 

to repentance. The most \W\x&x.x\q\v& ^ these 
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divine messengers flourished after the separatioa 
of the tribes ft'om the house of David. Their 
predictions are contained in seventeen books- 
The first of these gives the prophecies of Isaiah. 
Isaiah began to prophecy in the last year of 
Uzziah, A. C. 758, and continued to do so* 
during the reign of Jotham, which lasted six- 
teen years ; of Ahaz, which was of equal length,, 
and of Hezekiah, which endured Xwenty-nine 
years. 

Isaiah haOs always been considered as a pro*^ 
phet of the highest eminence. His language is 
nervous, animated, and sublime. With noble- 
boldness, he reproved the vices of princes and 
people, and exhorted them to amendment, as 
the only means of escaping the calamities* 
which would otherwise overwhelm them. He has 
been called, likewise, the Evangelical prophet,. 
on account of his clear and copious descrip- 
tions of the Messiah, the times of tne gospel dis- 
pensation, and the final restoration of the Hebrew 
nation. He plainly declared to them the utter 
inefiicacy of the scrupulous observance of ex- 
ternal ordinances to compensate for the ne- 
glect of moral duties. He foretold many minute 
circumstances concerning the birth, life, suf- 
ferings, and death of Christ. 

He mentioned Cyrus, the illustrious founder 
of the Persian empire, by name, as appointed 
by God to restore the Israelites to their country, 
more than one hundred years before the birth 
of that prince. The other prophets who were 
sent by Jehovah to the Israelites before their 
captivity, were Jeremiah, Ho%Q<^ Jviv\> K\sit»-» 

K 3 
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Jonah, Micah, Ncdiiim, Habakkuk, and Zeph- 
anidh.. 

* Jeremiah was of the sacerdotal race, beine of 
the priests that lived at Anathoth, in the land of 
Benjamin, one of the cities assigned to the Le- 
vites. He began to prophesy in the thirteenth 
year of Josiah, A.C. 628, and prophesied thirty- 
two years. He inveighed with honest boldness 
against the degeneracy of his countrymen, fore- 
told the near approach of the national destruc- 
tion by the king of Babylon, and lived to witness 
and lament that destruction. He was persecuted 
for his unwelcome predictrons ; and bore perse- 
cution with patience and resignation. 

Hosea prophesied during the space of sixty- 
six years ; from the year 790 to the year 724, 
before Christ. His exhortations were principally 
addressed to the house of Israel, but intermingled 

* with references to that of Judah. He urged 
repentance upon both rulers and people, by 
denunciations of the anger of Jehovah against 
idolatry, by predictions of severe pimishment, if 
they persisted in their evil ways ; and promises of 
mercy and blessings reservea for them, if they 
would forsake iniquity, and turn unto the Lord 
their God. The prophecies of Joel were uttered 
not long before the kingdom of Judah was sub- 
verted, and relate entirely to that state ; be- 
tween the years 697 and 660, before the birth 
of our Lord. In addition to other yet more 
important events, he foretold a dreadful devas- 
tation of the land by locusts ; of the vast num- 
bcrjf and destructive poweTS of Nvlvich animals, 

/re gives a most sublime aivA *U\Vatv^ ^^^\\^- 

n 
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tion. Amos was a native of Tekoa, a city be- 
longing to Judah ; but dwelt in the land of Israel, 
and prophesied principidly against that kingdom ; 
between the years 823 and 758 before the nati- 
vity of our Saviour. 

' Jonah gave his predictions in the reiffn^of Je- 
roboam, king of Israel, who began his reign 
823, A*C. He was commissioned by Jehovah, 
not only to exhort the children of Israel, but also 
to announce to Pul, the famous king of Assyria, 
the destruction of Nineveh, his capital city. 
Jonah endeavoured to avoid what he probably 
esteemed to be a dangerous commission, by 
fleeing to Tarshish. But a dreadful storm- over- 
taking the vessel in which he was sailing, he 
denounced himself to the sailors as the object 
of the divine anger, for his vain attempt to escape 
from the presence of his God. At his own de- 
sire he was thrown into the sea, and being mi- 
raculously preserved from the fury of the waves, 
he repaired to Nineveh, and became the means 
of saving the prince and the numerous inhabit- 
- ants of that great city ; who were brought to 
repentance by the preaching of the prophet. 

Micah was a native of Moresa, a town of 
the tribe of Judah. Between the years 757 and 
698 before Christ, he prophesied to both Israel 
and Judah, With great spirit and energy he 
rebuked the princes and false prophets for their 
bad example, and for their misleading the 
people. 

Nahum, a native of Galilee, prophesied in the 
reign of Hezekiah, not long after the subver- 
sion of the kingdom of Israel, b^Vw^^^vxScva^^^'*^ 



«u|^bivii us Ills people; prect 
>^, tion of the country by the Ci 

■^ overthrow which ghould come 

"T. book abounds with pious refl< 

-> tains fewer predictions than t 

.*^ prophets. 

'j| Zephaniah prophesied betwe 

iv; and 609 before Christ. He i 

A latry and the depravity of the > 

but at the same time announc< 
storation and prosperity. Dui 
their captivity, Ezekiel, Dan 
I rebuked, instructed, and proph 

of the tribes of Israel. And 
ation of Jerusalem and the ten 
chariah, and Malachi were < 
Lord of Hosts to give unto 
mations of his will. 
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turn from tFieir wickedness and come unto their 
God, they shall save their souls alive. 

Daniel predicted the overthrow of the Baby- 
lonian empire by the Persians ; the subversion of 
the Persian empire by the Greeks ; the extended 
dominions of the Romans, and the coming of the 
Messiah. All his predictions have been fulfilled. 
The Assyrian, the Persian, the Grecian, the 
Roman empire, successively flourished; till, 
under Augustus Cesar, universal peace took 
place, and our blessed Saviour was born. * 

Obadiah flourished between the taking of Je- 
rusalem, A.C. 587, and the conquest of Idumea, 
by Nebuchadnezzar. He predicted the over- 
throw of the Edoraites, because they exulted 
over the children of Israel in their time of af- 
fliction. 

Haggai was raised up by Jehovah to instruct, 
admonish, and comfort the Hebrews, afler their 
return from Babylon, and when various obsta- 
cles opposed their rebuilding the city and tem- 
ple. He prophesied about 520 years before 
Christ. Zechaviah aided the prophet Haggai, 
to encourage the Israelites in the work of re- 
storing Jerusalem. 

Malachi prophesied about 436 years before 
the birth of our Lord. He was the last of the 
.ancient Hebrew prophets, for between him and 
John the Baptist, the spirit of prophecy was 
discontinued. 

Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel, have 

been styled the greater prophets, because their 

prophecies were- more in number, and of greater 

'importance ; while the remaining twelve are 
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called the lesser, or minor prophets. Jonah, 
Joel, Hosea, and Amos, are the most ancient. 

QUESTIONS. 

Wbal were the general ends and ptu^oses Ibr whidi the 
prophets were sent to the children of Israel, by the Lord 
their God? Which were called tlie greater, and which the 
iounor prophets ? Which of the prophets flourisiied before 
the captivity ? Which of the prophets were with the diildren 
of Israel in their captivity? Wluch of the prophets pipaph^ 
sled, affer the return of Uie children of Israel linom Bbby- 
lon ? Which was the last of the ancient Hebrew prophets? 
What space of time elapsed between Malachi and Jolin die 
Baptist? In what years before the birth of our Saviour did 
the prophets successively and respectively prophesy ? 



CHAP. XXI- 

THE NEW TESTAMENT INTRODUCTION. 

The children of Israel, dispersed through mr 
rious parts of Upper Asia, of Asia Minor, of Egypt, 
and even of Greece, had begun to noake known 
the name and the glory of Jehovah among the 
Gentiles. 

The Hebrew scriptures had been translated 
into Greek ; the most universal language of the 
world ; and their antiquity was acknowledged. 
What was passing among the Greeks themselves, 
was a kind of preparation for the knowledge of 
the truth. Their philosophers well knew that 
the world must be governed by a God, very 
different from the gods of the vulgar ; those gofcU 
which they made the pubWc \»tQifeti?^wk o€ «dor- 
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ing, A truth so impressive, though eagerly 
opposed, aad though badlj understood, even by 
those who privately taught it, was beginning to 
awaken mankind. 

The Chaldeans, the Egyptians, the Phenicians, 
the Romans, who were, in most respects, the 
wisest among the nations ; with regard to reli- 
gion, were the most ignorant and blind. Even 
the Jews, to whom the true God was revealed, 
had begun, not indeed as formerly, to forget the 
God of their fathers, but to intermingle in their 
religion superstitions utterly unworthy of Him. 
Different sects arose among the descendants of 
Abraham, who held very diHerent doctrines, 
and frequently were involved in fierce disputes 
with one another. One of these, the Pharisees, 
was founded under the reign of the Asmoneans, 
as early as the time of Jonathan. The Pharisees 
obtained great credit and vast influence among 
the people, by the strictness of their doctrine, 
the austerity of their manners, and their scru- 
pulous observance of the ceremonial law. They 
affiscted great abstraction from the world ; prac- 
tised severe fasts ; m^de long prayers at the cor- 
ners of crowded streets and in the sj^nagogues ; 
gave alms with ostentation; exhibited them- 
s^ves 4n long flowing robes, and delighted in 
pop\jdar i^p^lause. But, according to our blessed 
Lord's description of them, and the severe re- 
proof which they drew from him* the meek and 
K>wly Saviour, they were hypocrites, who, und^r 
the specious niask of religion, concealed Atrp* 
eious vices. 
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Another sect was named Sadducees, from Sa- 
doc, who founded it, about 263 years before the 
birth of Christ. The Sadducees asserted that 
there is no resurrection, neither angel nor spirit; 
but that the Deity confined his rewards and 
punishments to the present life. To this party 
belonged the most opulent and powerful among 
the Jews. 

The Hebrew scribes who copied and ex- 
pounded the law, had, from time to time, added 
greatly to the burden of the Mosaic ceremonies, 
. and had perverted many of the wisest insti- 
tutions of their divine legislator. 

The Herodians derived their name from their 
espousing the political maxims of Herod, who 
paid the most servile adulation to the Roman 
government, abandoned all regard to the prin- 
ciples of religion and liberty, and adopted hea- 
then manners, and heathen vices. 

Another sect, was that of the Essenes, who 
were superstitious enthusiasts; abstemious and 
austere in their manners ; industrious, benevo- 
lent ; and, generally, dwelling at a distance from 
cities. 

In this state of things, an almost universal ex- 
pectation prevailed of the approaching appear- 
ance of some illustrious person. ^' lliere was 
** spread over all the Eastern regions an old and 
'' constantly received opinion, that it was decreed 
*'^b|V the ntesy that about Uiis time some one 
"■^^■bmUd proceed from Judea, and obtain tmi- 
"'^Tifwd empire. This prediction was accom- 
^yrfuftadin Veqpanan, but the Jews, apptykig 
'^iii to themselves, excited a icbeWvowr ^w.^^» 
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the attestation of two celebrated Roman his- 
torians^ Suetonius and Tacitus, in nearly the same 
words. Joseph us, the Jewish historian, declares, 
likewise, that such a persuasion was generally- 
prevalent among his countrymen at that periocL 
The prophet Daniel had predicted, that, " From 
tlie going forth of the edict to rebuild Jerusalem, 
until Messiah, the Prince, shall be seven weeks 
land threescore and two weeks." These prophe- 
tic weeks, staiiding, each, for so many seven 
years, and making 490 years, were now complete, 
and the hope of the Jews, that the glory of the 
kingdom was about to be restored to Israel, was 
raised to the highest degree. 

The general depravity and corruption called 
for some adequate remedy; the expectation of 
a reformer, and deliverer, soon to come, awak- 
ened the attention of Gentiles, as well as of Jews ; 
the time predicted for the coming of the Saviour 
was expired, when a prophet, named John, 
the son of Zachariah, a priest, appeared in the 
wilderness of Judea, clad, like the ancient pro- 
phets, in coarse garments of camel's hair, and 
subsisting on locusts and wild honey; food com- 
mon among the poor, in Eastern countries, even 
to this day. Isaiah and Malachi had pre- 
dicted a forerunner to the Messiah, who should 
come in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn 
the heeurts of the disobedient to the wisdom of 
the just. " The voice of him that crieth in the 
wilderness, prepare ye the way of the Lord; 
make straight in the desert, a highway for ojir 
God." 
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*^ Behold, I will send my messenger, and he 
sliall prepare the way before me." This fore- 
runner, John, who was miraculously bom of 
aged parents, claimed to be. As no prophet 
had addressed the children of Israel since the 
days of Malachi, an interval of 4*00 years, mul- 
titudes crowded to hear his instructions. Such 
of them as confessed their sins, professed re- 
pentance, and promised amendment, he bap- 
tized in the river- Jordan. Hence, he was sur- 
named the Baptist. 

QUESTIONS. 

Wliat was the state of the most enlightened heathen 
nations at the time of our Saviour's appearance on earth? 
What was the state of the Jews at tliat time ? Was there 
any general expectation of a deliverer at that time? What 
was the sect of the Pharisees? Who were the Sadducees; 
and what principles did they profess ? Who. were the Scribes? 
Who were the Essenes? Who was John the Baptist; and 
what character did he assume ? Why was he called the 
Baptist? How long had the Jews been without a prophet, 
when John appeared ? Where did John appear ; what was 
his dress ; what was his food? 



THE HOLY BIBLE. Ill 

» 

NEW TESTAMENT. 



CHAP. I. 

The life of Jesus Christ, the beloved Son of 
God, .our Saviour, Lord, and Master, is con- 
tained in the writings of four historians, Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John, who exhibit every testis 
mony of authenticity, and every mark of truth; 
Two of them were companions of Jesus in his 
labours; attended his public discourses; were 
with him in the hours of retirement; were daily 
witnesses of his wonderful powers, and godlike 
benevolence. The other two were familiar 
friends of the Apostles, who had been assistant 
ministers with Christ, in publishing the glad tid- 
ings of salvation. Consequently, no writers 
could have enjoyed more favourable opportunir 
ties for giving just accounts of the discourses, 
events, and actions which they record. And 
they had no imaginable motive to mislead by 
false representations. No prospect of gaining 
riches, honour, or power, tempted them to fa- 
bricate such an astonishing story, had they been 
capable of such an invention; but, on the con- 
trary, they well knew that persecution, bonds, 
imprisonment, and death itself, would probably 
be their recompense, for publishing to the world 
those important truths. Their histories are 
plain and simple statements of facts, without 
comments of their own. The readers of the 
narrative are left to draw their own inferences. 

Matthew was a native of Galilee; a tax-gath- 
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Christ's disciples, was a son of Zebedec, a fisher- 
man, upon the lake of Gennesaret. He appears 
to have been peculiarly beloved by our Lord, 
for his amiable disposition. John was present 
at the transfiguration; he beheld the Saviour 
crucified; and to him was committed, by Jesus, 
the care of his mother. He saw Christ repeat- 
edly, after his resurrection ; and, according to 
the prediction of Jesus, he survived the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem. He was banished by Domi- 
tian,. to the isle of Patmos, where visions and 
revelations were presented to his mental eye. 
At a very advanced age, John died, and was 
buried at Ephesus. His Gospel was written in 
the year 68 ; his three epistles, and the book of 
Revelation, in the years 80, 90, and 96. These 
four sacred historians are called Evangelists, as 
being the reporters of the Gospel, the Evangelion, 
or the mes3age of good, the glad tidings of great 

joy- 

QUESTIONS. 

By whom was the history of the life, discourses, miracles, 
death, and resurrection c^ our blessed Lord recorded? 
What were the qualifications of those historians, for giving 
an account of the life and actions of Jesus Christ ; and what 
circumstances establish the authenticity of their account ? 
Who was Mattliew ; when was his Gospel written ; and by . 
wliat death did lie die ? Who was Mark ; and when, and 
where did he write his history ? Who was Luke ; what 
other histmy did he write besides that of the Saviour ; and 
when were his histories published? Who was John ; what - 
did he write besides his history of Christ? Where did he 
receive his revelation ? Where, and at what age did he die ? 
When were his Gospel, his epistles and his revelations pub-- 
lishcd ? Why were the four historians of our Saviour called 
Evangelists ? 
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Jesus; for he shall save his people from their 
sins." Then Joseph, rising from sleep, did as 
the heavenly vision directed. And it came to 
pass, that Cesar Augustus issued an edict, that 
all Judea should be enrolled. And all went to 
be enrolled, every one unto his own city. And 
Joseph went from Galilee, out of the city of 
Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, 
called Bethlehem, (because he was of the house 
and lineage of David) to be enrolled, with Mary, 
his espoused wife. And so it happened, that 
while they were there, she brought forth her 
son; and having wrapt him in swaddling clothes, 
she laid 'him in a manger, because there was no 
room for them in the inn. Now, there were, in 
the same country, shepherds, keeping watch 
over their flocks by night. And, behold, an 
angel of the Lord came unto them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone round about them, so 
that they feared greatly. And the angel said 
unto them, " Fear not; for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joyj which shall be unto 
all people. For unto you is born, this day, in . 
the city of David, a Saviour, who is Christ, the 
Lord." And, suddenly, there was with the 
angel, a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 
God, and saying, '* (Jlory to God in the highest; 
and on earth, peace, goodwill towards men." 
And when the vision was departed, the shep- 
herds went, with haste, and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the babe lying in the manger. 
And they made known abroad, the things they 
had heard concerning this child. And, beh'old, 
there came wise men, magi, from the E^^t^^^^xsx 
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he asked, and the answers which he gave. And 
it came to pass, that when Jesus was thirty 
years of age, he came from Nazareth of Galilee 
to Jordan, unto John to be baptized of him. 
But John forbade him, saying, " I have need to 
be baptized of thee, and comest thou unto me." 
And Jesus replied, " Permit it now, for thus it 
becometh us to fulfil all righteousness, to prac- 
tise whatsoever appeareth to be a duty." And 
Jesus, when he' had been baptized, came up out 
of the water ; and while he was praying, lo ! 
the heavens were opened, and John saw the 
Spirit of God, a flame, the manifestation of the 
immediate presence of the Deity, descending, 
with a hovering motion,iike a dove, and alight- 
ing upon Jesus ; and, a voice from heaven said, 
** This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased !" And Jesus being full of the Holy 
Spirit, returned from Jordan, and was led by a 
divine impulse, into the wilderness, and remained 
in communion with God, fasting forty days, 
as Moses did on Mount Sinai before the law was 
given unto him. And temptations of hunger, 
of ambition, of presumptuous confidence, of 
using his miraculous powers for personal ease 
or safety, were suggested to his mind ; and scenes 
productive of circumstances which would attend 
his laborious and painful course, were spffgestcd 
to his imagination. But he vanquished every 
temptation, and when the conflict was over 
comfort from heaven was administered unto 
him. 
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QUESTIONS. 

Who had the title of king of Judea, when Christ was 
horn? Of what .tribe, and of what family was Jesus? 
Who were his parents? Where was Christ bom? -To 
whom was the buth of the Saviour announced? Who 
came from Arabia to pay homage io Jesus ; and what 
induced them to do so ? and what guided them to the 
place where the infant lay ? Whither did Joseph flee, with 
Mary and her son, to avoid the jealous fury of Herod ? 
In what town did Joseph t^ke up his abode when he was 
informed that he mieht quit Egypt with safety? What, 
symptoms of extraordinary sense (iUd Jesus exhibit when 
twelve years old? How old was Christ when be was 
baptized of John, previous to his entering upon his public 
ministry ? What striking circumstanpes happened when 
Christ came up out of ttie water and was praying ? What 
trial exercised the Saviour immediately after his baptism ? 
Of what did the temptations consist? When Christ had 
vanquished the temptations, what consolation was afforded 
him? 



CHAP. III. , 

This is the testimony which John the Baptist 
gave concerning Jesus, when the Jews sent 
Priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, 
" Who art thou?" He declared, " I am not the 
Christ, the Messiah, or AnDinted One, I am the 
voice of one cryine in the wilderness, make 
straight the way of the Lord. 1 baptize with 
water, but there standeth one among you whom 
ye know not. He, though coming after me, is 
IS preferred before me; the strings of whose 
sandals I am unworthy to unloose. I saw the 
Spirit descending like a dove, and it abode upon 
^Jim, And I knew him not, but He that sent me 
to baptize with water had savOi \iiv\.o m^^ * Upon 
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whom thou shalt sec the Spirit descending and 
remaining, the same is he who baptizeth with 
the Holy Ghost', And I saw ; and I bear record 
that this is the Son of God." And again, looking 
on Jesus as he was walking along, John said, 
" Behold the Lamb of God." Jesus afterwards 
called to be his disciples, Simon Peter, and 
Andrew, his brother, and Philip of Bethsaida, 
and Nathaniel, whose character Jesus discerned, 
and to whom he manifested supernatural know- 
ledge of the situation he was in, and of what 
he was doing before he came into his presence, 
saying, " Before Philip called thee, when thou 
wast yet under the fig tree, I saw thee." And 
Jesus began to work miracles, and to preach, 
saying, <' The kingdom of heaven^ is at hand. 
And there went a fame of him through all the 
region round about. And in their synagogue 
he rebuked the people of Nazareth who were 
infamous for their transgressions ; they thurst 
him out of their city, and dragged him to the 
brow of the hill on which their city was built, 
that they might cast him down headlong. But 
he, passing through the midst of them, went his 
way. 

The great festival of the Passover was now 
approaching, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem, 
agreeably to the command of the law of Moses. 
On his first entrance into the temple, according 
to the prophecy of Malachi, (the Lord whom ye 
seek shall suddenly come to the temple) he saw 
in the outer court, even the court of the Gen- 
tiles, those who sold oxen^ sheep, and dpves, for 
the sacrifices^ and those who exchanged Jewish 
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Philip's wife, and for other evils which he had 
done, shut up John in prison ; and« finally, at 
the instigation of Herodias, that wicked wo- 
man, he put to death the holy man of God* 
But when Jesus heard that John was imprisoned, 
he left Judeaj and departed into Galilee. On 
his road into Galilee it was necessary that Jesus 
should pass through Samaria. And when he 
drew near unto a town named Sychar, at noon, 
being wearied with his journey, he rested him- 
self on the side of a well called after the pa- 
triarch, Jacob, by whom it was 'supposed that 
it -was first digged. And his disciples went 
into the town to buy food. A Samaritan woman 
coming unto the well to draw water, Jesus asked 
her to give him to drink, and entering into 
conversation with her, he mentioned certain 
particulars of her private life, so that being 
convinced thereby that he was a prophet, she 
ran unto the town, and brought out unto Jesus 
her friends and acquaintance, saying, ''Is not 
this the Christ who manifesteth miraculous 
knowledge of my domestic circumstances.'' And 
many of the inhabitants of Sychar believed on 
him ; and at their entreaty, he abode with them 
two days. They acknowledged him to be the 
Christ, the Saviour of the world ; moved by the 
wisdom and the mighty power which they saw 
in him. And Jesus went on unto Galilee, and 
the Galileans received him, having seen the 
things which he did, at Jerusalem, during the 
festival. And Jesus came again unto Cana of 
Galilee, where he had wrought his first miracle 
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who saw it were amazed, so that his fame 
spread abroad throughout all Galilee. And, 
going out of the synagogue, he went into the 
house of Simon and Andrew, together with 
James and John. But the mother of Simon's 
wife lay sick of a fever, and Jesus rebuked the 
fever, and it lefl her ; and immediately she arose 
and ministered unto them. Now, when the sun 
was setting, they brought unto them man^ 
diseased persons, on whom laying his hands, 
Jesus healed them. Thus,- was fulfilled the 
word of Isaiali, saying, " Himself took our in- 
firmities, and bare our sicknesses.'* 

And in the morning, rising up long before day, 
he departed into a solitary place, and there 
prayed. And Simon, and they who were with 
him, followed Jesus ; and he went into the towns 
and villages of Galilee, curing all manner of 
sicknesses. So that the fame of his mighty 
works went throughout all Syria ; and multitudes 
of people followed him from Galilee, from Jeru- 
salem, and from beyond Jordan. 

QUESTIONS. 

What testimony did John the Baptist give to our Saviour's 
authority, when the priests sent to inquire who he was ? 
Whom did Jesus first call to be his disciples ? What proof 
of supernatural knowledge did Jesus exhibit at that time ? 
What treatment did Christ experience from the people of 
Nazareth ? What actions did Jesus perform at the first Pas- 
sover which he attended ? Wliat was the noble conduct of 
John the Baptist towards Herod ; and what were its con- 
sequences? What was the conduct of our Saviour towards 
the woman of Samaria ; and what reception did he meet 
with from tlic inliabitants of Sychar ? What reception did 
the Galileans give Jesus ? What miracles did he perform. 
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And Jesus stood in the plain, with the company 
of his disciples, and a vast multitude from Jeru- 
salem, from various parts of Judea, and from the 
sea coast, who camie to hear him, and to be healed 
of their diseases. And the sick sought to draw 
nigh unto, and touch him, for there went, pow- 
erfiil influence out of him, which cured -them. 
Then Jesus, seeing the multitudes gathered to- 
gether, retired to the mountain, and having found 
a convenient place, he seated himself agreeably 
to the custom of the Jewish teachers, and de- 
livered unto his disciples, and the multitude that 
had followed him, lessons of heavenly wisdom. 

And Jesus returned to Capernaum, and there 
he healed the servant of a centurion, a Roman 
officer, of a palsy. And on the day after, he 
went to a town called Nain, with his discpies, 
and a great multitude. When, behold ! as he 
drew near to the gate, a dead man was carried 
out, the only son of his mother, who was a wi- 
dow, and many people of the city were with 
her. And when the Lord saw her, he was moved 
with compassion. He came and touched the 
bier, and the bearers stood still. And he said, 
" Young man, arise !" Then he that had been 
dead, sat up, and began to speak ; and Jesus 
restored him thus unto his mother. Then came 
^reat fear on all ; and they glorified God, say- 
mg, ''A great Prophet is risen up among us, 
and God hath visited his people.** And he con- 
tinued to go through the cities and villages, 
preaching and proclaiming the glad tidings of 
the kingdom of God : and the twelve accompa- 
nied him, and certain women, yiVvotcv Vv^ Vvbj^ 

M 3 



jl^ storm of wind coming down uf 

fl ship was covered with the wi 

f;^ remained asleep in the hinder \ 

«V' And the disciples awakened hii 

l\ ter, master, we perish. " Ther 

S^ rebuked the wind and the ragii 

ijji saying, " Peace ! be still !" An( 

'^J; and there was a great calm. 

ii " Why are ye so fearful ? Why 

iJj; faith ?" And the men feared < 

^ said one to another, " What nr 

this, that even the wind and th< 
And it came to pass, when , 
>>i over the lake again, the peopl 

■i him. And there came a man, ni 

was a ruler of the synagogue. 1 
of Jesus, and besought him t 
house, to heal his. daughter. 



Iv  

r: 



\\^ 



*• 



THE HOLY BIBLE. 127 

she was dead. But when Jesus had put them 
all out, he led the father and mother, and those 
who were with him, into the chamber where the 
damsel lay : and, taking her by the hand, he 
said unto her, " Arise." And life returned unto 
her> and she arose immediately, and walked, and 
did eat food. Then were all filled with astonish- 
ment ; and the fame of this went throughout all 
that land. 

And when Jesus was departing thence, two 
blind men followed him, crying, ** Thou Son of 
David, have mercy upon us." And when they 
came unto him, Jesus said, " Believe ye that I 
am able to do this ?" And they replied, " Yea, 
Lord, we believe." Then touched he their eyes, 
saying, "According to your faith, be it unto you." 
Then were their eyes opened immediately. But 
Jesus strictly charged them that no man should 
know it. And they, when they were departed, 
spread abroad his fame in all that country. 

Then Jesus called together the twelve apostles, 
and imparting to them power to heal the sick,, 
and cure all manner of diseases, sent them forth, 
by two and two, to preach the kingdom of heaven^ 

He commanded them freely to give, what 
they had freely received ; to use for benevolent 
purposes the supernatural powers bestowed on 
them ; to make no provision for their journey, 
but to trust to God for their support. And they 
departing, healed many sick, and preached the 
word of the kingdom. 

Now Herod the king heard of th^ fame of 
Jesus ; and he said unto his servants, '* This is 
John the Baptist risen from the deoid^ ^a£ki^ 
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QUESTIONS. 

What miracles did Christ perform near the lake Genne- 
saret, and whom did he there call to be his disciples?. 
Whom did Jesus appoint as his apostles ? What commis- 
sion did he give to the apostles, and what powers did he 
impart to tliem? On what account did great multitudes 
follow Jesus ? What miracle did Christ perform at Nain ? 
What astonishing power did Jeaus show during a stonn 
upon the lake of Gennesaret? What benefit did Jairus, a 
ruler of the synagogue, receive from Jesus? What mi- 
racle did Jesus work, as he was departing from Uie house* 
of Jairus? What effect did the fame of Jesus produce 
upon Herod? What was the miracle which our Saviour 
worked to satisfy the hungry multitude ? 



CHAP. V. 

The festival of the Passover being again nigh, 
Jesus came from his retirement in the hill coun- 
try, and he perceived, at a distance, a great 
multitude, who were coming to the wilderness 
in searchjof him, and had brought their sick with 
them. And he repeated the miracle of increas- 
ing the quantity of food; so that with five 
loaves and two small fishes, he fed five thousand 
men, besides women and children, who were 
seated in ranks, upon the grass, to receive their 
several portions. Then those men that had 
seen the miracle which Jesus wrought, said, 
" Of a truth, this is that prophet, the Messiah, 
who was to come into the world." And when 
they were about to come, by force to make him 
their king, Jesus constrained his disciples to 
go into a ship, and to go before him to Betbsaida, 
while he should send the multitude avi^j^* ^^^ 
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when he had dismissed the multitude, he went 
up to a hill, apart, to pray, continuing there 
alone, until the evening. And his disciples 
were sailing towards Capernaum ; and when it 
was dark, Jesus was not come to them, and the 
ship was now tossing in the midst of high waves, 
by reason of a strong wind which blew upon 
the lake. But about the fourth watch of the 
pight, Jesus drew near unto the ship> walking 
on the water, and the disciples cried out ^oud, 
being terrified and amazed. Then Jesus said 
unto them, '< Be of good cheer; it is I, be not 
afraid." And Peter answered him, " Lord, 
if it be thou, bid me come unto thee upon the 
water." And Jesus said, " Come." Then 
Peter came down out o^ the ship, and was walk- 
ing on the water to go to Jesus ; but beginning 
to sink, he cried out, '* Lord, save me." And 
immediately Jesus stretching out his hand, 
caught him, and said << O thou of little faith, 
wherefore didst thou doubt?" And he went 
up into the ship, and the storm ceasing, they 
quickly reached the shore. And they who were 
in the vessel, prostrated themselves before him, 
saying, " Truly thou art the Son of God, the 
expected Messiah." And when he came to Beth- 
saida, Jesus there opened the eyes of a blind 
man who was brought unto him. And when the 
men of Gennesaret knew that Jesus was in their 
country, they sent and assembled together all' 
who were diseased. In the towns through which 
he passed, they laid the sick on couches, in the 
streets, and besought that they might touch. 
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even the border of his robe ; and as many as 
touched him were made whole. 

On the borders of Tyre and Sidon, and in 
the towns of Cesarea Philippi, Jesus healed 
many of their diseases, and taught the people ; 
and foretold to. his disciples, his own death, and 
that one of them would betray him. And it 
came to pass, six days after, that Jesus took 
Peter, James, and John, and went up into a 
high • mountain apart by themselves, to pray. 
And as he was praying, he was transfigured m 
their sight. The appearance of his countenance- 
was changed ; his face shone as the sun ; his 
raiment became white as the light, and glisten- 
ing. And, behold, there talked with him two 
men, Moses and Elias, who appeared in glory, 
surrounded with light, who spake of his decease, 
which he should accomplish at Jesusalem. But 
Peter, and his companions, were heavy with 
sleep, overpowered by the brilliance of the scene. 
But when, recovering, they saw his glory, and 
that of the two men who stood with him, Peter 
proposed to take up their abode there, for he 
knew not what he said, so astonished was he. 
And while he was yet speaking, a bright cloud 
overshadowed them, and a voice ?rom the cloud 
said, '^ This is my beloved Son,* in whom I am 
well pleased; hear ye him.'* But when the 
disciples heard it, they fell on their faces and 
feared greatly. Then Jesus came and touched 
them, and said, '< Arise, be not afraid." And 
when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no man, 
save Jesus only. And on the next day, when 
they came down from the mount unto l\v&\«»x ^S. 
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And he sent messengers before him, who en- 
tered into a village of the Samaritans to make 
ready for him ; but they would not receive him, 
because he was travelling towar^ds Jerusalem. 
And when James and John saw this, they pro- 
posed to Jesus to call fire from heaven to con- 
sume them, even as Elias did. But Jesus re- 
buked them, saying, " Ye know not what spirit 
ye are of; the Son of man is not come to de- 
stroy men's lives, but to save them." And they 
went to another village. But Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem, to the festival of the Passover. Now, 
there was at Jerusalem, a bath, called Bethesda, 
that is, tlie house of mercy, having iSve porticos. 
In these lay a great number of infirm persons 
waiting for the moving of the water; for a 
person, at a certain season, went down into the 
bath, and caused the spring to bubble up. 
Whosoever then, first after the bubbling of the 
water, stepped in, was supposed to be made 
well of whatever disease he had. And a certain 
man was there, who had been diseased thirty 
and eight years, and, being a cripple, and having 
no man to help him, could not enter the bath 
first, after the bubbling up of the spring, ' be- 
cause others went in before him. And Jesus 
said unto him, " Rise, take up thy couch and 
walk." And immediately the man was made 
whole, and took up his couch and walked. But 
the Jews persecuted Jesus and sought to slay 
him, because he had done these things on the 
Sabbath-day. 
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our Saviour perform, upon his coxnin 
Mount where he had been transfigured ? 
enable Peter to pay the tribute mone 
What happened to Jesus, as he was gmn 
to Jerusalem ? What reproof did he ' 
James and John, for their cruel reques 
was arrived at Jerusalem, what miracle 
Bath of Bethesda? What is the mea 
Bethesda? 



CHAP. VI. 



After these things, Jesus wen 
not willing to remain in Judea 
Jewish rulers sought to put him t 
he appointed seventy of his disci 
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him and his attendants into her house. And 
she had a sister called Mary, who seated her- 
self at the feet of Jesus, attentively listening 
unto his words. But Martha, being anxiously 
engaged in making great preparation for her 
guests, came and said to Jesus, ** Carest thou 
not, master, that my sister hath left me to serve 
alone ?*' But Jesus answered, *^ Martha, thou 
art careful, and troubled about many things, 
when «nly one thing is needful, and Mary hath 
chosen that good part, which shall not be taken 
from her. And after he had been praying, his 
disciples said unto him, " Lord, teach us to 
pray, as John taught his disciples." 

And Jesus gave them that excellent form, 
called the Lord's Prayer; and imparted unto 
them many instructions of f^eavemy wisdom. 
And the Jewish feast of tabernacles, in com- 
memoration of the children of Israel dwelling 
in tents in the wilderness, drew near; but Jesus 
abode in Galilee. And after a time, he came 
into the coasts of Judea, and the multitudes 
resorted to him again ; and as he was wont, he 
taught them, and healed them. Then were 
brought unto him, little children, that he might 
lay his hands upon them, and pray; and the dis- 
ciples rebuked those who brougnt them. But 
Jesus said unto them, '< Suffer little children to 
come unto me, for of such is the kingdom of 
heaven." And he took them up in his arms ; 
put his hands on them ; blessed them ; and de- 
parted thence. And when he was gone forth 
mto the road, there came one running and 
kneeling to him, who asked him, saying, ** Good 
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master, what shall I do to inherit immortal )i 
And Jesus said unto him, " Why callest i 
me good? there is none good but one; th 
God. If thou wilt enter into life, keep the < 
niandments." And when the young mati 
that he had kept the moral precepts of the 
from his youth up, Jesus, looking upon 
with afiection, said unto him, " One thing i 
wantest. If thou wilt be perfect, as my disc 
go, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to 
poor, and thou shalt have treasure in hea 
Come, take up the cross, and follow me." 
when the young man heard these words, he ^ 
sorrowful; for he had many possess: 
when Jesus saw that he was sorrowful 
said unto his disciples, " How hardly will 
who are rich enter into the kingdom ofheav 
that is, be my disciple, and, quitting all eai 
things, give their whole attentmn to the pub 
ing of the glad tidings of great joy! 

And when the time of the feast of taberni 
was come, Jesus went up to Jerusalem, an 
taught in the temple with so much wisdom, 
the Jewish teachers marvelled, saying, " Whi 
hath this man letters, having never leami 
But the people murmured concerning him, 
ing, " When the Christ cometh, will be 
more miracles than this man doeth ?" But « 
the chief priests heard these things, they 
oflicers to take liim; who feared to lay hand 
him, because of the people. TTien came 
officers to the chief priests, without having ti 
Jesus; and they said, " Never man spaxe 
tliiamaa." 
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While Jesus was yet at Jerusalem, he restored 
to sight, a man who was blind from his birth. 
The Pharisees were alarmed ; and being enraged 
at the freedom with which he rebuked their 
pride and hypocrisy, they endeavoured to stone 
him; but he escaped from their hands. 

Now, a certain man of Bethany, named Laza- 
rus, the brother of Martha and Mary, who had 
kindly received Jesus, was sick. And the 
sisters sent unto Jesus, saying, << Lord, he whom 
thou lovest is sick." And Jesus went unto 
Bethany, with his disciples, and found that La- 
zarus had been dead four days already. And 
they saw Martha and Mary, and their friends 
weeping together. And the sisters of Lazarus 
said unto Jesus, ^^ Lord, if thou hadst been here, 
our brother would not have died." Jesus wept. 
And, he said, ^' I am the resurrection, and the 
life. He who believeth in me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live; and whosoever liveth 
and believeth in me shall never die.'* And 
Jesus accompanied them to the tomb of Lazarus; 
and commanded the stone to be taken away 
from its mouth. Then, lifting up his eyes, he 
said, '' Father, I thank Thee that Thou hast 
heard me. I know indeed, that Thou hearest 
me always ; but, because of the multitude stand- 
ing by, I say this, that they may believe that 
Thou hast sent me." And when he had sai4 
these words, he cried, with a loud voice, *' Laza- 
rus, come forth !" Then, he who' had been dead 
came, bound up in his funeral clothes. Jesus 
said unto them, " Loose him, and let him go." 
Many of the Jews who saw this miracle which 
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cles, and such multitudes tbllowea mm, 
feared lest an insurrection taking pla 
the people, the Romans should dest 
and their city. And they determine! 
for means of putting Jesus to death 
therefore, no longer walked openly amc 
but went into a part of the country 
desert, to a city called Ephraim, and t 
tinued with his disciples. 

QUESTIONS. 

Whither did Jesus retire to avoid the fury c 
Rulers ? How many of his disciples did Jes 
by two, to publish the Gospel ; and what di 
powers did hie give tliem ? What reception did 
Mary give Jesus ; and what difference was tl 
ccmduct? What was the conduct of Christ t 
little children who were brought unto him ? 
history of the young man, wlio applied to oi 
learn by what means he might enter into 
astonishing miracle did Christ work upon I^ 
thany? What did the chief priests determii 
Christ, when they heard of his raising Lazat 
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CHAP. VII. 



And now, the last passover, which Jesus was 
to celebrate, drew near. And as he was going 
up to Jerusalem, he informed the twelve apostIes> 
that all the predictions of the prophets concern- 
ing tlie sufferings and death of the Messiah 
were about to be accomplished in him; that he 
should be crucified, and, on the third day, be 
raised from the dead. But they understood not 
his sayings. And as they were passing through 
Jericho, Jesus restored sight to a blind man, 
named Bartimeus ; and all the people, when they 
saw it, gave glory unto God. Zaccheus, the 
chief of the tax-gatherers, at Jericho, wishing to 
see Jesus, climbed up into a tree, because he 
was short of stature; and the multitude wa$ 
great around him. And Jesus, knowing that he 
was worthy, called him down, and went into his 
house, and rested there, saying, " The Son of 
man is come to seek and to save that which was 
lost." Six days before the passover, Jesus came 
to Bethany; and he entered into the house of 
Simon, who had been afflicted with leprosy. 
And there they made an entertainment for him; 
and Lazarus was one of the guests ; and Martha 
served. Then took Mary, an alabaster box of 
precious ointment, composed of fragrant spices ; 
and, breaking the box: she poured it upon his 
head,' as he sat at tabic ; and anointed the feet 
of Jesus, and wiped them with her hair; and the 
house was filled with the odour of the ointment. 
Now, a great multitude of the Jews knew that he 
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thy eyes. For the days will come, when thy 
enemies shall lay thee even with the grouna,* 
and will not leave in thee, one stone upon ano* 
ther; because thou knewest not the time of thy 
visitation ;" the time of mercy, the day of grace. 
But the Scribes, and chief priests, when they 
heard this, were filled with indignation. Then, 
when the evening was come, Jesus went but of 
the city, to Bethany, and lodged there: And 
in the morning, lie returned unto JerusalenK 

And as he was praying, he said, " Now iamy^ 
soul troubled." Shall I say, " Father, save me 
from this hour ? But for this cause came I to 
this hour. Father, glorify thy name." Theiv 
came there a voice from heaven, "I have: 
already glorified it, and will glorify it againJ*' 
Those of the multitude, who were at a distance, 
said that it thundered, and they who were nearer, 
that an angel spake unto him. Jesus replied, 
** nils voice came not for my sake ; but for 
yours." And he departed, and concealed him- 
self from them. When he had returned to Je- 
rusalem, as he was teaching in the temple, the 
elders came unto him, demanding by what au- 
thority he did those things. And by his superior 
wisdom he silenced their disputation. And he 
spake many parables descriptive of the state of 
the Jews, and prophetic of their fate. In the- 
day-time, he was teaching in the temple, and in 
the evening he went out and abode in the Mount 
of Olives ; and early in the morning, the people 
assembled in the temple to Vv^^t \v«sw% Sc&^V 
again he foretold the destT\ic\\ow oi ^^ '^^^^^^'^^ 
and lamented over Jerusa\em> ^oovaa^ 'v.'^ ^^ 
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He exhorted his disciples, thatwiicn they tho 
see the city tmcompassed with armies, and 
Roman ensign, the abomination of desolati 
spoken of by the prophet Daniel, standing u| 
the holv ground, they should escape into 



QUESTIONS. 

What incideots hippened (o Jews as he was pu 
(brongh Jericho in hi> lost joumej to JerutBlem ? \ 
tMqipeiKd to Jem> U Betbui j in llua hi* last progrett ? 
wbat maiincr did Christ enter Jerunlein, and widi ' 
Bccluoalion did the multitude receiie him 7 What ott 
tHHi did God give to the divine misBioa ■rf' Jems in 
midst of the multitude 7 What prediction did Chriri u 
and what iiaraing did he give in the temple ? Whithei 
Jesus retire from tlic city, 1o pose the ni^it? 



CHAP. vm. 

It ctune to pass, when Jesus bad finished 
these sayings, he said unto his disciples, *■ 
know that after two days, is the festival of 
passover; and then will the Son of man be 
livered up to be crucified." 

Then assembled the chief priests, the Scri 
and the elders, unto the palace of Cid^l 
the high priest ; and consulted that they mi 
take Jesus privately, and put him to death ; 
during the feast day, lest there should be a 
aiuk among the people ; for they feared 
people. Tnen Juda» IswawV, 'wivpOi'iA. b^ 
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evil disposition, went unto the chief priests, 
and covenanted to betray Jesus unto them, for 
thirty pieces of silver. Then came the day of 
unleavened bread, on which the lamb of the 
passover was appointed to be killed. And the 
disciples having prepared a room, and all things 
for the feast, Jesus sat down with the twelve 
apostles. And rising from the table, and laying 
aside his upper garment, he girded himself with 
a towel. Then pouring water into a basin, he 
began to wash the feet of the disciples, and to 
wipe them with the towel. After he had washed 
their feet, and taken again his upper garment,' 
he said unto them, '< Consider ye what I have 
done to you ? Ye call me, Master, and Lord, 
and ye do well thereby, for so I am. If I, then, 
your Teacher, have washed your feet, ye also 
ought to wash one another's feet." For I have 
herein given you an example of humility and 
brotherly kindness. 

And as they were eating the passover, Jesus 
took bread, and instead of the usual paschal ex- 
hortation, he blessed, and brake it, and gave it 
to them, sdying, ''Take; eat; this is my body 
which is given K>r you ; this do in remembrance 
of me. And he took the cup after supper, and 
giving thanks, gave it to them, saying, ' Drink, 
ye all thereof; for this is my blood of the New 
Covenant, which is shed for many, for the re- 
mission of sins." Christ, then, proceeded to fore- 
warn his disciples of the opposition they would 
experience from the world ; to ^ve \5\««!w ^^sssbL- 
rahle directions for their cotvAxxcl \ x.^ ^«^ ^^ 
them to his heavenly ¥at\vet \ to c««i^«^^ "ccw^^s^ 
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affectionately ; and to promise them that tbejr 
should sec him again ; and should finally receive 
the gracious gift« of the Holy Spirit. 

And Jesus went forth with his disciples, over 
the brook Cedron, where was a garden, into 
wliich they entered. But Judas had departed 
unto the chief priests, to bring them thither to 
take Jesus. And when they were come to a 
place called Gethscmane, he corhmanded his 
disciples to remain there, while, with Peter, and 
the sons of Zcbedcc, he went farther on. 

Tlien began he to be very sorrowful, and full 
of anguish. And he fell on the ground, and 
prayed, saying, " O my Father ! if it be possible, 
let this cup pass from me ; nevertheless, not my 
will, but thnic be done.'' And being in an 
agony, he prayed more earnestly, till the sweat 
fell from his face, like drops of blood. But 
Judas, also, who was betraying him, knew the ^ 
garden of Gcthsemane to be a place to which 
Jesus often resorted \vitli his disciples. Judas, 
then, having received a band of soldiers and 
officers from the chief priests, came tliithcr 
with torches and weapons. Jesus, therefore, 
knowing all things that should come upon him, 
went forth to meet them. Then came Judas, 
and with him a great multitude from the priests 
and elders of the people. And he had siven 
unto them a sign, that they should apprehend 
the person whom he should salute. And imme- 
diatelv he approached Jesus, saying unto him, 
'' Hail master," and kissing him. And Jesus said 
unto him, << Judas, betrayest thou the Son of 
Jnaa with a kiss ? Aud Vie &^\d. \xato the multi- 
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tude, " Whom seek ye ?'* They answered, *« Jesus 
of Nazareth." Jesus said unto them, "I am 
he." And as soon as he had so said, the officers 
went backward, and fell on the ground. Then 
came they near, and laid hands upon Jesus. But 
Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it, and 
struck a servant of the High Priest, named Mal- 
chus, and cut off his right ear. Then said Jesus 
unto Peter, " Put up thy sword ; for all they 
who have .recourse to the sword, shall perish by 
the sword. The cup which my Father hath 
given me, shall I not drink it ?"' Then Jesus said, 
*^ Suffer ye thus far ;" and he touched the ear of 
the servant, and healed it. But all the disciples 
forsook him and fled. And the officers, taking 
Jesus, led him away to the house of the Hign 
Priest, Caiaphas, who bad given his advice in 
the council, that it was expedient that one man 
should die for the people ; and Peter, and ano- 
ther disciple, followed at a distance. That dis- 
ciple was known unto the High Priest ; so that 
he entered into the palace with Jesus. But Peter 
stood without, at the door. And when he was 
repeatedly charged with being one of the disci- 
ples of Jesus, he repeatedly denied it. But 
when the cock crew, or the Roman trumpet 
sounded, and Jesus looked upon him, Peter re- 
membered that he had said unto him, before the 
cock crows thou wilt deny me thrice. And Peter 
went out and wept bitterly. Now the elders 
and chief priests sought false witnesses against 
Jesus, to cause him to be put to death, but found 
none ; For though many fa\se mXxie^e^ Q,'axcifc>^^5^ 
found tbeyjione good; for lYvevx X^^Najkiqtk^ ^^^^^ 
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not together. At the last, two false witnesses 
accused him of saying, " I will destroy this tem- 
ple made with hands, and within three days I 
will build another made without hands." But 
neither so, did their testimony agree toeether. 
Yet the High Priest declared him guilty ofdeath. 
Then Judas, who had betrayed Jesus, when he 
saw that he was condemned, repented, and 
brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the 
elders, and cast down the pieces of silver in the 
temple, and departing, he went and hanged 
himself. And the whole multitude of them arose, 
and when they had bound Jesus, they led him 
away from Caiaphas unto the hall of judgment, 
early in the morning, and delivered him to Pon- 
tius Pilate, the governor. And they besan to 
accuse Jesus, saying, << We found this man 
perverting the nation, forbidding to give tribute 
to Cesar, saying, that he himself is Christ, a 
king,'* And Jesus stood before the governor ; 
and when he was accused by the elders, he re- 
mained silent, and answered nothing; so that 
Pilate wondered greatly. Then said Pilate to 
the chief priests and people, " I find nothing 
faulty in this man." Then he entered into the 
judgment-hall again, and called Jesus, and said 
unto him, " Art thou the king of the Jews ?" 
Jesus answered, ^* My kingdom is not of this 
world." And Pilate said again to the chief 
priests, " I find in him no fault." And they 
were the more fierce, accusing Jesus of stirring 
up the people. Then Pilate, finding that Jesus 
was of Galilee, sent him unto HerocL But when 
Herod saw Jesus, he waa Nerj ^^^> fei Ive had 
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long desired to see him, because he hoped to 
see some miracle done by him. 

And Herod questioned Jesus in many words; 
but Jesus answered him not. The chief priests 
also stood, vehemently accusing Jesus ; and the 
soldiers derided him, arraying nim in gorgeous 
apparel. Then they sent him again to Pilate. 
Then Pilate, assembling again the chief priests, 
declared unto them, that he found nothing in 
Jesus worthy of death; and that neither had 
Herod. Then, as they had the privilege, by 
custom, of requiring the release of some one 
criminal, at the passover, the Roman governor 
offered to release unto them either Jesus, or 
Bar&bbas, who had been guilty of murder, in a 
sedition. But the rulers and elders excited the 
people that they should ask for Barabbas, and 
suffer Jesus to perish; so they cried with one 
voice, saying, ** Give us Barabbas." And when 
Pilate said <' What then shall I do with Jesus, 
who is called Christ?'' they cried out again, 
** Crucify him ! crucify him !" And Pilate said 
tmto them, the third time, " Why, what evil 
hath he done? I have found no cause of death 
in him." But they cried out more vehemently, 
'< Let him be crucified I if thou let this man go, 
thou art not Cesar's friend." 

When Pilate saw that he could not prevail, 
but that a greater tumult arose, he took water, 
and washed his hands before the multitude, 
saying, " 1 am innocent of the blood of this in- 
nocent man." Then answered the people, " Hi& 
blood be upon us, and upou out i^iV^esvr Ks»^ 
Pilate, willing to content t\ie \i^o^^> ^^^ ^'^^^ 
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tence as they required ; and commanded Jesus 
to be led away to the hall, called Pretorium. 

QUESTIONS. 

In what manner did Christ celebrate his last passover; 
and what institution did he then appoint in commemoration 
of himself? By what action did Jesus give hb disciples an 
impressive lesson of humility and mutual goodwill ? Where, 
how, and by whom, was Jesus betrayed? What was the 
conduct of the disciples, and particularly of Peter, when 
Christ was apprehended? Into what grievous fault did 
Peter fall, when Jesus was taken into the judgment hall? 
To what dreadful conduct did the elders incite the pecyple? 
How did Herod and his soldiers treat Jesus? What de- 
claration did Pilate make concerning Jesus ? What out-, 
cry did the multitude raise, when Pilate asserted die inno- 
cence of Christ? What effect did the tumult criT the people 
produce upon Pilate? 



CHAP. IX. 



And Jesus, bearing a part of his cross, came 
forth. Then they led him to the place called 
Golgotha, or the place of skulls ; and they gave 
him to drink, wine mingled with m3nrrh, as they 
were accustomed to sive to criminals before they 
were put to death, that the sense of pain might 
be deadened. But when Jesus had tasted there- 
of, he would not drink. And t^cre followed him 
a great company of the people, and of women, 
who bewailed and lamented him. But Jesus, 
turning unto them, said, " Daughters of Jerusa- 
lenj, weep not for me, but y/ce\» fet -^^Mt^elves, 
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and your children." And when they- were come 
unto the place which is called Calvary, there 
they crucified him, between two malefactors, 
who were condemned to die by the same cruel 
death. And thus was fulfilled the word of 
Isaiah, the prophet, *' He was numbered with 
the transgressors.*' 

Then said Jesus, ^* Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do." But the soldiers 
mocked him, saying, << If thou be the king of 
the J^ws, save thyself." 

Now, from the sixth hour, the hour of noon, 
until the ninth hour, or three o*clock, there was 
darkness over all the land. And the mother of 
Jesus, and her sister, and Mary of Magd^ene, 
and John, the beloved disciple, were nigh unto 
the foot of the cross. And when Jesus saw his 
mother, and the disciple whom he loved, stand- 
ins near, he said unto his mother, *' Woman, 
b^old thy son;" and to that disciple, he said, 
" Behold thy mother." And from that time 
the disciple took her to his own home. And, 
at the nmth hour, Jesus cried aloud, in the 
words of David, in the twenty-second Psalm, 
" My God ! my God ! why hast thou forsaken 
me i" And saying, '< It is finished; Father, into 
.thy hands I commend my spirit," Jesus bowed his 
head, and expired. And, behold, the veil of 
the temple, a rich and thick Babylonian carpet, 
was rent in two, from top to bottom ; and the 
earth quaked, and the rocks were rent asunder. 
Now, when the Centurion and his soldiers^ v^lvc^ 
were watchiDg Jesus, saw tVve ^^x^o^^^-k «sA^ 
these wonderSf they feaxed gc^'^xV^i ««V^%v 
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** Truly this was a righteous man ; a son of God." 
And the multitude, who had come together to 
see the crucifixion, beholding the thmgs that 
were done, returning, smote upon their breasts. 
But the Jewish rulers, that the bodies might not 
remain on the crosses during the Sabbath, be- 
sought Pilate that their legs might be broken, in 
order to ascertain their being d^d, and that they 
might be taken away. And when the soldiers 
came to Jesus, seeing that he was already dead, 
they brake not his legs ; but one of them, with 
a spear, pierced his side, and immediately blood 
and water issued from the wound. Thus was 
fulfilled the Scripture which saith (Psalm xxxiv. 
XX. Exodus, xii.xlvi. Numbers, ix. xii.) '< Abone 
of him shall not be broken ; they shall look on him 
whom they pierced." (Psalm xxii. xvi. Zechariah, 
xii. X.) And now, when the evening was come, 
Joseph of Arimathea, an honourable counsellor, 
a good and righteous man, who also was rich, 
who had not consented unto the counsel and 
deed of the rulers, who also waited for the king- 
dom, went nnto Pilate, and begged the body of 
Jesus. 

And Pilate wondered that he could be already 
doad, .and calling the Centurion, he inquired of 
him ; and when he knew that Jesus was indeed 
dead, he gave the body to Joseph. Then came 
Nicodemus likewise, and brought a mixture of 
myrrh and aloes, that they might embalm the 
body of Jesus, according to the manner of the 
Jews. And, having wrapped up the body in 
clean linen, with the spices, Joseph laid it in his 
own new tomb, which wasVieyixi o>\V\ii>3aRxw:k> 



THE HOLY BIBLE. 151 

in his garden, near the place where Jesus had 
been crucified. Then, when they had rolled a 
large stone to the mouth of the sepulchre, they 
departed. And the women also, who had come 
with Jesus from Galilee, following the body, be- 
held where it was laid. But Mary Magdalene, 
and the other Mary, seated themselves opposite 
to the sepulchre. Then the chief priests en- 
treated Pilate to cause the sepulchre to be made 
sure until the third day, lest his disciples should 
come by night, and steal him away; and should 
persuade the people that he had risen from the 
dead, agreeably to his prediction. Pilate, there- 
fore, ordered the stone which closed the sepul- 
chre to be sealed, and a guard of Roman soldiers 
to be placed around it. Then the women went 
their way to prepare spices and ointments ; .and 
they rested the Sabbath-day, according to the 
commandment. But as soon as the Sabbath 
was passed, very early in the morning they 
returned towards the sepulchre, bringing with 
them the spices which they had prepared, and 
thinking how they should be able to roll away 
the stone from the mouth of the sepulchre, for 
they knew not that it was sealed and guarded. 
And, behold, there had been a great trembling 
of the earth, for an angel of the Lord had de- 
scended from heaven, and had rolled back the 
stone, and had seated himself upon it. His ap- 
pearance was like lightning, and his raiment 
white as snow; and, for fear of him, the guards 
had fallen to the ground, aivd iVve^. ^'^^ \si '^^ 
city to relate what they saw. Kw^ '^^^ ^^'^'^ 
dalene ran to tell the d\sc\^\^^ v^XvsaX >^^'^ ^"^^ 
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seen; and that the body of their Lord was 
gone from the tomb. In the mean time, the 
other women entered the sepulchre; and as 
they stood perplexed, two men in shining gar- 
ments, suddenly stood near them, and said unto 
them, as they were bowing their faces to the 
earth, << Fear not; we know that ye seek Jesus 
of Nazareth. Why look ye for the living among 
the dead ? He is not here ; he is risen, as he 
said. Behold the place where he was laid. 
Remember what he said to you in Galilee; ^The 
Son of Man shall be crucified, and the third day 
he shall rise again.' " Then they remembered 
those words of Jesus ; but, going out fi*om the 
sepulchre, they fled. Then went Peter and 
John also to the sepulchre, and saw that the 
body of Jesus was not there ; but the linen wr^- 
pers were lying by themselves. But Mary 
stood on the outside of the sepulchre, weeping. 
Then, stooping down, she looked into the sepul- 
chre, and saw the two angels in white garments, 
who said unto her, " Whom seekest thou ? why 
weepest thou?" She replied, " Because they 
have taken away tny Master, and I know not 
where to find him." Then, turning round, she 
saw Jesus standing ; but, through fear and 
grief, she knew him not, at first. Jesus said 
unto her, in his usual tone of voice, '^ Mary." 
And, knowing his voice, Mary turned herself 
round, and sai,d unto him, " My Master." Arid 
Jesus meeting the other women, who were going 
to tell the disciples, saluted them. And they 
bowed themselves at his feet. Then Jesus said, 
^Go to my brethren v teW Ofteca. \.q %<;i Into 



THE HOLY BIB^. 153 

Galilee, there shall they see me. Say unto 
them, that I ascend unto my Father and your 
Father, unto my God and your God." And they 
departed quickly fron^ the sepulchre, with fear 
and great joy, and ran to bring the disciples 
word. But the disciples believed them not ; 
for their words seemed unto them as idle 
tales. 

QUESTIONS. 

In what place and manner was our Saviour put to death ? 
Who were crucified at the same time with Christ ; and what 
prediction was thereby fulfilled? What compassionate 
prayer did Jesus offer up for his executioners ? Who were 
at the foot of the cross? To whose care did Jesus re- 
commend his mother? What supernatural events at- 
tended the crucifixion of our Lord ? What were the dying 
words of our blessed Master ? What effects did those ex- 
traordinary circumstances produce on the Centurion, and 
the soldiers, aiid upon the multitude who were present at 
the crucifixion ? By what means was it ascertained that 
Christ was indeed dead? Who begged the body of Jesus 
from Pilate ; and who embalmed it ? In what sepulchre 
was the body laid ; and what precautions did the Jewish 
rulers take to prevent its being stolen away by his dis- 
ciples? What wonderful circumstances attended the re- 
surrection of our Saviour? To whom did Jesus show 
himself first, after that he was raised from the dead ? Did 
the disciples believe the women who brought them the first 
intelligence of the resurrection of Christ ? 



\ 
«• 



of the disciples, wno were juuixx^j.^-j^ 
village called Emmaus, and having 
with them, and explained the predict 
cerning the sufterings of the Messiah, 
himself known to them, by breaking 
sing bread, as they sat at meat togeth 
disciples, returning to Jerusalem, f 
eleven apostles assembled, and rejoici; 
assurance that Peter and John had gi 
of the reality of their Lord's resurrecti 
coming in, they confirmed the joyful 
relating in what manner they had s< 
And in the evening of that day, beii 
day of the week, the doors of the re 
the disciples were assembled being shi 
fear of the Jews, Jesus stood in th 
them, and said unto tliem, '^ Peac 
you !" But they being terrified, sup 
they beheld a spirit, he said unto the 
are ye thus troubled ? Behold my 
— ft^^f that it is I mvself. Hand 
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his resurrection, eating and drinking with them ; 
giving directions, consolations, promises, and 
predictions. After the return of the apostles to 
Jerusalem, and when the time was come that he 
should finally quit this world, Jesus spake unto 
them, saying, " All power is given unto me in 
heaven and on earth. These are the words 
which I spake unto you, that all things written 
in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and 
in the psalms, concerning me, must be fulfilled." 
Then opened he the eyes of their understand- 
ing, that they might understand the Scriptures ; 
that thus it behoved the Christ to suffer, and to 
rise from the dead the third day ; and that 
repentance and remission of sins . should be 
preached in his name, among all nations, be- 
ginning at Jerusalem. ^' And ye," said Jesus, 
** shall be witnesses of all these things. Behold 
I will send the promise of my Father upon you. 
But tarry in Jerusalem until ye be endued with 
power from on high. Go ye into all the world, 
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit; teaching them to observe all things what- 
soever I have commanded you." And he led 
them out to Bethany, and he lifted up his hands 
and blessed them. And it came to pass that 
while he was blessing them, he was parted from 
them ; a cloud removing him out of their sight ; 
and he was received up to heaven, and sat on 
the right hand of God. And they worshipped 
him, and returned to Jerusalem v4\\Xy ^^^\ai^% 
and were continually in live l^xsv^^^ Y^'^^>2s^^"a5^^ 
blessing God, 
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Such and so wonderful was the life of Jesus 
of Nazareth, proved to be the beloved Son of 
God, the great and long-expected Messiah, by 
signs and miracles, and divine attestations. In 
his character shone forth all the glories of 
religious and moral excellence. Piety, rational, 
pure, and fervent. Patience, temperance, for- 
titude, humility, disinterestedness, compassion, 
condescension ; impartial universal benevolence ; 
these, with intermingled rays, formed in him a 
complete assemblage of all the qualities which 
can elevate, beautify, and bless >the human or 
angelic nature. That perfect example is held 
up for our imitation. It is intended to be our 
guiding star through the pilgrimage of life and 
the vale of death. If we follow its light, it will 
lead us, finally, to the region of immortal ex- 
istence and true felicity, whither Christ is 
gone to prepare mansions for all his faithful 
disciples and servants. 

QUESTIONS. 

Did Jesus frequently appear among his disciples, after 
his resurrection ? How did he discover himself to the two 
disciples with whom he journeyed from Jerusalem to 
Emmaus? What was his kind conduct towards the 
apostles and others, in the midst of whom he suddenly 
appeared, on the first day of the week ? What commission 
did Jesus give his disciples, and with what power did be 
endue them ? Where, and how, did he finally depart from 
this world ? 
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CHAP. XI. 



The doctrines which the Saviour taught, were 
of the highest importance and value ; the pre- 
cepts which he gave, were those of heavenly 
wisdom ; for he himself declared that the words 
which he spake, and the works which he per- 
formed, were not his own but those of the Fa- 
ther. All his sayings, therefore, were those of 
eternal truth. AH the sublime ideas given of 
the Eternal, under the patriarchal and the Mosaic 
dispensations, were confirmed and illustrated by 
Christ, with the additional and most delightful 
representation of God, under the paternal cha- 
racter, as the kind Father of all, without respect 
of persons. 

He preached repentance unto salvation, giving 
the full assurance that the righteous Moral 
Governor is ever ready and willing to receive 
his' penitent children, and to grant them free 
remission and forgiveness. 
. Jesus declared, that as God is a spirit, they 
who wish to worship him acceptably, must 
worship him in spirit and in truth ; that with- 
out sincerity of heart, the strictest observance 
of external forms, of rites, ceremonies^ and 
sacrifices will be o'f no avail in the sight of 
the heart-searching God. Thus he severely - 
rebuked the Pharisees, because that while they 
maintained apparent austerity of behaviour, 
made clean the outside of their various vessels^ 
made long prayers in the coixvets* o.^ ^^ ^sNx^^v^> 
gave alms publicly, to be seew o^ xsLfcW'j «sA '^''^^ 
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tythe of the smallest herbs of the garden, they 
were inwardly corrupt ; they were unjust, ex- 
tortioners. 

The Christ of God exhorted his hearers hot 
to set their affections on worldly pomp and 
glory, but on heavenly treasures, endeavouring 
to correct the false expectations that his country- 
men entertained concerning the temporal glory, 
and extensive earthly dominion of the Mesdah, 
and proclaiming that his kingdom was spiritual^ 
to be established over the hearts of men. 

He published the glad tidings of great joy, 
the promise from God, of everlasting life and 
happiness for all who duly seek for glory, ho- 
nor, and immortality by well-doing. Thus, he 
brought life and immortality to life; thus he 
was the resurrection and the life, and the author 
of everlasting salvation to all who obey him. 

The precepts which our Lord inculcated, em- 
brace all the duties of piety and morality ; and, 
with admirable wisdom, give directions for pro- 
perly regulating the conduct in every different 
circumstance and varying scene of human tife. 
These he enforced by the most powerful motives 
of present and future happiness, and illustrated 
by his own lovely example. 

When the woman of Samaria, being convinced 
that he was a prophet, by his telling her certain 
private circumstances of her life, took the op- 
portunity of enquiring whether the Jews or the 
Samaritans were right in their assertion with 
respect to which was the proper place for the 
worship of Jehovah ; Jerusalem, or Mount Ge- 
"yzim; Jesus said unto Vvet, "\Jo\s«si^h«Ueve 
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me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in 
this mountain, Gerizim, nor yet at Jerusalem, 
worship the Father, exclusively. But the hour 
Cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers 
shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth, 
indifferently in all places, for the Father seeketh 
such to worship him. God is a spirit, and they 
that worship him acceptably, must worship him 
in spirit and in truth.'' When the scribes and 
pharisees blamed him for sitting down to eat 
with tax-gatherers, and with sinners, as they 
arrogantly called all Gentiles, Jesus said unto 
them, " They who are whole, in sound health, 
need not. a physician, but they who are sick. 
Go ye, and learn what that meaneth. I will have 
mercy rather than sacrifice ; for I came not to 
call the righteous^ but sinners, to repentance." 
When Jesus came from the hill country to which . 
he had retired, and great multitudes crouded 
round him from Judea, and the sea coast of Tyre 
and Sidon, he ascended an eminence, and taught 
them, saying, ^^ Blessed, or happy, are the poor 
in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven ; 
they are fit subjects of my kingdom. Blessed 
are they who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the 
earth ; the esteem of the virtuous among their 
fellow-creatures. Blessed are they who hunger 
and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be 
filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they shall 
obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for 
they shall see God; shall hereafter be.lv^\jic 
brighter manifestations oi \u& ^t^^^xvcAi* ^^'^^'s^'s^^ 
are the peace-makers> for \\ve^ ^^ \i^ <a^^^ 

p ^ 
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children of God. Think not that I am come 
to destroy the law and the prophets ; I am not 
come to destroy, but to fulfil. Whosoever shall 
break one of the least commandments of the 
moral law, and shall teach men so, shall be 
esteemed as least in the kingdom of heaven ; 
but whosoever shall do, and teach them, the 
same shall be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven. But I say unto you, that except your 
righteousness exceed the righteousness, the 
mere external righteousness, of the Scribes and 
Pharisees, ye shall in no wise enter into the 
kingdom of heaven. Ye know that it was said 
to them of old time, thou shalt do no murder, 
and whosoever shall do murder, shall be liable 
to the judgment ; but I say unto you, that who- 
soever is angry with his brother without just 
cause, shall be liable to that punishment which 
the lower court of judicature can inflict. And 
whosoever shall say unto his brother, Raca, 
thou vile man, shall be liable to the council, to 
the severer sentence which the Sanhedrim, the 
supreme assembly of seventy- two, has the 
poWer of passing. But whosoever shall say to 
nis brother, thou fool, thou apostate from God 
and the law, shall be liable to Gehenna, the fire 
which bumeth in the valley of Jehosophat, to 
consume criminals, dead bodies, and other pol- 
luting substances. If, therefore, when thou 
bringest thy gift to the altar, thou rememberest 
that thy brother hath any cause of complaint 
against thee, or hath given thee any cause of 
complaint ag'ainst him, leave there thy gift before 
he altar, and go thy way, ivist \i^ i^o^oiwciled 
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to thy brother, and then come and offer thy 
gift. Ye have heard that it hath been said to 
them of old time, thou shalt not forswear thy- 
self, but shalt perform unto the Lord all thy 
vows. But I say unto you, swear not at all, 
but let your communication be yea, yea, and 
nay, nay; let your conversation be plain and 
simple; for whatsoever is more than these 
cometh of evil. Ye have heard that it hath been 
said, thou shalt love thy neighbour and hate 
thy enemy. But I say unto you, love your 
enemies ; bless them that curse you ; do good 
to them that hate you ; and pray for those who 
persecute you. That ye may be the children 
of your Father who is in heaven; for he 
maketh his sun to rise upon the evil and on the 
good ; and sendeth rain on the just, and on the 
unjust. As ye would that men should do unto 
you, do ye also to them in like manner. Love 
your enemies and do good; and lend; hoping, 
for nothing again; and your reward shall be 
great ; and ye shall be children of the Highest ; 
for He is kind unto the unthankful and the evil. 
Be ye, therefore, merciful, as your Father, also, 
is merciful." 



QUESTIONS. 

What doctrines did Christ teach concerning God; his 
attributes ; his reception of true penitents ? For what did 
Jesus condenm the Pharisees? By what motives did Jesus 
enforce the duty of repentance ? What exhortation did our 
Saviour give to his disciples concerning worldly pomp and 
glory? What was the most \m^OT\aa\\.«sA^<^\'^2'^«xiS.^'^^ 
trine which the Redeemer 'taug|ti\.'^ 'WmX. ewKcasavRst^ ^s^ 
Christ, in bis discourse to the veo<^\<& «EB^\a& ^fls^sss^^e*-* ^* 
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clare to be blessed, or happy? What precepts did Jesus 
give yv'ith regard to being angry with our fellow-crcatures ; 
with regard to conversation ; with regard to revenging in^ 
juries ; with regard to general conduct towards others? 



CHAP. XII. 



" Take heed that ye do not your alms before 
men, nor pray, nor fast, to be seen of them, 
and to have glory of them, for such as act so 
will have the reward they merit, the empty 

f>raise of man, or punishment hereafter. But 
et your alms and exercises of devotion be in 
secret, and your Father, who seeth in secret, 
shall reward you openly. Judge not severely, 
that ye be not judged. Condemn not, and ye 
shall not be condemned ; forgivje, and ye shall 
be forgiven. For with what judgment ye judge, 
ye shall be judged ; and with what measure ye 
mete, it shall be measured unto you again. 
Why beholdest thou the mote, or splinter, 
which is in thy brother's eye, when thou per- 
ccivest not the .beam which is in thy own eye? 
How canst jthou say to thy brother, let me take 
out the splinter from thine eye, , when there is a 
beam in thine own eye ? First cast out the beam 
from thine own eye, and then thou mayest see 
clearly to take the splinter from thy brother's eye. 
Not every one that calleth me. Lord, shall enter 
• into the kingdom of heaven, but he who doeth 
the win of my Father, that is in heaven. Seek 
"U the kingdom of God aui Yiv* x\^\\AQ>\>&\viii»e>^ 
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and all otiier things necesssary shall be added 
unto you. Take no anxious thought for worldly 
possessions, nor for the future part of your 
lives." 

Our blessed Redeemer having warned his 
disciples against making long prayers, like the 
Pharisees and the Gentiles, who thought that 
they would be heard for their much speaking 
and importunity, taught them thus to pray, in 
the most concise, yet comprehensive manner: 
" Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy name! Thy kingdom come; Thy will be 
done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day, or day by day, our daily bread. Forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive them that tres- 
pass against us. Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the king- 
dom, the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen !" 

O Thou, the Universal Father, who fillest 
heaven and earth with the glory of Thy majesty, 
may Thy name be reverenced. Thy dominion 
acknowledged, and Thy commands obeyed by 
all Thy moral creatures. May Thy kingdom of 
grace, truth, and righteousness, come and be 
established. May Thy will be cheerfully and 
faithfully performed by all Thy rational family 
on earth, as it is done by the most - exalted 
beings in other regions of Thy universe. We 
acknowledge our daily dependence on Thee for 
existence, and all our faculties, and we pray 
that Thou, who alone knowest what \^ T^^^ik^ 
good for U8, wilt grant t\\at) a«\\ xJcv^ Ti^Q,^^'s»s.^ 
supplies for the nourishoveiA. o^ o^'t X^^^^^- 



the evil of sin. For Thine is ttie Kingac 
versal nature ; the power which is unco 
and the glory of underived being, and 
perfection. Amen ! Be it so ! 

When the Jewish elders sought to 
because he had healed at the bath of 
on the Sabbath-day, a man who had bee 
thirty and eight years, he said unto th 
Son can do nothmg of himself, but wfa 
the Father do ; for what things soever 
these also doeth the Son in like mai 
the Father loveth the Son, and sh( 
all things which himself doeth ; and H 
him greater works than these ; so th 
wonder. For as the Father raiseth u] 
and giveth them life ; even so the • 
life to whom he will. He that b 
words, and believeth on Him that sei 
everlasting life. Verily, I say untc 
hour is coming, and now is, when 

- " • .1 _..: ir^i,^ Srt„ of Go 
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ground without your Heavenly Father, and even 
the hairs of your head are all numbered. Who- 
soever shall confess me before men, him will I 
also confess before my Father, who is in heaven. 
But whosoever shall deny me before men, him 
will I also deny before my Father who is in 
heaven." 

Then the Pharisees taking counsel how they 
might ensnare Jesus in his discourse, so as that 
they might find some accusation against him, 
sent their disciples, with the Herodians, unto him, 
saying, " Teacher, we know that thou art true, 
and teachest the way of God in truth, neither 
<:^arest for any man, for thou regardest not the 
person of man ; tell us, therefore, whether i\ be 
lawful to pay tribute unto Cesar or not; shall 
we give, or shall we not give ?" But he,, knowing 
their hypocrisy, said unto them, " Why tempt 
ye me ? Show me the tribute money, that I may 
see it." And they brought him a denarius. 
Then said he unto them, " Whose image and 
superscription hath it?" And they answered, 
Cesar's. He said unto them, therefore, " Ren- 
der unto Cesar the things that are Cesar's, and 
unto Grod the things that are God's." 

^ On a question put to him by the Sadducees 
concerning the resurrection, Jesus said, " Have 
ye not read in the book of Moses how God 
spake unto him, saying, I am the God of Abra- 
ham, of Isaac, and of Jacob. He is not the God 
of the dead, but of the living ; for all live unto 
him ; thotigh dead, they are all now living ia 
the sight of God." 
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And one of the Scribes, an expounder of the 
law, having heard Christ thus wisely answer the 
insidious question of the Sadducees, asked him, 
saying, " Which is the great or most important 
commandment of the law ?" And Jesus answer- 
ed, ** The first of all the commandments is, Je- 
hovah our God is one Lord ; and thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and soul, 
and mind, and strength. This is the first and 
great commandment ; and the second is like unto 
it, thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On 
these two commandments hang all the law and 
the prophets ; in these are comprehended all the 
precepts of the moral law.'* 

With respect to the Pharisees, Jesuti spake 
unto the multitude, saying, << The Scribes and 
Pharisees sit in the seat of Moses, that is, the 
Sanhedrim ; what, therefore, they bid you from 
the law to observe, that observe and do ; but do 
not ye according to their works ; for they say, 
and do not. But all their works they do, to be 
seen of men, and they love to be caJled Rabbi, 
masters. But be not ye called masters, for one 
is your master, even Christ. But let him that 
is greatest among you, be as a servant. Whoso- 
ever exalteth himself shall be abased; but he 
that humbleth himself shall be exalted. But, 
alas, for you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypo- 
crites, ye pay tithe of mint and anise, and cum- 
min, and omit the weightier matters of the law, 
justice, humanity, and integrity. These ought 
ye to have done, and not to have left the other 
undone," 
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QUESTIONS. 

What directions did the Redeemer give respecting pray^ 
ers and alms ? What cautions did Jesus give concerning 
judging of others ; and what did he declare to be necessary 
to the obtaining an entrance into the kingdom of heaven ? 
What form of prayer did our Lord afford lus disciples, and 
what is implied in it ? What did Christ say of the words 
which he spake, and of the works that he performed? What 
did Jesus say of the fear of God and of the providence of 
God? What prudent answer did Christ give to the ensnar- 
ing question concerning the lawfulness of paying tribute 
unto Cesar ? What answer did our Saviour make to the 
question of the Sadducees concerning the resurrection? 
What reply did our Lord give to the scribe who asked him 
which was the first and greatest of all the commandments ? 
What caution did the Saviour give to his "disciples concern- 
ing the Pharisees ? What address did Christ make to the 
Pharisees themselves ? 



CHAP. XIII. 



The Redeemer of mankind frequently de- 
livered his instructions of celestial wisdom in 
parables, or symbolical representations, often 
suggested by surrounding scenery, or actual 
circumstances. 

"When the Pharisees and Scribes murmured at 
Christ, because he sat down in company with 
those whom they proudly called smners, he 
spake these parables unto them : " What man 
among you having a hundred sheei^^ \C Vw'^ \s«». 
one of them, doth not leave \\ve TiVcvfcV^ ^sA^^iissfc 
in the desert, and go after Xh^X. yiVvvOsv '^ Nss^^ 
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until he find it ? And when he hath found it, he 
layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And when 
he Cometh home, he calleth together his friends 
and neighbours to rejoice with him^ upon his 
recovery of the sheep. I say unto you, that in 
like manner, joy will be in heaven over one sin- 
ner that repenteth, more than over ninety and 
nine just persons who need no repentance. ' 

<* A certain man had two sons, the younger 
of whom said to his father, < Father, give me 
the portion of goods that falleth to my share.' 
And the father gave each son his portion. 
And not many days after, the younger son 
gathered all together, and went into a distant 
country, and there wasted his substance with 
riotous living. And when he had spent all, there 
arose a severe famine in the land, and he began 
to be in want. And he entered into the service 
of an inhabitant of that region, who sent him 
into his fields to guard the swine. And so 
pressed with hunger was he, that he could almost 
have eaten the husks, or wild chesnuts, which 
the swine did eat : yet no man contributed to his 
wants. Then he came to himself, and said, 
* How many of my father's hired servants have 
bread enough and to spare, while I am perishing 
with hunger. I will arise and go to my father, 
and will confess that I have sinned against 
heaven and him ; and will entreat him to receive 
me as one of his hired servants.' Then he arose 
and went to his father. But when he wa« yet 
a great way off, his father saw him, and bad 
compassion on him, and ran, and fell on his neck, 
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and kissed him. And the son penitently con- 
fessed his fault, and that he was undeserving of 
being called his son. But the father said to his 
servants, * Bring forth the best robe, and put it 
on him, and put a ring on his finger, and sandals 
on his feet. Bi'ing hither the fatted calf, and kill 
it, and let us eat and be merry, for this my son 
was dead, and is alive again ; he was lost, and 
is found.* " 

Reproving the proud and arrogant spirit of 
the Pharisees, who boasted of themselves that 
they were righteous^ and despised others, Jesus 
spake this parable : 

" Two men went up to the temple to pray, 
the one a Pharisee, the other a publican.. The 
Pharisee stood and prayed thus : * God, I thank 
Thee that I am not as other men, extortioners, 
imjust, or even as this publican. I fast twice in 
the week ; I pay tithes of all that I possess.* 
But the publican standing afar ofiT, would not 
presume to lift his eyes towards heaven, but 
smote upon his breast, saying, < Lord, be mer- 
ciful unto me a sinner.' I s^y unto you, that 
the publican went home justified rather than the 
.Pharisee; for. every one that exalteth himself 
shall be abased, and he that humbleth himself 
shall be exalted." 

A great multitude being gathered around 
him near the lake of Tiberius, he went into a 
ship, and thence he spake many things to them 
in parables^ saying> '' Behold a sower went out 
to sow. And as he was sowing, some seed fell 
. by the way side, and it wa& tco^^<&\v ^a^^^ "«k^ 
. the birds of the air d«voureA '\t% K\A ^wfi^a ^'^^^ 
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feed upon rocky ground, where there being no 
depth of earth, it quickly sprung up. But when 
the sun was risen it was scorched, because it 
had no root, and withered away. And some fell 
among thorns, and the thorns sprung up with it, 
and choked it, so that it 3delded no fruit. And 
other seed fell on good ground, and grew up, 
and yielded fruit, some thirty, some sixty, and 
some a hundred fold. Now the parable is this. 
The seed is the word of God. They by the way 
side are such as hear the word, but consider it 
not. Then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth 
that which was sown in their hearts. They if ho 
receive the seed into stony places, are such as 
hear the word with joy, but yet have no root in 
themselves, but when persecution ariseth be- 
cause of the word, immediately they fall off. 
Tliey who receive the seed among thorns, are 
the persons who hear the word, but the cares of 
this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and 
the pleasures of this life choke the word, so that 
it remaineth unfruitful. But they who receive 
the seed into good ground, are such as hear 
the word, and consider it with good and honest 
hearts. Thus they bear fruit in various de- 
grees.** 

To illustrate the necessity of industry and 
constant watchfulness in the Christian life, Jesus 
spake these parables : 

" Then will the kingdom of heaven (the Gospel 
dispensation, or those living under the Gospel 
dispensation) be like to ten virgins, who, agree- 
ably to ancient custom, took their lamps, and 
ent forth to meet t\\e\Tftv^Yv^,>L\v^bndegroom, 
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bringing home his bride at night. But ^\e of 
them were wise, and five were foolish. They 
who were foolish took with them no supply of 
oil for their lamps, but the wise carried oil 
with them in their vessels. And while the 
bridegroom delayed, they all slumbered and 
slept. Then, at midnight, a cry was made, 
Behold the bridegroom cometh, go ye out to 
meet him. These virgins therefore arose and 
trimmed their lamps. Then said the incon- 
siderate virgins imto the prudent, 'Give us of your 
oil, for our lamps are gone out.' But the wise 
virgins an8wered,j<Not80,le8t there be not enough 
for us and you ; go ye rather and buy oil for 
yourselves.' And while they went to buy, the 
bridegroom came ; and they who were ready, 
went m with him to the marriage feast, and the 
door was shut. Afterwards came the other 
virgins, saying, ' Lord, Lord, open to us.' But 
the bridegroom answering, said, ' I know ye 
not.' Watch therefore, for ye know neither the 
day not the hour when the son of man cometh." 
** The kingdom of heaven, or the state of men 
under the Gospel dispensation, is as a man travel- 
ling into a far country, who called his servants, 
and delivered to them his goods. To one he en- 
trusted five talents, to another two, and to an- 
other one, to each according to his ability ; and 
set off upon his journey. Then he who had re- 
ceived five talents went and traded with them, 
and made other five talents. In like manner, also, 
he who had two talents, gained other two. But 
he who had received oneta\etit^vie^X«».^\5kNajKVR^ 
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it in the earth. After a long time, the master 
of these servants returned, and reckoned with 
them. Then he who had received the five 
talents, presented to his lord the ^ve talents he 
had gained. And he who had gained two talents 
brought them alsd. Then their master said unto 
them, * Well done, good and faithful servants, 
enter ye into the joy of your Lord.' Then he 
who had received the one talent drew near, and 
said, * I knew thee to be an austere man, ex- 
pecting to gather where thou hast not scattered, 
and to reap where thou hast not sown ; being 
therefore afraid, I deposited thy talent in the 
earth; lo, there thou hast that which is thine.'- 
His master replied unto him, < Thou wicked and 
slothful servant, didst thou indeed know that I 
am a hard master, expecting to receive where I 
had not imparted : out of thy own mouth do 
I condemn thee ; for thou oughtest, therefore, 
to have put my money to the exchangers, that 
I might have received my own, with interest. 
Take the talent, therefore, from him and give it 
unto that servant who, of five talents, hath made 
ten. For unto every one who hath, who im- 
proveth what he hath, shall be given, and he 
shall have abundance ; but from him who im- 
proveth not what he hath, shall be taken away 
even that little. And thrust ye the unprofitable 
servant into the darkness which is without: 
there let; him remain weeping and wailing." 

In order to teach his disciples the value of 
benevolence, and actions of charity, the gracious 
Redeemer delivered this beautiful and impres- 
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sive representation of that account, which each 
moral agent will be summoned, by death, to 
render to the Supreme Judge : 

'< When the Son of man shall come in his 
glory, with all the holy angels with him, then 
will be gathered before him all nations ; and he 
will separate them as a shepherd divideth the 
sheep from the goats, placing the sheep on the 
right hand, and the goats on the lefl. Then 
will the King say unto those on the right hand. 
Come ye, blessed of my Father, inherit the king- 
dom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world ; for I was hungry, and ye gave me 
food ; I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink ; 
I was a stranger, and ye received me ; naked, 
and ye clothed me ; sick, and in prison, and ye 
came unto me.' Then will the righteous an- 
swer, * Lord, when saw we thee in such distress- 
ful circumstances, and administered unto thy 
wants.' And the king will say, ' Inasmuch as ye 
have done it unto one of the least of these, my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me.' Then will 
he say unto those on the left hand, * Depart 
from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels ; tor when I 
was in distress ye did not help me* Then will 
they reply, * Lord, when saw we thee hungry 
or thirsty, naked or in prison, or a stranger and 
friendless, and did not minister unto thy wants ?' 
Then will he answer them, * Verily I say unto * 
you, inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the 
least of these my brethren, ye did it not tA vci<^« 
And these shall go away into ev«\^&X-vcv%Y^«s>^- 
ment, but the righteous intoWfe eXctx^^r^ 

Q 3 



Behold, a teacher of the law rose 
him, and said, ** Master, what shal 
inherit everlasting life." Jesus said 
** What is written in the law ; what re 
therein ?" He answered, " Thou sha 
Lord thy God, with all thy heart and 
soul, and strength, and thy neighboi 
self." Jesus said unto him, " Tho 
swered rightly; do this, and thou shalt 
he desiring to justify himself by hai 
pear how well he had observed the 
unto Jesus, " And who is my nc 
Then Jesus replied, 

** A certain man of Jerusalem, tn 
the lonely and dangerous road towarc 
fell among robbers, who stripped anc 
and left him half dead. Now, a pries' 
to be journeying aloi^ the same road, 
he saw him he passed by on the 
And, in like manner, also, a Levit 
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return, I will repay thee. * Which now of 
these three thinkest thou was neighbour to 
him who thus had fallen among robbers ?' And 
the Scribe said, ^ He who showed pity on him.' 
Tlien said Jesus unto him^ ' Go thou and. do 
likewise.' " 

QUESTIONS. 

What parables did Christ deliver to reprove the censorious 
spirit of the Pharisees, and to represent God*s mercy to 
penitent sinners ? By what parable did Jesus rebuke the 
spiritual pride of the Pharisees ? What is the parable of 
the sower ? By what parables did our Saviour illustrate 
the necessity oi industry and constant watchfulness in the 
Christian UFe? By what parable did the Redeemer 
teach the value of benevolence and acts of charity ? By 
what parable did Jesiis teach that benevolence should be 
universal imd impartial ? 



CHAP. XIV. 



With the final removal of our blessed Lord 
from this world terminated the tenth period of 
sacred history; and the eleventh commences 
. with the history of the events which befell the 
apostles, and primitive disciples, and of the 
first planting and rapid growth of the Gospel of 
grace. 

The book of the Acts of the Apostles is^ 
upon very good grounds, a\Xr^>\\.^^ Vxi "^^^ 
Evangelist Luke, and is sup^os^^ X.o Vw*^ >tt^^sxv 



during thirty years subsequent to his 
This book exhibits a striking coni 
the divine origin of our holy religi 
comparing the conduct ana chars 
apostles, as appearing in the Gospc 
wonderful effects produced b^ their 
ality after the departure of their heave 
the inference is firmly established 
were supported by supernatural ai( 
the cause in which uiey were c 
indeed the cause of God and truth. 
The eleven apostles, after having 
Lord and Master disappear in t 
heaven, returned to Jerusalem to 
agreeably to the command of Jesuf 
of the Holy Spirit; and they, togethf 
the mother of Jesus, with his r 
those pious women who had mu 
him ; and the disciples, who were ii 
hundred -and twenty, continued ir 
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they were al], with one mind, in the same places 
When suddenly there came a noise from heaven^ 
like the rushing of a mighty wind, which shook 
the room and house in wnich they were as- 
sembled. And they saw flames of fire in form 
like cloven tongues, * hovering around, and 
alighting on the head of each of them. Then 
were they all filled with the Holy Spirit, and 
be^an to speak with other languages, as that 
Spirit gave them utterance. And the multitude 
of strangers assembled at Jerusalem to the fes- 
tival, when they came together upon the report 
of this wonder, were astonished to hear un- 
learned men speak to them in their variou^ lan- 
guages. Then Peter addressed an eloquent and. 
impressive discourse to the people; so that about 
three thousand persons were that day added 
to the church. 

Many signs and miracles were done by the 
apostles, and all who believed were together, 
and had all things common, so that no one was 
in need. They met daily in the temple, with 
one accord, and at home, breaking bread, they 

Eartook of food with gladness and simplicity of 
eart, praising God, and having favour with all 
the people; and the Lord added daily to. the 
church. 

Now, Peter and John went together, up to. 
the temple, at the hour of prayer, me ninth hour, 
or three in the afternoon ; when a certain man, 
lame from his birth, was carried along at the 
same time ; who was placed, daily, at that gate 
of the temple which was caW^i ^"^ ^^'«5;ii>&^^ 
from the rich Corinthian bxaa^ oi ^\v\^>X"«'«»5b 
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made, and from the beauty of its workmanship, 
in order to ask alms. This man, seeing Peter 
and John about to enter the temple, asked akns 
of them. Then, as they fixed their eyes upon 
him, Peter said, ** Look on us." Ana he gave 
heed to them, expecting to receive something 
from their hand. But Peter said, ^^ Silver and 
gold I have none ; but what I have, I give unto 
thee. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
I say unto thee, Arise, and walk." Then taking 
the man by the right hand, he lifted him up ; 
and immediately his feet and ancle bones were 
strengthened ; and he stood, and walked about, 
and went with them into tibe temple, walking 
and rimning, and praising God. And the peo- 
ple saw him, walking and leaping, and recol- 
lected that it was he who used to sit for ahns at 
the Beautiful gate of the temple. And the mul- 
titude crow4ed together in Solomon's portico, 
for the matt held Peter and John; and all were 
astonished. And Peter declared unto the mul- 
titude, that not by the power of him y^ lf and 
John this man was healed, but bv the name of 
Jesus, who had been rejected by them, and 
crucified; who had been raised, by God, from 
the dead; of which fact they were witnesses. 
** Repent ye, therefore," contmued the Apostle, 
*^ and be converted, that your sins may be blot- 
ted out; and that times of refreshing may come 
unto you, from the presence of the Lord. Now, 
Moses said unto our fathers, * A prophet* will 
the Lord your God raise up from among your 
brethren,^ as he raised me; him shall ye obey in 
a// things, that he shall &^ak ^lo ^Qi>\,' And 

\4s 
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every one who will not listen unto this prophet^ 
shall be utterly destroyed from among the peo- 
ple. Yea, and most of the prophets; Samuel, 
and the rest that have spoken unto you, have 
also foretold these days. Ye are the sons of 
these prophets, and of that covenant which 
God made with our fathers, saying unto Abra- 
ham, < In thy race shall all the families of the 
earth be blessed;' God having appointed his 
servant Jesus for you, first sent him for a bles-« 
sing to you, by turning away every one of you 
from his iniquities.'' Now, while Peter and 
John were speaking to the people, the priests, 
and the captain of the temple, came upon them, 
being vexed at their declaring the resurrection 
of the dead in Jesus, or as a doctrine which 
Jesus taught. And they laid hands on the 
Apostles, and put them in prison until the next 
day, for it was then evening. But many who 
had heard their doctrine believed, to the num- 
ber of five thousand. In the morning, Peter 
and John, being placed in the midst of the as- 
sembly of priests, elders, and Scribes, it was de- 
manded of them, by what power, and in what 
name they did this. Then, filled with a holy 
spirit of inspiration and fortitude, the Apostles 
declared that in the name of Jesus of Nazareth, 
whom they had crucified, but whom God had 
raised firoip the dead, this wonderful cure was 
wrought. Thq rulers, and priests, having no 
ground of accusation against them, only severely 
threatened them, charging them not to speak at 
all, nor teach in the name o^ ^^^^w^* '^x^N.^^e^^t 
and John replied, « YrtieVtet V\. \^^ \\^*\».'Ni5ves 



180 AN EPITOME or 

Sight of God to hearken unto you, rather than 
unto God, judge ye; for we cannot but declare 
what we have seen and heard." 

And the apostles continued to deliver, with 
great power of words and miracles, their testi- 
mony of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus*; 
and there was great favour towards them all; so 
that the number of disciples increased daily* 
And many among them, who were rich, sold 
their possessions, and intrusted thevalue thereof 
to the Apostles, to form one common stock, 
from which distribution was made to all who 
had need. But a man, named Ananias, with his 
wife, Sapphira, wishing to share in the general 
fund, and yet to retain a portion of their pri- 
vate property to themsdves, sold an estate, 
und, keeping back part of the value, brought the 
rest to the apostles, as if it had been the whole. 
But their falsehood could not be conceaied from 
the penetrating spirit of the Apostles ;' at whose 
awful reproof, Ananias and Sapphira succes- 
sively fell dead. A solemn, and dreadful warn- 
ing against deceit and lying! And, by the 
hands of the apostles, were many wonders and 
miracles done among the people, so, that in 
every street they brought K>rth their sick, and 
laid them on couches and beds, that even the 
shadow of Peter passing by, might fall upon 
some of thein. Multitudes, likewite, from the 
neighbouring towns and villages came to Jerusa- 
lem, bringing those who were oppressed by dis- 
eases; and \hvY were all cured. Then, the high 
priest and niiers, filled with indignation, shut 
Up the apostles, Peter and 3obtv, ^.^ainin prison. 
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But an angel of the Lord,- in the night, opened 
the prison doors, and bringing them out, com- 
manded them to go into the temple, and preach 
the words of eternal life to the people. And 
they rejoiced that they were thought worthy to 
be shamefully treated for the name of Jesus. 
And daily, in the temple, and at home, they 
ceased not to teach and to preach the glad tid- 
ings, that Jesus was the Christ. Thus, the word 
of God increased; and the number of disciples 
multiplied in Jerusalem ; and many of the priests 
became obedient unto the faith. But one of 
the discijples, named Stephen, who, also, was a 
deacon, for the distribution of the common fund, 
was zealous in preaching Jesus as the Messiah ; 
and so severely rebuked the obstinacy and 
wickedness of the Jewish rulers, that they stoned 
him to death. And he died, the first martyr for 
the name of Christ, praying, like the Saviour, 
for his murderers, "Lord, lay not this sin to their 
charge." Then were the disciples grievously 
.persecuted in Jerusalem; and they were scat- 
tered abroad through Judea and Samaria, ex- 
cepting only the apostles. 

Now Philip, anoUier of the deacons, preached 
Christ to the Samaritans; and multitudes be- 
lieved when they heard the words, and beheld 
the miracles of Philip. And, as he was travel- 
ling through the desert road, leading from Jeru- 
salem to Gaza, under the impulse of the Spirits 
he met an officer of Candace, queen of Ethiopilay 
journeying from Jerusalem, whvtKet WVsaL^NijsfcVw^ 
to worship, being a prose\>fle lo \^^^'^v^^^\^^^»^ ^ 
Then, when Philip expAavueOi vo \\vav \>cv«^>^^^ 



But Saul of Tarsus, a zealous s 
the Mosaic law, persecuted the disi 
ously, and was consenting to the di 
phen, holding the clothes of those 
him. But as Saul, aflerwards calle 
journeying to Damascus, furnished 
to punish the disciples of Jesus at 
and to bring them bound to Jerusa 
from heaven suddenly flashed aroi 
that he fell to the ground, blinded 
cessive brightness. Then a voice 
said unto him, ** Saul, Saul, why pen 
me. I am Jesus, whom thou art 
Arise, go into the city, and it shall 
what thou shalt do.'' Three days S 
blind, when a disciple, named J 
sent to restore to him his sigh' 
preached boldly in the Synagogue 
IS the Son of God, the MessiaJi; so 
greatly amazed. Then he went 

t .1 "UKoiio/l thp word of tri 
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while Peter was at Lydda, near Joppa, she fell 
sick, and died. And the disciples sent for 
Peter, who, coming, went into the chamber, 
where lay the body, surrounded by the poor,, 
weeping, and showing the garments which Ta»~ 
bitha had made for th^n. But Peter, putting 
them all forth, kneeling down, prayed, and then 
said, ^< Tabitha, arise." And, opening her eyes, 
she arose ; and Peter, calling |n the widows and > 
poor, presented her to them alive. Then, the 
report of this being spread abroad, many be<^ 
lieved. 

And Peter, being admonished in a visronj^ 
that the Gospel of Christ should be published 
among all nations, visited Cornelius, a devout 
Roman centurion, who had been divinely di- 
rected to send for him ; and before him, and a 
company whom he had assembled, he declared 
the glad, tidings of salvation ; and they believed^ 
and received the gifts of the Spirit ; and were 
baptized. Then Herod Agrippa, grandson of 
Herod the Great, persecuted the church of 
Christ; and he killed James, the brother of John, 
with the sword; and threw Peter into prison, 
intending to bring him forth to the people the 
next day; but an angel of the Lord released 
Peter, opening the iron gate of the prison. But 
Herod, having put to death the keepers of the 
prison, went to Cesarea, and there gave audience 
to certain Tyrians and Sidonians, who came to 
make reconciliation with him. But he proudly 
seated himself upon a throne, clothed vol irofe^A* 
of silver tissue ; and opposite Vo ^^ Tvi\sv%«^N 
that, by its reflected beamB, Vv^ tcl\^v ^^^^^^^ '^ 
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a blaze of glory. Thus, he showed himself,^ and 
having made an oration to the people, they 
shouted aloud, ''It is the voice of a god^ and 
not of a man." And, immediately, an angel of 
the Lord smote Herod, because he gave not 
glory unto God ; and he was eaten by worms, 
and expired. 

But Paul, accompanied by Barnabas, a dis- 
ciple, illustrious for zeal and eloquence, went 
through many countries, preaching tlie Gospel of 
the kingdom of heaven ; and working miracles. 
And when they were at Iconium, Paul restored 
strength of limbs to a man who had been lame 
from his birth. And when the inhabitants of 
that city would have sacrificed unto them as 
unto gods, Paul and Barnabas, rending their 
garments, rushed into the midst of the multitude, 
crying, " What are ye doing? We are men 
like yourselves, who declare unto you glad 
tidings; t}iat ye may turn from these vanities to 
the living God, who made heaven and earth, and 
sea, and all that are therein ; who hath never left 
himself without testimony, doing good, by giv- 
ing roin from heaven, and fruitful seasons ; and 
filling the heart with food and gladness." But 
certain Jews coming thither^ frc»n Antioch, 
stirred up the people, so that they stoned Paul, 
and lefl him for dead. But, while the disciples 
were standing around him, he arose, and, on the 
next day, he departed with Barnabas to Derbe. 
After having been at Jerusalem, deputed by the 
brethren, to. consult the apostles concerning the 
. question, whether it was necessary for those 
I OcntUcif who turned uuIq CWvsX, 1q <\bHerve 
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the law of Moses, he determined to revisit the 
churches, which, by his preaching and miracles, 
had been formed. Accompanied, therefore, by 
Silas, or Sylvanus, or, as some suppose, Luke 
himself, he journeyed in Syria and Cilicia> con^ 
firming those who had believed. 



QUESTIONS- 

VHiat event eerrainates the tenth period of sacred history^ 
and with what does the eleventh begin ? To whom is the 
book of Acts attributed? of which of-^ the gospels is it 
apparently a continuation ? and what confirmation does that 
book contain of the divine origin of our religion ? Where* 
did the apostles remain after the ascension of our I^ord, and 
whom did they dioose to fill the place of Judas? What im- 
portant event took place on the day^ of Pentecost? What 
miracle did Peter and John work at the entrance of the 
temple, and what were the results of that miracle ? What^ 
were the conduct and general course of life of the primitive 
disciples? What was the fate of Ananias and Sc»pphira? 
Who was the first raavlyr to the cause of Christ, .^nd what 
was his dying prayer ? What effect favourable (a tlie diffu- 
sion of the Gospel did the first persecution occadon? Whom 
did Philip bring to belief in Christ, as he was travelling the 
road from Jerusalem to Gaza? W1h> was Saul? what was 
his conduct towards the disciples, and how was he convert- 
ed? What were the consecpiences of the conversion of 
Saul ? Whom did Peter restore to life ? Which of the 
apostles preached first to the Gentiles ? What king raised 
a persecution against the infant church of Christ? Whom 
did Herod put to death, and whom did he imprison ? What 
was the de$ith of Herod? What happened to Paul and 
Barnabas at Iconium ? Who accompanied Paul in his tra.^ 
vels' to confirm tlie newly formed churches? 
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GHAP. xy. 



Paul journeyed onwards to Macedonia, being 
impelled to go thither by a vision. At the city 
of Philippi, in that country, Paul and Silas were 
scourged and imprisoned. And at midnight, 
they were praying, and singing praises to God, 
and the prisoners were listening to them ; when 
suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that 
the foundations of the prison were shaken, and 
the doors instantly opened, and the chains of all 
the prisoners fell off. Then the jailor awaking 
from sleep, drew his sword to kill nimself ; think- 
ing that all the prisoners had escaped. But Paul 
cried aloud, " Do thyself no harm, for we are 
all here." Then the jailor, calling for a light, 
rushed in, and fell prostrate before Paul and 
Silas, and led them forth, saying, " What must 
I do to be saved?" And they replied, "Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus, and thou and thy family 
shall be saved !" Then they spake the word of 
truth unto him, and to all who were in his 
family. And they were immediately baptized. 
On the next day, the magistrates, alarmed to 
hear that Paul and Silas were Roman citi2;en8, 
and knowing that they had no right to scourge 
them, sent to release them from prison ; and 
upon their refusal to depart privately, after 
having been illegally punished, they came in 
person, and entreated them to quit that city. 
At length Paul came to Athens, and when he 
saw t he multitude of idols in that city, his spirit 
itly stirred up w\lV\\iv \\vrcv. KxA ^^t 
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having disputed, for many succeeding days, 
with the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers, he 
was brought before the Areopagus, and in that 
venerable assembly, Paul thus declared the doc- 
trines which he taught : 

" Ye men of Athens, 1 perceive that ye are 
too much addicted to superstitious worship, for 
as I was walking around your city, and observ- 
ing the deities you reverence, I observed an altar 
with this inscription, ' To the unknown God.' 
Whom, therefore, ye reverence without knowing 
Mim, the same do I now make known unto you. 
That God, the Creator of the world and all 
things therein, being the Lord of heaven and 
earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands, 
nor doth He need the service of men, since He 
giveth life and breath to all. He made of one 
blood all nations of men on the face of the 
earth, having fixed from the first the bounds of 
their habitation, their various places of abode, 
that they might* seek for God ; for indeed He is 
not far from any one of us, seeing that in Him 
we live, and move, and have our being. To this 
purpose, also, some of your own poets have 
spoken, saying, * For we are indeed His offspring.' 
Since then we are God s offspring, we ought not 
'to think this Divine Being like unto any image 
of gold, silver, or stone. God, condemning such 
ignorance in these times, now chargeth all men 
every where to repent ; because He hath fixed a 
day, in which He will judge the woHd.in righ- 
teousness, by that man who\». \\si\v"aJ^ ^:^>^w!cs-.- 
cd; of whose appointmiiiYt Y^e\vaXN\ ^n^xv^^*^ 
to all, by raising Vilm faom V\\^ ^'^^^ ^"^ 
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when tliey heard of a resurrection from the 
dead, some scoffed at him, and others said, 
" We will hear thee again of this matter." 

Afler having experienced great persecution 
and opposition, especially at Ephesus, where the 
workmen, ^^ho lived by making silver models of 
the temple of Diana in their city, raised a vio- 
lent tumult, Paul returned to Jerusalem. But 
the Jews were vehemently enraged against him, 
by false reports that he taught Jewish as well as 
ii-entile converts to neglect the law of Moses. 
Under the pretext that Paul had introduced 
certain Gentiles into the temple, they raised a 
tumult, and endeavoured to kill him. He was 
rescued from their rage by the Captain of the 
Roman guard, and conveyed as a prisoner into 
the fort called Autonia, where a body of soldiers 
was kept to preserve peace dorii^ the great 
festivals. From the steps leading up to the 
castle, the Apostle addressed the people witli 
noble fortitude, giving an account of himself, 
and of his conversion to the faith of Christ, and 
declaring that since the eyes of the children 
of Israel were blinded, he was commanded to 
turn unto the Gentiles. When they heard this, 
they lifted up their voices, shouting, and ex*^ 
claiming, << Away with this fellow from the 
earth, for it is not fit that he should live." Then« 
the Captain brought him into the castle, and 
was about to examine him by scourging; but 
when the Captain found that Paul was a Roman- 
citizen, he brought him before the council of 
Jewish eiders and priests. TUewwlven. Paul cried 
out in the midst of them, <* 1 •am«t^V^«xv6>^'2;^^»&. 
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concerning the hope of a resurrection of the 
dead, am I now judged," a dissension arose be- 
tween the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and 
the Captain, fearing that he would be torn in 
pieces by them, commanded the soldiers to take 
him away by force ; and he sent him away under 
a guard, to Felix, the chief governor, at Cesarea. 
Before whom, when Paul was arraigned, and 
accused by Ananias the high priest, and the 
elders, by means of Tertullus, an orator whom 
they had brought with them for that purpose, 
after having made a just defence of himself, and 
a noble avowal of his faith, he appealed unto 
Cesar ; and by right of Roman citizenship, de- 
manded to be sent to Rome^ for final judgment. 
Felix, with his wife, Drusilla, a Jewess, heard 
I'aul, at a private conference, speak concerning 
the faith in Christ. And so impressively did the 
Apostle discourse of righteousness, temperance, 
and judgment to come, that Felix trembled, and 
said, << Depart for the present, and when 1 find 
an opportunity, I will send for thee." He hoped 
that money would be given unto him for the li- 
berty of Paul, and, therefore, oflen conversed 
with him. But after two years, Felix was suc- 
ceeded by Porcius Festus ; and wishing to gra- 
tify the Jews, he left Paul bound. And Paul 
spake before Festus, and Agrippa, son of Herod 
Agrippa, with boldness, declaring the truth of 
Jesus ; so that Agrippa cried, saying, " Almost 
thou persuadest me to be a Christian." And 
Paiil replied, " Would to God, tK«X \nsj^. ««ie^ 
thou, but all likewise w\\o \v^«cc \«v^ n>^^^ ^^^ 
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were not only#lmo8t, but altogether, such as I 
am, excepting these bonds." 

Now when it was determined that Paul should 
sail for Italy, he> together with some other prison- 
ers, and accompanied by the writer of the history 
of the Acts of the Apostles^ was committed to the 
care of Julius, a centurion of a cohort of the Au- 
gustan legion. They were embarked in a ship 
of Adramyttium, as it was intended that they 
should coast by Asia. During the voyage, being 
overtaken by a dreadful storm, so that for many 
days they saw neither sun nor star, they were at 
last wrecked upon an island of the Adriatic sea, 
named Melita, lying between Corcjrra and Uly- 
ria ; but agreeably to the prediction of Paul, all 
their lives were saved. And the inhabitants 
thowed them kindness, and kindled a fire, be- 
cause of the rain and the cold. And when Paul 
had gathered a bundle of sticks, and laid it on 
the fire, a viper, driven by the heat, sprung out, 
and fastened upon his hand. But he shook the 
viper off into the fire, and felt no harm, while those 
around him were expecting that he would fall 
down dead. But when they saw that he remained 
unchanged, they said that he was a deity. And 
m that island Paul healed many sick persons. 
Paul continued two years at Rome, in his own 
hired house, a prisoner at large. There he 
gladly received all who came to him ; preaching 
the kingdom of God, and teaching those things 
which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with sol 
Iceedom of speech,, and without hindrance. ' 



> 
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QUESTIONS. 



What deliverance did Paul and Silas experience at Phi- 
lippi? What' happened to Paul at Athens? What event 
befel Paul at Ephesus ? Why were the Jews particularly 
enraged against Paul ? What danger threatened Paul in 
the court of the temple ? How was Paul rescued from tlie 
fury of the people ? To whom did the Captain send Paul 
for judgment? How did Felix treat Paul, after having 
heard him discourse ? Before whom did Paul speak of the 
resurrection of the dead, and of faith in Christ ? What hap- 
pened during Paul's voyage to Rome ? What befel him at 
Rome? 



CHAP. XVI. 



The sacred historian, Luke, informs us, that 
the Apostle Paul was treated at Rome with great 
lenitv. He was permitted to dwell in his own 
hired house, as a prisoner of honour, under the 
guard of a soldier, and suffered to receive the 
visits of his friends, and others whom curiosity 
or a wish for instruction might induce to 
come to him. In this state he continued two 
years, when his liberty being granted him, he 
quitted Rome, and, as is most probable, retired 
to Spain. Not long afler, he returned to that 
city, which, as beine the capital of the known 
world, the great place of assemblage for the 
nations, appeared to be the most eligible situ- 
ation, both for diffusing lYvfe Qi<a«w^^ «fi^^ *^^s^ 
receiving information o£ tVv^ co\^\>awv ^ '^'^ 
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Christian churches in various regions. At 
length, in the reign of Nero, an oppressive and 
cruel tyrant, a conflagration took place at Rome, 
which lasted six days and seven nights. This 
being charged to the account of the emperor, as 
having been caused by him for the demolition 
of the antient edifices which offended his sight, 
to throw off the blame from himself, he imputed 
it to the Christians, and commenced a severe 
persecution against them, in which some were 
covered with the skins of beasts, and hunted 
by dogs ; some were crucified ; others, being 
wrapt in garments besmeared with pitch and 
other combustibles, were affixed to posts in the 
public roads, and set on fire to give light to 
passengers. In this persecution, the Apostle 
Paul was involved, and obtained' the crown of 
martyrdom. 

James, whose epistle is now received as one of 
the books of our Holy Scriptures, was the brother, 
or a near relation of our Saviour. He appears to 
have been chosen by the other apostles and dis- 
ciples to the superintendance of the church at 
Jerusalem. Thus, Clemens, one of the fathers of 
the Christian church, says, " After our Lord's 
ascension, Peter, James and John, though they 
had been particularly distinguished by the Re- 
deemer, did not contend for authority, but 
elected James the just, to be bishop of Jeru- 
salem. He suffered death in the cause of Jesus, 
at Jerusalem. The epistle of James, addressed 
to his countrymen in general, scattered through- 
oat various parts of the world, abounds in ex- 
ceJlent precepts of moraVity ,txv\^ ?»Vtq^^^ ^-s^erts^ 
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that mere professions of faith, without produc- 
ing corresponding good works, are of no real 
value. 

The Apostle Peter was among the first who 
believed in Christ, and followed him ; exhibit- 
ing repeated proofs of a bold and sanguirie 
temper. He was generally foremost among the 
disciples to reply to the questions of our Lord, 
to make enquiries, and to speak his senti- 
ments. When Jesus appeared to the disciples, 
walking upon the water, though darkness pre- 
vailed, the tempest raged, and the waves ran 
high, yet Peter ventured to descend from the 
ship into the sea, to meet his master ; though 
his confidence failed ; and had not the sustain- 
ing hand of Christ saved him, he might have 
perished through presumption. Peter was pre- 
sent at all the most extraordinary scenes of our 
Saviour's life; saw him quickly after the re- 
surrection, and witnessed his ascension to glory. 
After the final removal of the Saviour from this 
world, Peter acted a principal part among the 
apostles, preaching the Gospel with all boldness, 
and performing evident miracles. Afler various 
labours and travels, and trials of his fortitude, 
he went to Rome, and in that city, together with 
his wife, this illustrious servant of Christ suf- 
fered martyrdom, in the reign of Nero. His 
two epistles exhibit testimonies of his ardent 
zeal for the Christian religion, and his entire 
devotedness to his master's service, and contain 
many excellent maxims and waswvw^^ ^^^^ 
powerful exhortations to a \io\^X\^'fe>^^^!"^w^ ^^ 
the glorious vocation of lYie ^'feOA^^'^ ^^ "i^^as 



194? AN EPITOME OF 

V 

Jude, or rather Judas, was a relation of our Lord, 
a son of Alpheus ; and brother of James the less. 
He was also called Lebbeus, and Thad.deus.- His 
epistle is addressed to Christians in general, ex- 
horting them to persevere in the faith ; to avoid 
the wickedness of the times; to be upon their 
guard i^ainst deceivers, and to endeavour by aU 
prudent methods to prevent apostacy. No cre- 
dible historian relates in what countries Jude 
preached the Gospel, and whether he suffered 
martyrdom, or died by a natural death. AM 
the writings of Paul prove that he was a man 
of exaltea genius and strong abilities. His 
style is peculiarly nervous and animated. He 
was an excellent scholar, an acute reasoner, 
a powerful orator, a most instructive and spirited 
writer: so that the famous critic Loiiginus 
ranks him among the most celebrated orators of 
ancient Greece. He was eminently acquainted 
with Greek learning, and Hebrew literature-, 
and excelled in profound knowledge of the Jewish 
sacred Scriptures. Bom at Tarsus, an illustrious 
seat of science, and initiated, there into the 
learning and philosophy of the Greeks, he 
finished his oourse of education at the feet oi 
Gamaliel, an eminent teacher o£the Mosaiciaw. 
In his epistle to the Romans, he endeavoui^ to 
persuade the Jewish and Grentile converts m the 
capital of the world, to a steady perseverance 
in their profession of the Gospel, by showing 
that the universal Father is the God of the Gen^ 
tiles as well as of the Jews ; and gives them 
admirable directions for their conduct. In his 
epistles to the disciples at Cw«cOcv^ ^\., Pwil 
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maintains his dignity as an apostle; reproves 
them for corruptions which they had permitted 
to glide into their doctrine and practice ; he 
answers questions asid solves doubts, whidi had 
been proposed to him ; and when he had been 
informed of the good effect which his admo- 
nitions had produced^ he comforts and encou- 
' rages them. The principal object of his epistle 
to the Galatians, is to prove> that Chriiptians are 
not bound to observe the ceremonial law of 
Moses. His epistle to the Ephesians, confirms 
them in their faith, and exhorts them to vindi- 
cate their spiritual liberty. It concludes with 
giving them most admirable practical pre- 
cepts and Instructions. In his epistle to the 
Christians at Philippi, the Ap06tle Paul thank» 
theii^ for supplies which they had sent him ;. 
comforts them under the concern they felt for 
his imprisonment ; endeavours to check a party 
spirit which had crept in among them, and to 
promote harmimy and mutual affection; and, 
above all, laboors to inspire them with zealous 
concern to adorn their holy "vocation, by Chris- 
tian virtues and attainments. Of similar import 
are his epistles to the Colossians, and the Thes- 
salonians. His epistles to Timothy, a young 
man jof excellent qualities, and remarkable for 
his close acquaintance with the Scriptures, whom 
he had converted, and who had been his almost 
constant companion, contain instruction, en- 
couragement, and wise directions for the conduct 
of a minister of Christ^ To Titus, who was in a 
situation of peculiar temptation and danger in 
the island of Crete, the holy Apostle Paul ad- 

s 2 
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dressed, in nn uiFectionatc epistle, exhortations 
to zeal, activity, and fearlessness of suffering 
in the cause of truth. The epistle to Philemon 
contains an entreaty in behalf of a slave who 
had run away from him, and whom Paul had 
converted to faith in Christ. Concerning the 
epistle to the Hebrews, doubts are entertained 
whether it were written by Paul. The prevail- 
ing opinion seems to be, that the sentiments are 
his, dictated to and expressed by Luke. The 
design of this epistle is to display the superiority 
of the Christian covenant over the Mosaic. 

Tlie first epistle of John is addressed to all 
Christians, teaching first, how necessary it is to 
walk in the light of the Gospel, and to preserve 
themselves from degrading propensities, in order 
to secure future happiness. Secondly, wh«€ 
strong obligations they are under to keep the 
commandment of loving one another. Thirdly, 
how certain is the fact, that Jesus of Nazareth 
was the Son of God, the Christ. His second 
and third epistles are addressed to particular 
persons, and contain much good advice. The 
book of Revelations contains a series of pro- 
phetic visions presented to the mind of John, 
wliile he was an exile in tlie isle of Patmos. 



QUESTIOKS. 

What treatment did St. Paul meet with at Rome, and 

what was his death? What events befel the Apostles 

Jsimes, Peter, and Jude ? What dispositions do the writ- 

ings of I'etcr manifest? What is the nature of St. Paul's 

writings? What is the ^utpott of his epistles to the 
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llomans? to tlie Corintliians? to the Galatians? to the 
Ephesians? to tlie Colossians? to the Thessalonians ? to 
Timothy and Titus? to Philemon? Who is supposed to 
have been the author of the epistle to the Hebrews, and 
what is the' purport of that epistle? What do the epistles 
of Peter, James, Jude, and John contain ? What is the 
book of Reyelations ? 



a S 
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CHAP. XVIL 

A Chronological Table of the Sacred Books of the 
Nexv Testament^ according to Dr, LardneVy 
shewing the place tohere, and the time tohen . 
they 'were written. 

Books. Place. Year of Christ. 

Matthew Judea .•••...•••••••••••• about 64 

Mark Rome ..•...••...•....••• 64 

Luke Greece •••••••••...••••• 63 or 64 

John Ephesus 68 

Acts Greece.................. 63 or 64 

Romans Corinth 58 

1 Corinthians Ephesus 56 

2 Corinthians Macedonia............ 57 

Galatians Corinth or Ephesus 52 or 53 

Ephesians Rome 61 

Philippians......... Rome 62 

Colossians Rome 62 

1 Thessalonians.... Corinth..,.. ..m......« 52 

2 Thessalonians.... Corinth ....••••...••••.. 52 

1 Timothy.. Macedonia ••••.....•.• 56 

2 Timothy Rome 61 

Titus Macedonia ..••••...... 56 

Philemon Rome 62 

Hebrews............ Rome, 63 

James Judea. 61 

1 Peter Rome 64 

2 Peter Rome 64 

Jst, 2d, & 3d John Ephesus 80 

Jude UnktvoYJU.. 65 

Rcveliitlon... Patmo&>oT'^^\i^'6»v>& ^ 
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A Chronological Table of the EvangelisfSy aC' 
cording to Dr. Henry Owen, 

Books. Place. Year of Christ. 

Gospel of Matthew... Jerusalem 38 

Luke Corinth 53 

Mark Rome 63 

John......... Ephesus ..................... 60 

A Table of St, PauVs Apostolic Joumies, 

The first journey of the Apostle Paul, was be- 
gun in the year of Christ, 44, and ended in 48. 
During which, he visited Antioch, in Syria; 
Seleucia, Salamis, Paphos, Perga in Pisidia, 
Antioch in Pisidia, Iconium, Lystra, Derbe, 
Pisidia, Perga, Att^dia, Phoenicia, Samaria, Jeru- 
salem. 

The Apostle's second journey began, A. D.-50> 
and was completed, A. D. 54>. This compre- 
hended Syria, Cilicia, Derbe, Lystra, Iconium, 
.Phrygia, Galatia, Troas, Samothracia, Neapolis, 
Philippi, Amphipolis, Apollonia, Thessalonica, 
13erea, Athens, Corinth, Cenchrea, Ephesus, 
Ccsarea, Jerusalem, Antioch, in Syria. 

St. Paul's third journey began, A. D. 54. and 
ended in the year 58. In this journey, the 
zealous servant of Christ visited Galatia, Phrygia, 
Ephesus, Troas, Macedonia, Greece, Corinth, 
Philippi, Assos, Mitylene, Chios, Samos, Tro- 
gyllium, Miletus in Asia, Coos, Rhodes, Patara 
in Lycia, Tyre, Ptolemais, Cesace^ i^\\\36aikKw^ 
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The fourth journey of Paul, when conveyed A 
prisoner to Rome, comprehended Antipatris, 
Cesarea, Sidon, Myra in Lycia, Fair Havens in 
Crete, Melita where he was shipwrecked, Syra- 
cuse, Rhegium, Puteoli in Italy, Appii Forum, 
Rome. After remaining at Rome two years, 
the Apostle passed through some parts of Italy; 
and then, taking Crete in his passage, he revisited 
Jerusalem. 

The last journey of St. Paul was begun in 
A. D. 64, and terminated in 68. This journey 
included Colosse, Philippi, Nicopolis in Epirus, 
Corinth, Troas, Miletum in Crete, and Rome ; 
where, after he had fought the good fight, and 
kept the faith, the holy Apostle finished his 
course, rejoicing to sufier death for the cause of 
his Lord and Master; and went to receive that 
crown of glory which fadeth not away* 

« 

QUESTIONS. 

In what place, and in what year, after the birth of ClirisC, 
was the goi^iel of Matthew written, according to Dr. Lard- 
ner ? That of Mark? of Luke ? of John? In what place, 
and year, were die diflfcrent epistles written ? When, and 
where, were the gospels written, according to Dr. Henry 
Owen? 
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CHAP. XVIII, 



. SCRIPTURE GEOGRAPHY. 

The geography of the sacred writings com- 
prehends only comparatively small portions of 
the eastern continent, or Old world ; yet, it is 
evident, that in order to know the situation of 
the various places mentioned in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, an acquaintance with those portions is 
necessary; and the utility of such knowledge is 
too obvious to need pointing oiU* 

Asia is that region of the earth, in which- most 
of the interesting events recorded in- the Old and 
New Testament took place. 

Eden, the paradise, or garden of delight,- in 
which Adam and Eve were placed, by their 
Almighty Maker, was situated, according to the 
opinion of some geographers, in the mountains 
of Armenia; some have placed it in Chaldea; 
while others have imagined that it lay to the 
south of Babylon, between the junction and 
separation of die rivers Tigris and Euphrates^ 

It is probable, that when the original parents 
of mankind were expelled from Eden, they de- 
scended into the plain of Shinar, Uie fertile 
country included between the two great rivers Eu- 
phrates and Tigris, which was afterwards named 
Mesopotamia, from its being so situated. Thence 
their descendants spread into different parts oi 
Asia; increased in number, and i^robahl^ ^d.- 
vanced In the arts and scietie^^^^C^^^^^"'^^^^*'^^' 
ness became so great, tVvat ^o^ ^^eoX. ^^ ^'^^'^ 
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to sweep them from the earth. Mount Ararat, 
on which the Ark of Noah is said to have 
rested, when the waters of the deluge began to 
decrease, lies between Armenia and Persia. If 
it be the same mountain which is now called 
Ararat, it is very lof^y. Its summit is capped 
witli ice and snow, and so precipitous, as to for- 
bid its ascent. The inhabitants of the surround- 
ing countnr assert, that the ark is still in being, 
buried under the mass of snow. 

Babel, the name of the city and tower, which 
some of the immediate descendants of Noah were 
endeavouring tp build when they were sepa- 
rated by the confusi(m of tongues, wasin Shinar, 
and, as is supposed, near the Euphrates. 

Assyria, originally the name of the region 
which lies between the river Tims, Armenia, 
Media, and Persia. It was colonized by Ashur, 
the son of Shem, who founded Nineveh on the 
banks of the Tigris. 

Babylon, the capital city of Babylonia; the 
region situated between Arabia and Persia* 

Chaldea, a very mountainous country, north 
of Babylonia; in which was Ur, .tlie birtii-place 
of Abraham. 

Canaan, or Palestine, the land of promise, a 
country upon the eastern coast of the Mediter- 
ranean, between Arabia and Syria. 

Egypt, a fertile country, in the north-east of 
Africa. 

Haran, or Charran, in Mesopotamia, whence, 
at the command of God, Abraham removed to 
Canaan. 
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Sodom and Gomorrah, towns of Canaan, 
which stood where now is the Dead Sea. 

Padan-Aram, a place in Mesopotamia. 

Arabia, a very extensive region, inhabited by 
the descendants of Ishmael; situated between 
the Red Sea, the Arabian Sea, the Persian Gulf, 
and the Euphrates. 

On, a city of Egypt, where was a famous 
temple of the sun. 

Goshen, a fertile province of Eg3rpt. 

Nile, a river of Egypt. 

Midian, a country, east of the river Jordan 
and the Dead Sea. 

Mount Seir, a range of mountains between 
Palestine, and Arabia Petrea. 

Moab, a country between the river Jordan 
and the mountains of the Nabathean Arabs. 

Sinai, and Horeb, mountains in Arabia Petrea, 
so near to each other that they appear like two 
peaks of the same range. 

Land of the Ammonites, situated east of the 
Jordan^ among the mountains of Gilead. 

Edom, or Idumea, a country south of Canaan, 
towards Egypt. 

Mount Hor, in the desert of Zin. 

Mount Nebo, and Mount Pisgah, north-east 
of the Dead Sea. 

Mount Abarim, part of the same ridge. 

Mounts Tabor, Hermon, Gilboa, in Canaan. 

Beer-sheba and Bethel, places in Canaan, 
where Isaac and Jacob successively dwelt. 

Mount Hermon, a range of mountains to the 
Borth'ea»t of Canaan. 
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Lebanon, and Anti-Lebanon, ranges of moun- 
tains north of Palestine, in Syria. 

Syria, a country on the coast of the Mediter- 
ranean. 

Damascus, the capital city of Syria. 

Mount Carmel, in the west of Palestine, near 
the Mediterranean. 

Tyre and Sidon, cities of Phenicia, on the 
coast of the Mediterranean. 

Jordan, a river which rises in Mount Lebanon, 
north of Canaan; runs through the lake of Gene- 
saret, and empties itself into the Dead Sea. 

Lake Asphaltites, or Dead, or Salt Sea; or 
Sea of the Wilderness, in the south of Palestine ; 
supposed to have been the plain which was de- 
stroyed by a fiery volcanic eruption, with Sodom, 
Gomorrah, and its other towns. 

I^ilistia, a fertile tract of country, on the 
coast of the Mediterranean. Its cnief cities 
were Gaza, Azotus, Askalon, Ashdod, and Gath. 

The chief towns of ancient Canaan, were, 
Jericho, Ai, GibeOn, Ramah, Hesbon, Hebron, 
Libnah, Jebusi or Jerusalem, Gilga,l, Shechem, 
Jezreel, Samaria, Sharon, Gezer, Bethlehem. 

The inhabitants of ancient Canaan, when the 
Israelites invaded that country, were the Hi- 
vites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, the 
Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, and the 
Amorites. 

The Land of Promise was thus divided among 

the tribes of Israel. In the northern part, west 

of the Jordan, were settled the tribes of Asher, 

^aphthali, Zebulon, and Issachar, while one 

half of the tribe ot Matvvvs?*^ oc.eM^ied the 
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corfesponding region on the other side Jordan. 
In the middle, west of the Jordan, were esta- 
blifihed * the odier half tribe of Manasseh and 
Ephraim ; and west of the Jordan, the tribe of 
Gad ; the southern part of the country west of 
the Jordan, was allotted to the tribes of Benja- 
min, Judah, Dan, and Simeon; and that on the 
west of the river, to Reuben. 

When our blessed Saviour, the beloved Son 
of God, appeared in the scene of mortal life, 
to act the most gracious and important part, 
the promised land was distinguished by four di- 
visions. Galilee comprehended the northern 
part of the country ; Samaria, the central region i 
Judea, the southern; and the country beyond 
Jordan, the western districts. 

North-west of Galilee, towards Phenicia and 
the coast of the Mediterranean, was Galilee of 
the Gentiles, so called, because in that region 
were the twenty towns given by Solomon to 
Hiram, and those were inhabited by a mixed po- 
pulation of Rienicians and Greeks. 

Though Galilee was regarded with contempt 
by the people of Jerusalem and Judea, because 
it was inhabited principally by Israelites, inter- 
mingled with foreigners ; yet it was ennobled by 
the frequent presence of the Saviour, by his 
wise discourses, and wonderful works. In Ga- 
lilee were Nazareth, (where Jesus passed the 
greater part of his early life,) Capernaum, Cana, 
Nain, Tiberias, Bethsaida, Chorazin, the lake 
called Gennesaret, from a town of that narcLe^Oi^ 
the lake of Tiberias, ot tVve %e«t ^^ Q»"55^^^^- ^Skw 
Samaria, were the city (^\^di ^^^waaiv^-* ^nj^cw^^ 

1 
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Sychar, and, on the sea-coast, Cesarea, and the 
mountains Gerizim and Ebal. In Judea, were 
Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Jericho; and on the 
coast, Joppa. In the country beyond Jordan> 
were Cesarea Philippi, Gadara, Dalmanutha, 
Girgesa, Magdala, Bethabara. 
' Jerusalem, as it was built at different times, 
stood upon several hills. On one of which, Sion, 
were situated in ancient times, the palace of 
David, and the tabernacled On another, named 
Moriah, was raised the magniiicent temple of 
Solomon, and, afterwards, that of Herod. The 
city consisted of three divisions ; Sion, the City 
of David, and Salem. Around Jerusalem were 
Siloam, Bethpage, Bethany, the Valley of 
Hinnom, Gethsemane, Emmaus, Mount Calvary, 
and the Mount of Olives, separated from the city 
by the brook Kedron.. 



i 
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CONCLUSION* 



The Bible holds forth to view thb most won*- - 
derful manifestation of the glory and the grace 
of the Maker of all things ; the Judge of all ^ 
men. No other book has conveyed to the hu*-- 
man mind, such pure, rational, sublime, delight- - 
fill, and encouraging ideas of the grei^t First 
Cause; of his perj^ctions and attributes; of 
his general government of the Universe which 
he formed, and which he sustaineth by his con- 
tinually operating energy ; of his moral govern- - 
ment of all accountable beings ; of hU provident - 
^al care exercised over all the animals of thfs - 
globe, and especially over die human race. No 
other book has given such elevated represent- 
ations of the dignity and destination of man ; , 
such cheering promises, such transporting as« 
surance of future immortal existence. No other 
book has afforded such authentic, instructive - 
information of the state of mankind in the ear- 
liest ages of the world. No other book has in- 
culcated such admirable precepts of piety, jus- 
tice, temperance, and benevolence. We see, 
therein, the Patriarchal, the Mosaic, the Pro- 
phetic revelations, gradually preparing the way 
&r the completion of the wise and gracious plan, 
in the dispensation of peace and love, pubhshed 
by our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. With . 
what joy, what gratitude, should we receive this 
inestimable gift of our VieaveTX\ ^^^^x* '^^we. 
voice of Eternal Truth halYv de^«t^^^^«^'^^'^^ 
glad tidings of great Joy sYv«AV xe^oMxA ^^«^^ " 
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out the whole earth ; that this celestial light shall 
disperse every ^loud of error, and enlighten 
every human mind ; that the purifying influence 
of these blessed doctrines shall work general 
reformation, and produce general peace and 
happiness. Let us all look forward with joy 
to that happy period. Let us all endeavour to 
contribute, in some degree, towards hastening 
its . aj^roach, by reforming ourselves, by di£ 
Itising around us the rays of good example. And 
let children remember that even they may lend 
their little aid to this most important end ; by 
acquainting themselves with that word of God, 
by learning those precepts of heavenly wisdom, 
and by treasuring them up in their hearty so as 
that they may become their rules of life. 



THE END. 
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